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»S^ VEY impartially Examin'd by fared \ * 

Wr e Scripture and fuund Re.ifon. 

BEING A N ' ) I 

^\]visWER to & ldit€ Pa. hlet 

HEp-'' entituled. 

If" a SU RVEY.&C. ; 

: WROTE BY 

Mr.T ho s , Clark, Seceding Minifter at Ballybay , 

Pi‘‘ ; «.Wherein it fufficient<y Appears, ££ 

i That all the Author’s Charges of unfound Doctrine 

S '" and irregular Practice againft the General Synod r" i 

are groundiefs Calumny and malicious Reproach. ’ ’j j 

H, That the SECEDE R S are bafe Intruders, "H j 

|HH (g L . TO WHICH IS ADDED, • , ’ 

i, 0 me Observations on Mr. Clare's Credentials, arid ****-, _ 

Sji.':. ’the political Principles of the Seceien. ■ >, « . ... 

With fomc Impartial Remarks upon the Rev. EsenezeR. »*hI 

; ' Erskine’s Synodical Sermon ; and Mr. Clark s mil' , 

taken Notion of the C oven ant of Grace. 1 

___ M 




By reafon of the Author's Diltance from the Prefs, the fol. 
lowing Typographical Errors have happened, which the 
candid Reader is requeued to corredt with his Pen. 

Page 3 line 3, for immediately , read accordingly; p. 4 
1 . 9 from the bottom, for Father, r. Fathers ; p. 21 1 . 2 o, 
for tullerit r. tulerit; ibid l. 21, for quorentes , r. que - 
rentes; p. 22 1 . 27, for Sujlance, r. Subjlance; p. 23 1, 
10 from the bottom, for thus, r. this; p. 25 1. 3, for 
Hthenafan, r. Athanafian ; p. 39 I. II, for were, e.was : 
p. 54 1. 21, for fick, r. rich ; p- 55 !• 14. f° r l 15 > r. 157> 
p. 65 1. 13, dele but that ; p. 66 1. 9, dele and. 


JV. B. Mr. Clark, in order to vindicate his Brethren, pub. 
lifheth his own Shame to the World, in the following 
Advertifement. 

“ If there occur in this Paper, any typographical Mif- 
" takes, or unguarded Words, ire. let it not be imputed to 
any Member of the Affociate Judicatures, in regard not 
one of them ever perus’d it until after Publication there- 

of, which was without their Confent alk’d or given.”- 

He hereby declares his Pride and Ignorance of the Difcipline 
of one of the moll: famous Protellant Churches in Europe. 

• See Quick’s Difcipline cf the French Church, Chap. XIV. 

Canon 16.-“ Neither Minilter, nor other Members of 

“ the Church, may print any Books, compos’d by them- 
“ felves or others concerning Religion : nor may they at all 
tc publilh them, until they have fird communicated them to 
“ the Colloquy , e. the Prefbytery.” 


’f he Preface to the candid Chriftian Reader. 

/ Pis not out cf Choice, but Neccfpty, that 1 have enter'd the 
Lifts in this Conlrover/y with the Seceders ; for 1 fnccre- 
ly love Peace with all Men, if I could pur chafe it noon 
r mfcnable Terms: but 1 am unwilling to procure it at the 

gxpence cf Truth. 

I would jar more chearfully been conftantly employ'd in 
,reaching the tncontefted, neceffary and important Dcttrines 
cf Chrifttanltf to my People; of Repentance towards God, 
faith tn our Lordf-fus Chrift, and Gofpel Hclinefs, to pro¬ 
mote their eternal Happinejs. 

’fis Matter of Regret and Lamentation, that fuch Jhame- 
ful Schifms and Diviftons among Chrifiani, efpecially cf the 

Protcliant Denomination, do fo abound. - Thefe expofe us 

to the Scorn and Reproach of others, alienate our tender Af- 
fetticni from one another, abate and cool our Love, and prey 
deeply upon the Vitals of Chriftianity. I can fincerely declare, 
that it is Matter cf conftant Grief to my Soul. 

Phe Occafcn cf my writing was briefly this : I had been 
abroad from my People Augull 19//), 1750, afpfling a Bro¬ 
ther at the Celebration of the Lord's Supper ; f,Vtd Day a 
Seceder preach'd in the Bounds of this antient Congregation, 
anduttered (as L was inform'J) a great many grcundlefs Ca¬ 
lumnies, and bitter Invettives, againft the General Synod: 
IVhen I return'd, fume of the mojl fenjible People cf my Con¬ 
gregation, requeued me, that 1 would warn my People againfl 
giving Eartofuchgroundlefs Calumnies, and giveJome Account 
of the firft Rife, Progrefs and particular Tenets of the Sece¬ 
ders; which accordingly 1 didfoon after, and committed it to 
Writing, and read it from the Pulpit : the whole Subjlance 
of which is contain d in this Anfwer. 

Not long after I received two Challenges, one from Mr. 
Clark, and another from Mr. Magill, to fend them a Copy 
c f/aid Paper, or to go within a few Hours to a publick Difi- 
pute, at the Seceding Meeting-houfe of Louchachrey ; or 

where elje I thought proper - 1 did not think it would an- 

fner any good End, for Minifters of the Gofpel cf Peace, to 
expofe themfelves in publick, like Prize-fighters upon a 
” a g e > before a Multitude , many cf whom are very incompe- 
>m fudges. I believed the Confequence would be to fill the 
/l „ r —•• • 
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Count n withfalfe Reprefentations and Lies. 1 relum’d th en 
an Anfwer, that what l had wrote and delivered tony p eo . 
pie I intended foon to print, and then they might ha Ve an 
Opportunity of feeing it. The Seceders were then xntcler^ 
tly Infolent and Impertinent ; for not long after, fever al^ 
m Brethren in this Presbytery, received Cnallenges by 
Writing prom them to a puhlick Difpute alfc : and all of i/, em 
were of the fame Mind; they thought it would not ferve any 
valuable End. 

Soon after Mr. Clark’; Book appear d, Jeveral Perfi„ s 
importun'd me, that 1 would make fame Remarks upon it. 
but I waited a confderable Time, expelling Mr. Peebles 
would have anfwer'd it, which l know he was very capable 
to do. But he declining it, at length I complied with the 
Importunity of my Friendr ; and woud have JiniJh d this An* 
finer much fooner, but could not fpare much Time, having the 
Palloral Charge of fo numerous a Hock. 

lean fwcerety declare, that my chief End in writing is, 
the Glory of God andthe Goodof Souls • In order to this, to- 
vindicate the Principles and Pr alike of our General Synod, 
from the many groundlefs Calumnies , and falfe. Afper font, 
which many malicious Tongues, and our Author in particular 

hath loaded us with.- - And, to open ( ifpcjfible ) the Eyes 

of feme pious well-Meaning Chriflians, who, in the Simplici¬ 
ty of their Hearts have hitherto followed them., And to pre- 
vent any who have not, from joining them, either con/lantly, 
or even occafonally hearing them: leaf they be al/ui d by 
their fair Speeches, whereby they lye in wait to deceive 
the Hearts of the Simple. 

If any Remark, that I have reprov'd them too fharpy 
in this Anfwer: I would have them confider; that Acrimanjm 
of Style is not always inconjijlent with the Character cj « 
Minijler of the C of pel, but feme times his incumbent Duty, 
as the Apofile enjoins the Evangeli/l, Titus i. If Rebuke 
them Iharply, that they may be found in the Faith. ‘ am 
tonfeious to myfelf, that it was from a Jincere Intention to 
promote the Good cj thy Soul andthe Souls of others, that 
done fo. If thefe Things be attain'd, 1 have my Aim. la" 1 ) 

Thy Soul’s finccre Well-wifhet, and 
Cabra, May ift.7 Servant in the Gofpel of Chrift* 

I 754* S 
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answer 

T 0 A 

PAMPHLET, 8CC. 


SECT, I. 

The General.Synod of CJlfter have not judicially de¬ 
clared their Satisfaction with fuck hetrodox, or un¬ 
found Principles, as are commonly known in this 
Kingdom by the Name N E w-L i g h t. 

S I R, 

I Would not have you nor any other Man, by what I am 
about to write, in anfwer to your Objcitions, againlt 
Mr. Carlifle s Sermon, to conclude, that I approve of 
every thing in that Sermon ; by no means, for I was one of 
thole at the Synod where it was delivered, who objefted, 
and was diflatisfied with feveral things in it ; and there 
are fome things in it which I Kill diflike ; yet I could 
wifii it were in every body’s Hands who read your Book, 
that Men might fee how grolly you impofe upon your Rea¬ 
ders, and pervert his Words, contrary to their plain and ob¬ 
vious Meaning ; fometimes you take disjointed Sentences, 
without conlidering the Author’s Scope and Delign, and 
place a Number of thefe together, and apply them to a 
Meaning he never intended. Thus, you have, in page nth 
ofyour Survey, quoted two fingle Sentences, from page II 
and 14 of his Sermon, and fix a Meaning upon them, which 
; le ncver intended j you have alfo quoted him very un- 
jultly; fometimes adding to his Words, and fometimes di- 
mmifhing, and not only have you made bold with human 
Writings, by unfair Quotations through your whole Book, 
out you have alfo made too free with the Word of God. 

his way alfo page 74, where you quote judges v. 23, 
ffj e d e Meroz, faith the Angel of the Lord ; curfe ye 
1 terty the Inhabitants thereof, becavje they' came not 
B J ' fo th 
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forth to the help of the Lord, to the help of t l e lord a . 
gainfl the mighty : But yon quote it, the m my am the 
mighty, and put many, where the Spirit of God has not 
put it in. Were you not afraid of what God fays, Pr»v. 
xxx. 6. Add thounot unto his W ords, left he reprove thee, 
and thou be found a Lyar ; and of what is (aid Rev. xxii, 
1 - 3 . If any Man Jhatl add unto theft things, God/ball 
add unto him the Plagues that are -written in this Book± 
And even in the very firfl Quotation, from the Preface, 
you do great injuftice to our Author s Words, reprefent. 
ing him as a molt vain-glorious Bo after of his own Perfor. 
mance ; the Words are thefe, “ Molt Minifters then 
“ at the General Synod, yea forne Elders, and others 
“ alfo, were fo wonderfully charm’d with it, See, ’ I po. 
(Itively aver, that the Words, wonderfully charm d, are 
notin the Preface of the printed Sermon, but are foilted 
in by you, to reprefent him in thereof! difadvantageous 
Light, as the molt vain glorious Perfoi) any where to be 

found_-The very Words of the Preface are thefe, 

“ Though I was warmly follicited, by moll of the Minifters 
at the General Synod, by fome of the Gentlemen and 
“ Elders, to publifh the following Sermon.” I would here 
make a Remark ; that by moll of the Minifters of the Ge¬ 
neral Synod, we are not to underftand the major Part of 
the Minifters who were Members of that Synod in the 
thronged Days of their Meeting, viz. on WedneJ'day and 
Thurfday, who amounted at that Synod almoft to 80, but 
only the molt part of the Minifters, who came in Time to 
hear Sermon, which Number frequently who come timeouf- 
ly upon Tuefdny to hear Sermon bear but a very final! 
Proportion to thofe who come afterwards, viz. late that 
Evening, and upon IVednefday Morning, very often not 
a fourth Part of the Whole; by reafon of the great Did 
ranee of the Members Dwellings from the Place of the 
Synod’s Meeting : Now if the molt of thofe 20, cr 
the major Part of them, which is only 11, requefted the 
printing of the Sermon, it was but a very fmall Numbei • 
I would have this Remark duly attended to, by evety one 
who reads either Mr. Carlifle’ s Sermon, or Mr. Clark s 
Book ; for the former would make as much of the Number 
as he could, to jullify his printing the Sermon, and the lat¬ 
ter to reprefent the major Part of cur Synod, New-light 
Men; whereas if this Qbfervation be duly conlider’d, 



: ^deceive the World with refpea to what they both 

M* fa 'ddpage the 8th of your Survey ; “ And immediate. 
Y0U - order 8 to forward this Work, they met that fame Day 

« ly.' n , or "L ohoutit and into whatfoevet Hands itlhould 

“ Judg that thcRcaders without Sufpicion, might the bet- 
“ com r e ’u oW down all the unfound Do&rines in it, they 
“ ter over with an Approbatory Sentence 

“ ^ Court which I here prefent you,extra£ted from 

‘ to .?£iv , Mr. C.mp condrfa.deJ .o rod 
‘ “ t Explications of ikcm, « were 

1 y « Extrafted by John Cochran, Clk. S- G. 

tx y J ^ Moorhead, Moderator. 


I obferve, from the Minute of the Inter] oquitur, that it 
„oe not thofe few, who deftr’d hnn to print it, that mo 
ed for the Interloquitur, in order to recommend it o 1 
Prefs, in a judicial way, as you would h f re ’ b 

thofe few who had taken Exceptions agamlt fome bx P re f 
ions in it, in order to have their Scruples removed, or it 
Le could not. or would not do it, to cenfure h,m; th.^ was 
truly the Cafe and Matter of Fadt; and now Sir, all your Su 

6a You ! afd an Objection in thefe Words, «, But you^lnow 
“ probably Objeft, faying, that it is ne.ther generous nor 
“ juft to charge upon the whole Synod the e 
“ taught only by one Member of it, now deceas d. 
anfwer, “ It is a known Maxim in Logtcks, that the ^ g 
“ ment which proves too much proves nothing at a , 

“ if you reckon it ungenerous or unjuft t0 cbar p U P° 

“ whole Synod, that which was done and fpoken by one 
“ Member thereof, afling with their Content, aiding and 
“ alljlting him in the Capacity of their Head or principal 

“ Agent, then by the fame parity of Reafon, you certfiin- 

“ ly mult reckon it ungenerous and unju t in God, to 

“ charge Aehan% Sin upon his whole Family ; you ado , 














(! altho’ Adam be dead, dare any of you reckon it ■ 

“ generous and unjuft in God to impute his firft Sin tn V- 
“ Pofterity !” > hls 

Sir, you are guilty here, of ufingvery unfound Expreftions 
in calling the Moderator the Head of the Synod, which i s q ’ 
Church collective in Ulfler: No, Sir, no Man on Earth j! 
our Head, Christ Jesus alone we own as our HeatL 
whom the Father hath given to be Head over all things to 
his Church, which is his Body, Eph. i. 22. and it founds 
very like Popery in you to attribute the Headlhip of the 
Church to any but Chrift ; I befeech you be more cauti. 
ous and wary for the future, never to give that Honour 
and Glory to any other, which is due to him alone. 

There feems to be no Parallel in the Inftance you brinv 
of many fuffering for the Offence of one, of A chan's Kami- 
Sy, and Adam’s Offspring, having their Fathei’s Sins i m . 
pitted to them, and the Fault of Mr. Carlijlc being imputed 
to all the Members of the Synod, unlefs you could prove 
(which is impoffible) that the Connexion and Relation is 
the fame ; for neither you rror any Man dare fay, that 
there is the fame Sort of Connexion and Relation between 
Mr.\Car/i/le and the Members of the Synod, and Adam 
■and his Offspring, who are pbyfically (peaking, Parts and 
Portions of his Flefh and Blood, who was not only our 
natural Head, but alfo our fcederal or Covenant-Head, li¬ 
ven by a divine Appointment. I would remark that, it 
vs very difputable, whether the Sons and Daughters of A- 
chan were put to Death with their Father or not; a great 
many of the JemiJh Rabi’s alledge, that no human Creature 
fuffer’d upon that Account but himfelf, that his Sons and 
Daughters were only brought out to fee the Execution 
of their Father, and the DeftruCtion of all the Goods that 
he had, and they are confirm’d in this Opinion, becaufe 
the Law of God exprefsly faith, Dent. xxiv. 16. The 
Father Jhall not be put to Death for the Children, nei¬ 
ther fhall the Children be put to Death for the Father!, 
every Matt fbaP be put to Death for his own Sin ; 
and I know particularly, that one of the mod learned of" 
the Jewifi> Rabi’s, namely Jcfephtis, in his Antiquities, 
when paraphrafing this Scripture, viz. JoJltua vii. 24, 
3 J. makes mention of the Death of neither Son nor 


Daughter that Achan had, but of the (toning and burn¬ 


ing only of himfelf.-But thofe other Jewi/h Doc¬ 


tors 


L f j 

c who think it is plain from the Text, that tttey fuffer’d 
Father, alicdge it is very probable, they w<.e 
w ! to, and conlcious of, their Father’s Faff, and if 
P 1 r -- was the Caie, they were Acceflaries in afTetuing and 

I {fitting, or concealing their Fathet’s Crime, and confe* 
"V-ntly were perfonally guilty of Death, and fuflered only 

j^ r their own Crime.- 1 fhall now produce, for the 

Benefit of my other Readers, the Judgment of two of our 
late learned and judicious Commentators upon the Place, 
namely, Mr Poo! and Mr. Henry, tho’ perhaps with Inch 
e rcat DoClors as you, their Words may have little Weight. 
The judicious Mr. Tool’s Words are thefe, “ And confider- 
“ ing that Achan was an old Man, as is molt probable, 
“ becaufe he was the fifth Perfon from "Judah (of which 
a fee verfe the 5.) it feems molt likely, that the Children 
a were grown up, ar.d fo capable of knowing, conceal- 

II ' in g, or difcovering this FaCt ; nor doth it follow that 
“ they were not guilty, becaufe it is not laid fo, for it 
<< i s apparent, that many Circumllances are emmitted in 
u divers hiltorical Relations in Scripture, which oftimes 

“ are fupply’d in other Places.”-The words of the 

pious Mr. Henry are, “ Perhaps his Sons and Daughters 
“ were Aiders and Abettors, in the Villany, had helped 
“ tn carry off the accurfed things. It’s very probable they 
“ affixed', and that he could not hide them in the midlt 
“ of his Tent, but they mull know and keep hisCounfel, 
“ and fo they became Acceilarics, ex poll fafto, and if 
“ they were never fo little Partakers in the Crime it was fo 
a heinous, that they were jullly fharers in the Punifliment.” 

Now from what has been faid it appears, that there is no 
fuch Connection or Relation between Mr. Carlifle and the o- 
ther Members of the Synod, as between Achan and his Chil¬ 
dren, with regard to the above mentionkl Crime ; it was 


not for his Crime, but for their own that they were pu- 
nifli’d, if they were punifh’J at all. It alfo appears that 
there is not (nor poffibly can be) fuch a Connection and 
Relation between a Moderator and the Members of a Synod, 
as is between us and Adam, our natural Father, and cove¬ 
nant Head by a Divine Appointment: And fo your two In¬ 
stances of many being punifh’d for the Sin of one, are 
wought to no Purpofc, and the whole Objection that you 
tnade, of its being neither generous nor jull in you to 
Charge us, remains in its full Force again!! you dill, not- 
B 3 ‘ vithltanding 
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'.vithftanding of all you have done or can do. I might her 
deflft, having overturn’d your Foundation, but fhall ,-, ro e 
ceed, to conlider and refute what you next objedt. y Qa 
fay, “ Perhaps it will be objcdled and alledged, that it wa s 
“ not the offenfive Expreffions in the Sermon, but onl v 
“ th °fe Explications of them which Mr. Carlifle gav/ 
“ that the Synod declar’d themfelves fatisfy’d with.’ 
To which I reply, Yes, truly it was juft fo as you have 
faid ; it was not the Sermon it felf, but the Explication 
which he gave of the offenfive Exprellions in it, which the 
Synod declar’d themfelves judicially fatisfy’d with, as i s 
plain fronv the Minute of the Interloquitur, which you 
your felf have quoted ; that it was the Explications he 
gave of the offenfive Expreflions, and not the offenfive 
Expreflions themfelves that were fatisfadory to the objec. 
ting Brethren, and to the whole Interloquitur ; fo that 
the Sermon itfelf, neither as it was deliver’d, nor as it was 
printed, was ever judicially approven of by the Synod ; we 
only declar d our Satisfaction as to his Soundnefs in the 
Faith according to the Declaration he gave us of it, with 
regard to thefe excepted Expreflions, which we could have 
wifti’d had been more cautioufly worded. And this Falf- 
hood runs thro’ your whole Book, that the appointing 
the Interloquitur was in order (as one may fay) to give him 
the Thanks of the Houfe, for his Sermon, and to enjoyn 
him in a judicial way, to commit it to the Prefs; whereas 
its plain to every Perfon of common Senfe, from the Mi¬ 
nute of the Interloquitur, that the Defign of the Synod, in 
refolving itfelf into an Interloquitur, was to call him be¬ 
fore us, to give us Satisfafiion, and remove the Offence we 
had taken, by what was contain’d in the abovefaid except¬ 
ed Expreflions, and it is his Soundnefs in the Faith that the 
Synod approvd, and never did the Synod approve of faid 
oermon in a judicial way, however fonie Members in a pri¬ 
vate Capacity might requefl him to print it. 

I am furpriz’d to hear you fay that this is a mere tri¬ 
fling Evafon ; “Becaufe, fay you, it was only fome few 
*’ Members, who ever did take Exceptions at any one Ex- 
6 ‘ preffion in the Sermon, which implys that the Majori- 
“ ty (who- is always the Synod) were ftiil well pleafed 
“ with this Sermon.” 

To which -1 reply, Tho’ there were but a few of the el- 
deft Members (in comparifon of the whole Synod) who 

ipokcj 


, . ,. e t thefe fpoke the Senfe of a great many, whofe 
w. i ’ they had known concerning the Sermon, the Night 
fre and that Morning alfo, before thelnterloquitur met, 
/ C hich was on Wedncfday the 19th, after the ufual Hours 
t Prayer, and not the fame Evening in which the Sermon 
deliver’d. As the Printer of the Sermon has led you 
a Miftake in this, I fhall not accufe you lor it) and 
'I 1 - 1S u fual in all our Judicatories, that when modeft 
' ‘un" Men have lieart ^ tlie ' r lp°k e exadly by their 
Withers and elder Brethren they are filent ; and I am 
hie to prove to this Day, from the living Members 
* ho conftituted that Synod, that the major Part of them 
hv far were diffatisfy’d with' feveral Expreffions in that 
Sermon ; part of them by hearing it themfelves, and part of 
them who came up after it was deliver’d, by hearing the 
excepted Expreffions fpoke of by their Brethren who heard 
it- fo that tho’ but a few fpoke as it is worded in the 
Minute, yet from the Teftimony of thefe living Members 
w ho were the Majority, I can make it appear, the Majority 
did not approve, but difapprove of faid Sermon. 

You add ‘‘ it was but fome Expreffions which the few 
“ Brethren quarrelled at.” To which I reply, can any Man of 
common Senfe, nay even can you your felf quarrel, at every 
individual Expreffion in the whole Sermon ! What Excep¬ 
tion have you to this one in it, page 32. “ We can never 
<< be too lollicitous, in promoting the Honour and King- 
«< dom of Chrift, among Men, and ferving his Interests, 
<< whofe Zeal for our eternal Welfare, and for the Honour of 
“ his Fathei’s Laws, brought him into this World of Sin and 
“ Sorrow and made him become a Propitiation for our Sins 
You add, “ And even thofe few Brethren gave up the 
“ Caufe at length, as fatisfy’d alfo.” If by the Caufe here, 
which the objf fling Brethren gave up, you mean the par¬ 
ticular Truths wnich we alledged the excepted Expreffions 
feemed to overturn or deny, it is manifeltly falfe; for he 
gave, fays the Minute of thelnterloquitur, “ fuch Expli- 
“ cations of them” i. e. the excepted Expreffions, “ as were 
“ fatisfaflory to thefe Brethren, and to this Interloquitur; ’ 
If by giving up the Caufe you mean the objefling Breth¬ 
ren gave up the Debate, after they were fatisfy’d with re¬ 
gard to Mr. Carlijle't, Soundnefs in the Faith, after he had 
given us Sattsfaflion, it is true what you fay, but nothing 

to 














to your Purpofe, for would you have Men to debate f. 
Debating’s fake after they were fully (atisfy’d 1 ° r 

As to what Mr. Car.ijle (ays in Iris Preface, which 
would make all of in your Power againft the Synod,” 0 - 
“ that he ftill retained the obvious Senfe and Mean/ 

“ contain'd in them,” where you obferve, that lie allc/T® 
eth, “ the excepting Brethren were fo blind that t h?' 
“ coujt 1 not fee, thu’ it was really plain and obvi 0l ,/l 
To which I reply, it is extremely difficult, if not impofiibh 
for one Man to know that all Men have the fame Sentinien’ 
or the fame Ideas excited in their Minds by hearing | \ 
Words, that he lias annexed to his Words, in his ow/ 
Mind ; for the moft copious Language that we know, ].' 
hours under a Penury or want of Words, to cxprefs’ 0lJ ' 
numbeilefs Ideas by : Hence we find, that with refpedl to 
fundry Phnjfesand Expreffions in Authors both antient a n j 
modern, human and divine, what to one, at fid! sight 
in reading, or in hearing, obvioufly fee ms to be the Senti¬ 
ment or Meaning of them, fee ms not fo to anotlier ; an j 
perhaps in this imperfect State, there is no help for it- 
unlefs (which yet hath not been attained to) feme uni! 
verbal philofophical Charadler ffiould be invented, fo full 
as to have a dillincl Charadler for every Idea which at any 
time enters into the human Mind. 

Having already made it evidently appear, that the Ge¬ 
neral Synod never gave their Approbation of faid Sermon 
in a judicial way, which may convince every unpreju, 
died Mind, that you have adted veryunjuftly in charg¬ 
ing the Synod for approving what they never did approve) 
yet I fliall now attempt to (hew the World, that you 
have argued very fophiftically and falfiy, and grofiy per¬ 
verted his Senfe and Meaning in all thofe fcveral things 
you accufc him with. 

In the 9th Page you fay, “I come now to confider fome 
of thole unfound Dodlrines contain’d in this Sermon ; and 
‘ tlic I (hall take notice of at prefent is in Page 9th, 

“ where there are two Expreffions concerning the Grounds 
i( of Hopes of Happinefs, which taken conjointly or fepa- 
“ rately, form a very dangerous Dodlrine, viz. ‘Toknow 
‘ t!)e Will of God and to perform it when known, which 
( alone is true Religion according, to them, and as thus 
‘‘ deferibd, Religion, fay they, is (hat upon which alone 
i grounded all Hopes of Happinefs hereafter, when 

« this 
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, ' his frail (you have fhort) and tranfitory Life is at an 
l \ End.’’ Now Sir > 1 (ball confider thefe two Expreffions 
‘‘ h feparately and conjundlly, and plainly (hew my Rea- 
b Dt that they contain nothing but wholefome and found 
^dtrine, a Dodlrine according to Godlinefs. 

P°The (i’ r (t of thefe, viz. to know the Will of God and 
perform it when known is true Religion, is aPropofiti- 
,0 go clear and plain in itfelf, that one is furpriz’d that 
° n Man (hould call it in queftion ; you have been the 
that ever I knew, and I hope you will be the laft 
hat will deny it. I am furpriz’d that any Man that is in 
*, ca ] nl Exercife of his Rcafon, that pays any Regard to the 
facred Oracles of Truth, (hould fay, That to know the Will 
0 f God, and to perform it when known, is not true Re¬ 
ligion. Does riot the whole current of the Scriptures, 
both of the old and new Tettnment confirm the above Pro- 
npfition, as our Wefminffer Divines in anfwer to the 
Queftion, What do the Scriptures principally teach ? 
Anfwer, “The Scriptures principally teach what Man is to 
<•' believe concerning God, and what Duty God requires 
“ of Man.” Is not here the whole Scope of the holy Scrip¬ 
tures (which undoubtedly contain the whole of the Chrif- 
tian Religion) faid to teach us, what Man is to believe 
concerning God, and what Duty God requires of Man ? 
Or, To know the Will of God and to perform it when 
known, Mic. vi. 8. He hath /hewed thee 0 Man, what 
is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, l-ut lode 
juftly, and to love mercy , and to wajk humbly with thy 
Cod ? Ecclef. xii. 13. Lit us hear the concluftcn of the 
■whole matter : Fear Cod and keep his Commandments, 
fr this is te whole Duty cf Man. John xiii. 17. If ye 
know thefe things, happy are ye if ye do them. James i. 
2;. But whofo looketh into the perfe Cl Law of Liberty, and 
ominueth therein, he being not a forgetful Hearer, but 
a Doer of the Work, this Man /had be blef td in his 
Deed. -1, c. he who intently and diligently (earches in¬ 

to the Mind of God, revealed in his Word, and perfe- 
veres in the Study, Belief and Obedience of this Dodlrine, 
in all Conditions, under ail Afflidtions and Temptations, 
he has an Evidence of his begun Blellednels, and is in the 
way to his future perfedt Happinefs. Don’t each of thefe 
four Scriptures plainly imply, that in knowing, and per¬ 
forming what God has revealed in his Word, the Whole 
°f our Religion confifts ? Doth 
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Doth not the revealed Will of Cod contain all the D 0 | 
trines and Duties of the Chriitian Religion ? What Doft r ; ' 
or Duties are in it, which the Word of God doth not co^ 
tain? 2Tim iii, 16, 17 - AU Scripture is given by j,' 
fpiration of Cod, and is profitable for DoOrtne, for # e 
proof, for Correttion, for InflruPHon in Rtghitoufnef, t 
that the Man of G od maybe perfePf, thoroughly fumijh e ' d 
unto all good Works• Is not here the Perfcition of tl lt 
holy Scriptures afTerted, and their Sufficiency for all t| le , 
Purpofes of the Divine Life ? Can there be any Doftrine i n 
the true Religion, the Chriftian Religion, the Religion of L 
Jefus, but what is revealed in the Word of God, or any 
Duty but what thefame Word enjoins the Performance of? 

Doth it not contain the Doftrine of our Creation, after 
the Image of God ? cur Fall and Mifery ? our Redemption 
and Recovery by Chrift's Blood? many great and precious 
Promifes of free Grace thro’ him, to poor Sinners? 0 f j 
Peace, Pardon, and eternal Life to every true Believer, 
who receives him as the Father freely offers him in the Gof. J 
pel ? John v'u 40 d And this is the Will of him thatjent me, | 
that every one •which feeth the Son and helieveth on him, J 
may have evet la fling Life. _ ■ 

Having confidercd the til'll Propofition namely, to know 
the Will of God and to perform it when known, which a- 
lone is true Religion, exclufive of all the Additions of 

Men, eitherin Doflrine or Practice ;-let us confiderthe 

id, Upon which alone are grounded all Hopes of Hap. 
pinefs after this fhort and tranhtory Life is at an End, i. e, 
upon the Promifes contain d in the Word of God, and par* > 
ticularly upon Chrift Jefus, the chief Promife, in whom 
all the other Promifes are Yea and Amen, and more cfpe- | 
daily upon this Promife, APIs xvi. 31, Believe on I 
the Lord Jefus Chrifi, and thou Jbait be faved, and ■ 
thy Houfe. Upon which alone, i. e. exclufive of all 
Merit of ours, anv thing done on our Part, but only on I 
account of Chrift, freely offered to us in the precious Prc- I 
mifes, all our Hopes of eternal Life are grounded, wnen 
this fliort and traniitory Life is at an End. And what other 
Foundation can any poor Sinner of Adam s Race buiL ns 
Hopes ofHappinels upon, but Jefus Chrift as held forth in | 
the precious Promifes of Gods reveal d Will ? Aots t'* I 
12. t Cor. iii. 11. t 

What Mr Carlifc defines Religion to be, namely, an 

“ hearty 
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and warm Inclination and Endeavour to know the 
x t,ea JfGod, and to perform it when known ;” may be 
Wtl| an( j mantain’d to have been the Religion of 

fsffU a " in Paradife, to be the Religion of Saints in 

in ° 0C -htant Church on Earth, and will be the Religion of 
Saints find Angels in Heaven; only with this Dif- 
S lorl!y that in Innocence, Man’s Knowledge of God’s 
f* r -u and Power t0 P erform was co-natural to him; here 
VVl h impti fed State both Knowledge and Power are ad- 
in ‘ Yrous /• e. he flands in need of a Revelation, and of 
v ,f n - nat ion by the Holy Ghoft, to make him favingly 
1 “w what God has reveal’d, and of inward Strength of 
kl -°'ne Grace -, to perform both which are given in Heaven 
Ul (hntly and in valtly higher Degrees ; but Rill both their 
c0 . our Religion confilts in knowing the Will of God and 

a "“r rm ing it when known.-Thus Chrift has taught ns 

unrav Matth. vi. to. Thy will he done on Earth as it 
i, in Heaven ', which our Wcflminjhr Divines paraphrafe 
thus “ We pray that God by his Grace, would make 11s a- 
( ( bfe and willing to know, obey, and fubmit to his Will 
u ; n a |l things, as the Angels do in Heaven and as their 
State is unchangeable, this will be their Religion to Eter¬ 
nity. I affure you, we have no DoPlrines in our Religion 
but what are contain’d in the revealed Will of God, no 
Duties but what his Word enjoins the Performance of, but 
I am perfwaded you have fome in years ; fuch as thefe 
following,- Viz. the Oath of Abjuration, or to abjure the 
Pretender as a national Sin; the Union of Scotland and 
England is a national Sin, with many others of the like 
Sort, which are contain’d in your API, Declaration and 
Teftimony; but we know of no other Foundation or Ground 
of Hope of Happinefs when this frail and tranfitory Life is 
ended but God’s precious Promifes through Chrift; we are 
fenfible that our own Works, the belt of them, are but a 
fandy Foundation; for our Hopes of future Happinefs, are 
fix’d upon the free Mercy of God in Chrift ; according to 
the following Scriptures, Titus iii. 4,—7. APIs iv.—12. 
Phil. iii. 3, 8. 

You fay “ to which of the Saints will we turn? ” I fup- 
pofe you mean for an Example of their placing Religion 
in an hearty and warm Inclination and Endeavour to know 
die Will of God, and to perform it when known. I an- 
fiver in brief, we have the Example of all the Saints upon 
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our Side, placing Religion in this, whole Lives are recorded 
in the Word of God, particularly David, Pfalm cxix. <5 
Hezekiah , Ifai. xxxviii. 3 . Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 6 . 8 . ' 

viii. and many others too tedious to mention. 

Page the nth of the Survey.you quote, two unconnefl e( j 
Sentences, which ly a good way alTunder in Mr. Carlifly % \ 
Sermon, the one being in Page the 11, and the other I 
Page the 14. and join them together, to anfwer aPu r p 0 p t | 
quite different from the Author’s Defign, in the Places fr orn 
whence they are taken; you put thefe Sentences in the ! 
Mouth of a Member of the General Synod, in giving d;. 
reftions to a poor diltrefs’d Sinner, afking what he mull d 0 
to be faved ? whereas there is no fuch Cafe put, nor any fu c |, 
Query in the whole Sermon. At this rate of mangling an 
Author, any Perfon that would allow himfelf fuch a wick, 
ed Liberty, by taking broken and disjointed Sentences, and 
coupling them together ; by this way of working one might 
make the Words of the molt fenfible Writer to exprefs 
Nonfenfe, or the molt pious Writer, Blafphemy; nay what 
dreadful Work might one make with the holy Scriptures this 
way? There if no C od; rejoice 0 young Man in thy Tenth, 
and let thy Heart cheer thee, in the Days of thy Youth, 
and -walk in the Way of thy Heart, and in the Sight of thine 

Eyes ; - All Things come alike to all, there is one E- 

vent to the Righteous, and to the Wicked-, to the good and 
to the dean, and to the unclean-, to him that facrl- 
ficeth, and to him that facrificeth not ,- as is the 
Good, fo is ths Sinner ; and he that fweareth, as 
he that feareth an Oath. Pfal. 14 i. Ecdef. xi- 9. 
and ix. 2. Would not thefe three Texts of Scripture, with¬ 
out conudering the Scope and Delign of the divine Penman 
in each of them, reprefent thefe three atheillical Dodtrines? 
There is no fupreme Being, to take an Acccoutof us, there¬ 
fore young men may fafely indulge tbemfelves in all Liccn- 
cioufnefs with Impunity, for there is no future State of 
Rewards and Puniihments ; whereas a Perfon who duely con- 
fiders the Scope and Defign of,the feveral Texts, finds that 
they have no fuch Meaning, but the very reverfe of this; 
that the Words in the firltText are not properly the Belief of 
David, but the wicked Wifh of the Fool’s Hearty the 
Fool (faith David) hath faid in his Heart, there is no God; 
in the 2d Text Solomon fpeaks irronically to the volup¬ 
tuous young Epicure, q. d. never fpare to gratify every 0 
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. o n r a al Appetites, but know this (faith he) that for all 
Vfe Things God will bring into Judgment; and in the lad 
jL’ c ‘, the Royal Preacher isnotfpeaking at all of the equal or 
T mifeuous State of good and bad Men, after Death, but 
Plod’s promifeuous Dealing of the good and bad Thing* 
•this Life, to good and bad Men, that neither the Love 
in J Hatred of God can be known by thefe Things. 1 have 
n ° t ed thefe three Texts to fhew my Reader fhe valtln- 
Mftice that may be done to an Author by quoting indepen- 
J i t Sentences and joining them together, as you have done 
here to Mr. Carlijle. The firft Sentence you quote ; s from 
p. 12 e the nth of his Sermon, where be is aflerting, that it 
i« the Right of every private Chriltian to be zealous in 
fearching for Truth in the holy Scriptures, « as if (faith he) 
“ the Right of private Judgment, of every Chriftian’s 
“ judging for himfelf in Matters of Religion, were not the 
a privilege and Duty of every Chriltian Manias Well as of 
« the Clergy ; or as if any Man could be ty’d up, or ab- 
u folv’d by the received Rules, or authoriz’d Forms of 
« Dodtrine, of any Church, from his Duty and Privi- 
<< ]ege of inquiring lincerely and impartially into the Will 
« of God, contain’d in the holy Scriptures.” It’s plain at 
grit Sight, that Mr. Carlijle is here maintaining a Pro- 
teflant Principle, in recommending the Study of the holy 
Scriptures, to our common Hearers ; in Oppofition to the 
Church of Rome, who deny this Liberty to the Layety, a 
Liberty which Chrilt has given the meaneft of his People, 
John v. 39. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have eternal Life, and they are they -which teflify of 
me. For the Defence of which Liberty, many of our pious 
Reformers from Popery, fhed their Blood. Now dare you 
fay, in plain Englifh, that he is wrong inafTcrting and main¬ 
taining this Proteflant Principle? Would you have the com¬ 
mon People debarr’d from tiling this Liberty? Would you 
have them implicitly to follow their Guides? Would you 
have them to pin their Faith on their Teacher’s Sleeve ? Do 
you imagine that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion ? 
By your acculing Mr. Carlijle for maintaining the above 
Principle, you fee-m to think fo, and to endeavour to bring 
in Popery, natwitliftanding of all you have faid again It it, 
ln your Anfwer to Mr. Peebles ; efpecially, becaufe you 
accufe Mr. Carli/de becaufe be condemns, in his l/ph Page, 
Lie cruel and barbarous Method which the Church of Rome 
C zealoufly 
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zealoufiy purfue, In order to bring in Men to 
nion; his Words are tbefe, “ No Zeal therefore for Gp 4 
“ and his Glory, for the Church and Reiigio 1 *, wd juft.fy 
“ the doing of that which is moralty E»iU and yet, ■what 

“ is more frequent than for Men, ou J-° 1 ,tvfuln e fs ofrt* 

« Religion, to overlook the Evil and Unlawfulnels of the 
« Means they ufe, for advancing fo good an End!! Th„ 
“ is that ,hlch hath fanftify’d theft refind Ar s of V,c k . 
“ ednefs made Ufe of by the Church of Rome to this pur- 
« pofe. But the Means mull be proportion d to ‘be End, 

« as the End is to bring Men to ^ 

« fo the Means made ufe of to obtain that End, n ull b» 
t< f uc h as are agreeable to the Rules of that fame Religion. 
Now follow hbWords which you have quoted and pervert- 
ed « &dn R therefore that Mildnefs, Meeknefs, Com. 
« prfBon Charity, Benevolence, and Moderation are Vir, 

« tues indilpenfably required by the Chrift.an Law .t - 

“ ly follows, thataZeal to propagate and promote that Re. 
« ligion, carried on by Anger, Uncharitablenef C lum. 
« ny, or Cruelty, cannot be a true Zeal for that Religion 
« w y h i c h ftrittly forbids the Praftice of thefe Vices. Is 
it becaufe he has reprefented your Friends it . the Chur h of 
Rome in a juft, the* difagreeable Light, ^« h "8^ o t " e 
Inhumanity and Cruelty which the* * 

them to 111 hfm^o/is V no^rathcr, becaufe he condemns 
SiThichw” take, cit of theirJurious md 
blind Zeal, to propagate their Re 

wlthhim ; 

propagating Svedifm, than , judge E x twt’ue Le* 

“i r"» ch ?rati.i.s ”«»»«« 

mem, i.e.of the Lion py msw , pnereafe your 
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, . Ca f e of Confcience, and fay,” “ Ah! Sir, I can- 

“ l ,!eX1 u a S t look upon my fclf diftitute ot true Religion, 

“ " ot b r,! ,°m ra ore brutifh than any Man, not having 
“ becauf-: I Knowledge of the Holy about the Will of 
,< learned the R g perform it if I knew it, for 

“ G ±Tvb«ld 5 o Goo y d Evd is prefent with me; O 
“ ' vh ™ he /Zn that I am, what (hall I do to be faved ? 

;; Hibly think that in -^^th thrs M«of 

'! CS&fS -onl, u«e 

': s ssrtf srsnS 

was ihou,d 

, V . -dded and perform it whea(known) ; to exercife 

i,av < Rioht of private Judgment, and not to be ty d up to 
‘ *!) , J orJuthoriz’d Forms of Doftrine in any Church, 

<< \o exercife Mildnefs, Meeknefs, Compaffton, Charity; 
« Benevolence, and Moderation to all Men; then you need 

« not fear, but confidently upon this alone ground all your 

Hopes f Happinefs hereafter. Sir, this Anfwer is not 
« fcompofureofmine, but borrow’d from tin* approver 

<< fynodical Sermon, Page 11, M, */•’ You “ 

W elf fav that thefe Deills, Ttndal and Morgan, have bor¬ 
row’d all the unfound and dangerous Tenets contained in 

their Books out of Ainpvs crib's and Co/es Diaionary; . 
caufe all the Words they ufe, are conta.n d infadDAo 
aries tho’ not at all in the Order, nor with the Del gn they 
-have us’d them ; and the Cafe is juft fo here—— I b u(h and 
am alhamed to publilh to the World, that any Man hke you 
of the Proteftant Denomination, that ever p,etended to 
preach the Gofpet of Truth, (hould be guilty of fo grofs 
Perverfion of a dead Man’s Words, and fo much abominable 

Page 12, you accufe Mr. Carlifle for having fa.d. Page 
18, That a partial and difproportion’d Zea dwells on fmaller 
Matters, and fometimes on Trifles, with the fame or greater 
Degree of Warmth and Violence than on the mo ft necedary 
Articles or Duties of Religion. Undoubtedly this Aflertioii 
is Truth, and appears fo to every Perfon who is in thelealt 
acquainted with the Hiftory of the Britijh Church. In 
Bifhop Laud'?, Time, during the Reign of King Charles the 
Firft, the Men of tender Confciences differed more (evercly 
by that Prelate’s furious Zeal, for infignificant Things “and 
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Trifles, fiich as the Breach of a Saint’s Day, cr not wearing 
the Canonical Velfments, than wicked Men fuffered by him 
for the Breach of the Laws of God, viz. Sabbath-breaking, 
Drunkennefs, Uncleannefs, and the like. To do you Juf. 
tice, you own that this is true in the Abftradt; and if it be 
true at all, what have you to fay againlt it ? Ifitbetrue 
in the Abitraft, how can it be falfe in the concrete ? a 
thing cannot be true and falfe at the fame time. I hope 
you will not betake yourfelf to the old Nonfenfical Diltinc- 
tion, and fay, That it is Subjectively true, but Objec- 
tively falfe ; if once you creep into that Jefuitical Hole, 
I cannot reach you, you’ll be quite too fubtile for me. 

You fay, {i another Dodfrine, in the fecond Place, com- 
st monly known by the Name New-Light in faid Ser- 
** mon, page 18. viz* that different Forms of Church Po. 

lity or Government, appears at fir ft Sight to be but lefler 
“ Matters of the Law ; when compat’d with Faith, Repen- 
<( tance and a pious Life.” 

Now Sir, in the moll unfound Senfe in which thefe Words 
tan be taken, I fhall (hew the World, from your own 
Words, that you are as high a New-light Man as Mr. 
Carlijle himftlf, and own the fame Doitrine which you 
here alledge lie maintains, if you take the Molds in this 
Senfe, which feems to be the molt fufpicious and unbound, 
namely, whether a Man adheres to that Church, which is 
govern’d in the Prefbyterian way ; or whether he adheres 
to a Church, which is govern’d in the Independant way 
or whether he adheres to that Church which is govern’d m 
the Epifcopa! way j that this is no fuch Matter in the Sight 
of God, as whether the Man be a true Penitent, a true Bc- 
liever in Chrift, and of a godly Life; for you yourfeif in- 
tirely fall in with this Dodtrine, when you fay page 90. 
“ I hereby frankly own, that I comfortably hope, and cha¬ 
se ritably believe, there are pious Chrittians in the Protei- 
tant Churches of Scotland, England, Germany, anu A- 
merka, &c. yea among the Independants and Anabap- 
« lilts in England, as alfo among the Minifters and Peo- 
pie belonging to the General Synod of Uljler in Irelan , 
“ which are of Chrift’s little Flock.” Now here you 
own fomc of all thefe three Denominations of Church Go- 
vernment. viz. Presbyterian, lndependant } and EptjU* 
pal, are of Chrift’s little Flock, and confequently are lav¬ 
ed ; but you cannot believe, nor any Man who reads 


t Script ure£ > tlwt an V Man w ' iat f 5cnom ' na tion of 
^ -(Ians foever he be, fhall be faved without true Repen¬ 
ts 1 w ithout faving Faith in Chrift, ot without HoK- 
ta^’becaufe Gi d has faid the contrary, in thefe follow- 
• nC Scriptures, Luke xi'ri 3. Except ye repent ye J,hall 
in jjHkewtfe perijh, Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth not 
“a It be a Altered, Heb. xii. 14. Without Holinefs no Man 
/halt fee ^te Lord. 

w hy do you here accufe Mr. Carlijle for believing 
■ tea ching, what you believe and write with your own 
an ind yourfelf ? Should you not confider what the Apoftle 
Vtul fays, Retn.W. I- Therefore thou art inexcufable 0 
Man whofoever thou art , that judgeft, for wherein thou 
juagell another, thou condemneji thy fef, for thou that 
juJgeft doef the fame things■ 

J But there is another Meaning in the above Paragraph, 
of which his Words are very capable, without any Force 
offer’d to them ; and which really from tliofe who were ac¬ 
quainted with him, I take to be his real and true Mean¬ 
ing ; that he is not to he underftood to mean, that the 
feveral different Species, or Kinds of Government, viz. 
Presbyterian, Epifcopai, and Independant, aredeffer Mat¬ 
ters of the Law ; but that the various and different Forms 
of one and the fame Prefbyterian Church-Government are 
but leller Matters of the Law, i. e. whether the General 
Synod of Ul/ler fhall continue to meet in our ufiial way, 
viz- one Minifter and one ruling Elder from every Con¬ 
gregation ; or whether we fhall meet in a different Form, 
by Delegation, as was the Cuftom of the Prefbyterian 
Church of France, and is the Cuftom of the General-Af- 
fembly of the Church of Scotland. The Reafon why it is 
alledg’d that this is his Meaning, it is known he was for 
meeting by Delegation.. There was a Defign form’d by ma¬ 
ny confiderable Members of our Synod above thirty Years 
ago, before New-light was known, that our General Sy¬ 
nod fhould meet by Delegation, in Conformity with other 
reform’d Churches ; and there has for fomc Years paft 
been an Overture tranfmitted to the Confideration of the 


feveral Prefbyteries, whether or no, it would not be Ex¬ 
pedient, that our General Synod, for the future, ihould 
nieet by Delegation. 

Mr. Steuart tells us, in his Collediion of the Difciplire 
w-'-iie Church of Scotland, Page 70, “ That at the Begin. 
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« ninff of the Reformation, until the Number ot Mini iters 
did increafe and multiply, the Aflembly was at. firll a 
“ General Meeting of them all; but thereafter they did i m . 
“ power and commiflionate a few to represent them.” 
But he tells us Page 71, that, “ Now by he fifth Aft of 
“ Aflembly, 1694, the Reprefentation of the feveralPref. 
« byteries in this National Church, m Us General Afle, n . 
“ biies, (hall hold Proportion to the feveral Parifhes, 

“ whether vacant or planted, in each r P j e{by ^ f 7welvrp n ' 
“ ner following ; all Prefbytenes confilhng of twelve p a . 
« Xs or under that Number, (hall fend two M.mllers, 
« and one ruling Elder ; and all Prefbytenes confiding of 
« eighteen Parilhes, or under that Number but above 
“ twelve, fhall fend three Mmilters and one ruling El- 

“ der- and all Prefbyteries confiding of twenty-four Pa. 

“ riflies, or under that Number, but above eighteenb lhall 
« fend four Minifters, and two ruling Elders . A 

- Ill Prefbyteries confiding of above twenty-four P^fhe,, 
“ fhall fend five.Minifters, and two ru ing f. dcrs an eve. 
« rv R 0V al Burgh fend a ruling Elder, and the u gli 

- Edinburgh fends two, there being fixty-fix Burghs, 

c. amuuigu 7 . r even Elders, and one 

“ there may come from them, fix y /thrrdeen St 

u Rider from each of the Univerfmes, viz. St. 

t< Andrew's, Clafpow, and Edinburgh, which together 

“ Minifters One hundred and Eigiy. ^ presbyterial Go- 

that this is a different form. j Aflembly, from 

vernment, which takes place in *he G«A*letn y, 
what is in the General Synod of U/fer , g “ , «® “ p " t of the 

IS S; 5 Conilltution, admitted Mem* 

w*"» 

Church, to meet by Delegation,. in dieit - was 
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, , lv t he vaft Extent ofthe Bounds of their Church s 

svasp r0 ’Snifter had attended, it would have been a vaft Fa- 
:f every Mm f diftant Members, have expos d them to 

t igue and Toft to tar ^ ^ ^ Qf ^ le f t their 

great E*P “ |’ ong Time, without Sermon Here in Ire 
« bu rches for a long nQ f » ch InC0 nveniencies, our Bounds 

land wo fe f Members all (fave a very few) live with- 

being. bu ' f ^ v t’ ce ; but th o’ we fhould change from our 
in Pf° v d » meet by Delegation, our Formof Govern- 
nref cnt ' 0 , he the fame, but the Government itfelf 

Lent wouU no . ve ii t ^ at 0 f the Church 

SldbeP-byte^», Xthodurft fay, that this 

of Fra Z S ™ greata Matter of the Law of God as Fault, 
Change was g ufe , In a Word, he was for the De- 

Re P Cnt r, taking place in the Synod, but he was unwil- 
legation Mmilters fhould carry their Zeal for, or a- 

n '- S (V it fo far as to break the Peace of this Church, or 
gaurft >t ’ ;f or oiviflon. Our taking the W ords in 

C r ^kfTsenfe (which appears to be Mr. Car lifte’s Mean- 
f 1,,s , quite away the Force of all the Objections you 
ing) take , l p 1 . << This is no lefs than. 

*- e S J!a with the horrid Crime of Self-murder, and 
‘‘ «fting away their durita- 

gallon, as they do now, or whether they 
General Synod do ; they would have been f d with 
cither of thefe Forms ; tms was not at all the Gale, due 
the Cafe in truth was this ; whether they would *jarc the 
Subftance of presbyterial Government, and fubmittc ^ the 
erarchy, and embrace F.pifcopa Government; it wa for this 
they (hed their Blood ; they died Martyrs in a goo^aufe^ and 

their Memories are always favoury to us,an i 1 - 

kid nothing againft them, nor yet again!! King IVtlham is 
you falfly alledge. We are always thankful to God for rafting 
up fo great a Deliverer ; when thefe Lands we. apparen y 
upon the brink of Ruin, he faved us q?! (U l 

a«7, and lawlefi abiuary Power, elhblifli d *e bubltance 
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of presbyterial Government in Scotland, and tolerated it ■ 
Ireland; and fettled and fecured our Civil and Reli g i 0 ^ 
Rights and Privileges as Men and Chrillians: many of ourp^ 
thers fpent their Blood for him, and his immortal Memory 
always favoury to us.—You objedt, faying, “ Perhaps it 
“ be faid that it is not the different Forms of Church Polity 
“ or Government in their own Nature, which are here r ec . 
“ kon’d lefTer Matters of the Law ; but they are only judg’j 
“ to be of lefTer Importance, when compai d with Faith, 
Repentance, and a pious Life.’ To which I reply, Jt j s 
jull fo ; for every Man of common Senle knows, that t|, e 
Term lefTer, is not abfolute, but is a relative or compara. 
live Term. But you fay Sir, “ Who authoriz’d you, or the 
« Synod thus to degrade one part of Chnlt s Xnltttutions, 
“ w ith a Pretence of crying up others of them ? ’ An. 
fwer. If by degrading here, you underfland flighting and 
contemning them, or even putting them below their due Rank 
and Place ; we deny that Mr. Carlijh has done it, in the 
above quoted PafTage : But if by degrading Divine InlUtu- 
tions, you mean, our reckoning fome of them of much 
greater Importance than others. We anfwer, Secondly, 
The Word of God has taught fo, I Sam. xv. 22. And 
Samuel faith, hath the Lord as great Delight in Burnt- 
Offerings, and Sacrifices, as in obeying the Voice of the 
Lord? Behold to o‘'ey is better than Sacrifice, and to 
hearken, than the Fat of Rams ■ Mark xii. 32 33. For 
there is one God, and to love him with all the Heart, 
andwith allthe Underfiandmg, and with all t l e Soul, and 
all with the Strength, and to love his Neighs our as him- 
ref, is mere than all Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices. 
Where we may obferve, that even in the Word of God it ielt, 
fome of the Divine Commandments are reckon d better > °' 
of more Importance than others -—-You add, W» 
“ it not the fame God who revealed to us the Form ot 
<< Church Polity, that commands us to believe thole Doc- 
- trines annent y Faith, ftc." To which I reply. Was ever 
fuch a trifling Argument heard? From the.Samenefs of 
the Commander, ~to argue that all the Commands of 
God are of the fame Importance ! Vt hy at this Rat y 
feem to contend, that whatfoever Commands God gave 
at any onetime, muff be juft of the fame Importance, 
and perfeftly equal to any Command that he gave 
any other time. By this fophiftical way of ar S u “J^, ij)tT 
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4 rinfey-woolfey Garment, or a Drugget Coat, 
U'«a nng °Lt a Tranfgreflion, as Marrying an idolatrous 

Jew under the Law; both thefe being Divine 
Commands; fee Deut. xxii. 1*. & vii.• V- 
n eg att f e Ebbing a Bird’s Nell, and catching and ki ling 
A«d t he v , b ou fa be as great a Sin, as Murder, for both 
the f^re negative Commands, from the fame God ; fee Z)^«f. 

^efcare g Exo d.%%-n- Was ever fuch ridiculous Stuff 

d The very mentioning of thefe Things, which are 
Amative Confequences of your Argumment, are a fuffi- 

tc « nt i aftefalHhat his been faid, would it not fill any Man 
■^Indignation, to hear you, or any of your Partyratf- 
VVlt r rh a loud Out-cry, about the contempt of Church G 

ing ^ U who fubmit to no Govennment yourlelves; net- 

Tte? » the General Affembly of the ellablifh’d Church of 
l£r I a no nor vet to the major Part of your former 
Scot ! a ” ’ the Antiburgefis Men, who have now Excom- 
Brethr , A vo u in a folemn way ; done what lay in their 
TZ] to deliver you over to Sawn ? Qgis Tullent Gra - 
V 1, Seditiooe Quorentes ? Who can endure to iea 
the moll feditious Wretches complaining of Sedition in - 
'tilers ? Of all Men on Earth, you have lead Ro™ “ f P«$ 
about Church Government, who have fwornto > 
have kept your Oath to neither. Perhaps you 11 fay, you ' v « 
hardly ifs’d by both. So will any Malefaftor, who uffers a - 
cording to his Defert: But who is to be judge ? Whe he the 
Culprit at the Bar in his own Caufe, or the impart J Y 
and upright Judge, who have no manner o pei on i ^ 
agaiuft him ? It is eafy to fee, to whom molt Credit is to b 
given; for according to the old Proverb, No 
die in his own AffJ- But in a Word, unlels a Minority 
lubmit to a Majority, there can no human Sccie y 

Civil or Sacred fubfifl.-You add ; “ Are not the Doc- 

“ trines of Faith conducive to the Honour of God and the 
“ good of Mankind ? and are not the Divine Truths re »- 
“ ing to a Church Polity alfo conducive to the Gloty ot 
“ God and the Good of immortal Souls ? . 

Anfwer, Sir, yes they are ; and did ever Mr. Ifrlijts 
Beny this ? But what follows from thefe Premifes . lately 
n->t this conclufion ; Therefore they are juft of equal Im¬ 
portance, and ufeful in the very lame Degree : And teeing 
‘'ns cannot follow from them, nothing can, to your Purpole. 
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For the following Sophifm isjuft as concluflve as yon r « 
ment. A Britifh Shilling bears King George’s Ima 
for his Honour, and the Good of his Subjefts ; a (j V 'i 
alfo bears King George's. Image, is for his Honom- Ulne, j 
the Good of his Subjects ; therefore a Shilling a ’ n ? 1)| l 
Guinea arc julf of the fame intrinlick Worth and \ ’ | 
lue. If you ow’d a Man ten Guineas, and offer’d him ” 5 '| 
Shillings in lieu of the former, urging him to take th't 
in full Payment, would not he reckon you either a K n ^ I 
or a Fool? And certainly they mud be a ftupid R acc 3Ve l 
Mankind, of the lowed Underdandings, upon whom f ? 
Arguments, or rather Sophifms, as you frequently u f e ^ , | 
your Book, can prevail upon to believe you. You co^ 
elude this Charge with thefe Words, “ What Subjedt in K'' 
“ Kingdom could be deem’d truly loyal hearted, to fit [ 
“ fupinely negligent, and hearing fuch Language, and f ec . 

“ ing fuch Papers pafs’d againft his Divine Government 
“ without remondrating and giving the Alarm?’’ To which 
I reply, If Mr. Carlifle'i Words in the conteftcd Paragraph • 
be taken in the mod fufpicious Senfe, in which they can 
I have fufficiently proven you to be equally guilty from your 
own Words, Page of the Survey 90; and if they be taken 1 
in the lad Senfe which I gave of them, which I verily 
believe was his Meaning, then they are lyable to no Objedfi. 
on ; for there is nothing in them that in the lead detradfs 
from the kingly Authority of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 1 
Chrift. We firmly believe the Sudance of prefbyteria! 
Government the only authoriz’d ChurchGovernmentintbe 
New Tedament, but as to the form of exercifing this Go- ' 
vernment, in our fupreme Judicatories, the Scripture has left , 
us at Liberty to chufe which way will bed anfwer the gene, 
ral Good of the Church and Conveniency of its Officers; 
whether to meet by Delegation, or otherwife : So that you 
are without Caufe in a Panick, as the Pfalmid fays of the / 
Wicked, Pfal. liii. 5. There were they hi great Fear, f 
where no Fear was. You would have confulted your own | 
Credit much better,had you obferv’d what So/enicw fays, Prov, 
xvii. 27. He that is wife fpareth Worth, ver. 28. Even i 1 
Fool when he holdeth his peace, is accounted wife] andht 1 
that Jhulteth his Lips is efeem'd a Man of Underfunding n 
Page the 15th, you fay, “ In the third Place, thereof- | 
“ fers to Confideration another New-light Dodtrine, viz< y 
Page 18 of this Sermon,—That different Creeds andon - I 

* “ feffions, i| 
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p 0 ns, human Schemes of Divine Truth, appear at firft 
, f to be but leffer Matters of the L-aw, when com- 


Then 


ai 

“ ^^’j'with Faith, Repentance, and a pious Life. 

11 K 1 he End of the fame Paragraph they are call’d, thisTyth 
‘‘ at ,- pfmt, Ann'tfe and Cummin.” You fay, “ as Church 
“ Government in the lad notic’d Expreffion, was fet firft 
“ • the Synod’s Roll of Trifles, fo now different Creeds 
a ind Confeffions are fet next in the faid Roll.” To which 
‘ „ ^; or ds I reply, You affert here two grofs Non-truths, 

1 Have broken the Law of the great God, in bearing falfe 
S tnefs againft your Neighbour, for he has no where in the 
’[ j0 | e sermon, in thcKaforefaid Sentence, nor any where 
"lie put either Church Government, or Creeds or Confeffi- 
oris'm either the fird or lad Roll of Trifles: He doesnotcall 
i.hem, or compare them to Trifles at all; nay docs not call, 
liiem little Things in themfelves, he calls them indeed leffer 
Matters of the Law, when compar’d with Faith, Repentance 
and a pious Life. The Word Trifles is not-within two Line* 
of the Sentence you quote, but in the third Line above it, 
and a full Pundfum between that Sentence and this one. 

You remember, Page 12, you quoted this Sentence, where 
he fays, that “ a partial and difproportionate Zeal dwells 
“ on fmaller Matters, and fometimes on Trifles, with the 
“ fame or greater Degree of Warmth and Violence as on 
a the mod neceffary Articles and Duties of Religion;” 
which you own’d yourfelf was true in the Abfiradt; but I 
now tell you exprefsly what he meant by thefe Words, and 
what he particularly underdood by thefe Trifles, namely, 
that Difference about obferving Eajler, &c. upon which the 
IVefeni and EaJlern Churches divided and excommunica¬ 
ted one another. This happened in the 4th Century, and for 
many Centuries divided them, as Bede, Du Pine, Petrie , 
and almod all EcclefiadickHiltorians take notice of it. The 
particular Difference was thus, the Latin Church, in Re¬ 
membrance of Chrid’s Refurredfion, did obferve Eafer 
the fird Sabbath after the Full Moon of March ; the Eaf - 
ern or Greek Church kept for Eafer the 14th Day of the 
Moon, on whatfoever Day of the Week it fell. Now was 
n °t this a very Trifle, for one Church to excommunicate 
another, in the Judgment of us who are Prefbytcrians, e- 
jfeciaily when we cannot find in the New Tedament any 
fecept f or obferving it at all, or any Day, except the 
u «ftian Sabbath? 


Having 














Having now (hewn that thefe Trifles have only te i . 
to Eafter and other holy Days not commanded i n t|, P 
of God, but not at all to Church Polity, Creeds or p 
feflions, I come now to confider thefe Words, “ t | ^°H.I 
“ ferent Creeds and Confeflions, human Schemes of py ^'li 
“ Truth, ire.” which you alledge contain dreadfu] fJ lnt l 
light Dodtrine; and to (hew you, and my other R e i e ' v *IJ 
that they contain no fuch Thing, but on the contrar^’l 
wholefome and found Dodtrine according to Godlinefs. ’I 
fefs’d and pradtis’d by many of our godly Reformers hwY 
feveral Proteftant reformed Churches, long before mode I 
New-light had a Being or was ever heard of in the \y 0 u I * 
I would firft define the Terms; 1 ■ 

ift, By Creed is commonly meant a brief Summary of t i 

chief Principles necefTary to be believed by aChrifli an 'I 
order to Salvation, colledted out of the holy Scriptures ’Jj 
perfedtly agreeable to the fame. 

* zdly, A larger Summary not only of thofe Truths, but 
alfo of thofe Things that are to be pradtis’d, is called a Con. 
feflion. » 

idly, By Scheme is ufually meant any Draught or Plat, 
wherein Things are laid down, in Method and Order. 

4thly, By human Schemes, are meant fuctfa Draught ot 
Plan laid down by Men. 

And laftly, By Divine Truths, are meant thofe that are ' 
revealed by God. 

Now I would remark here ; that it is not the Divine 
Truths themfelves, contain’d in different Creeds and Con- I 
feflions, that he meant to be leffer Matters of the Law, when J 
compar'd with Faith, Repentance, and a pious Life ; fot *7 
thefe very Things, viz. Faith, Repentance, and a pious ‘J 
Life, are contain'd in our Creeds and Confeflions, and are | 
a principal and necefTary Part of them ; for this would be to ! 
compare at the fame time, the fame Things with themfelves; jj 
and to reckon them at the fame time, both greater Matters I 
of the Law, and leffer Matters of the Law, which is a flat I 
Contradidtion. His Meaning then, mult be, not that thefe I 
Divine Truths themfelves, in our Creeds and Confeflions, | 
are leffer Matters of the Law, but the human Schemes, 
Draughts, or Plans in which thefe Truths are exprefsd or 
laid down ; that provided the Divine Truths be the fame in 
feveral Creeds and Confeflions, it is not a Matter of fo vc | 
ry great Importance, tho’the Plan in which thefe Truths are I 


jeing human, be different. Thus it is with re- 
j 3 td yu e f e Creeds, that are commonly call’d, the Apoft- 
(pe# t0 . yjicean and the Athenafsan ; the Truths are 
tie's> u ’ , fubltantially the fame in each ; but the Scheme, 
piv ,ne or r i an) being human, is in all the three differ- 
P raU8 Thus it is alfo with refpedt to thefe three Confeflions 
et* our Weftminfter, the Scots, and the French Con- 
ofJ alt ^he Divine Truths are fubftantially the fame in each, 
f«°“ ; the plan or Scheme in which tltele Truths are laid 
J ^in each is different one from another. 
i0 'Td his Meaning is, that one Proteftant Church who 
, .fribe to one of thofe Creeds, and Confeflions, for In- 
the Apoftle’s, and the' Weftminfter, ought not to 
J rife or be zealous ogainft their Proteftant Brethren in 
v two other Sifter-churches, who fubferibe and adhere to 
other two Creeds and Confeflions ; feeing all the 
Iree profefs the fame Divine Truths ; it is not a matter ol 
fuch Importance, tho’ the human Plan, or Scheme in which 
thefe Truths are exprefs’J be different in all the three. J he 
Scots Conft’flion which was formed in the Year i >6o, con- 
fiftine of XXVI Chapters, we have printed in the Rev’d Mr. 
Caldcrwood's Church Hiftory, from Page the 14th to Page 
j,>h. And the French, confiding of XL Articles, we have 
printedin the firft Volume of the Rev’d Mr. John.Quick’s Sy 
nodicon, from Page 6th to *6th. This Contefiion Wfs form’d 
at firft by the venerable, learned, judicious and pious Mr. 
John Calvins, the great Reformer. This Confe.flion was 
received by the Church of France, in their firft national 
Synod, held in the City of Paris in the Year of our Lord 
1J50 ; for both which Confeflions I have a great E/teen* 
and Regard, as being fo confonant and agreeable, to our 
own Weftminfter one. 

I (half now' (liew my Reader from many Instances, that 
our firft godly Reformers, in the feveral Proteftant Churches 
of Europe, a died exadtly agreeably to what Mr. Catlifle 
fays in the above quarrcll'd Exprcflion, by (hewing no ZeaL 
again ft one another, but the greatfll Love and Harmony, 
in mutually fubferibing one anothei’s Confeflions of Faith, 
where the Divine Truths were the fame, tho’ the Schemes 
or Plans in which thefe Truths were laid down, being hu¬ 
man, were various and different one from another : 1 (hall 
give feveral Inltances of this, firft in particular Pevfcns, and 
then of whole Churches. 

The 
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The firdl /hall mention, is the holy Mr. 7ohn W 
Avho is reported to have fpent eight Hours eVery 
Prayer ; who had been Miniiter of Air, a Member o^," 1 
General Aflembly, and confequently had fisbfcrib’d the 'u 
SfoHConfeffion, which obtain’d in that Church before^ 
Weflmnfler was compil’d ; yet we find him a Mem be,' 
the General Synod of Gap, and fubfcribing the FrL , 
Confeffion in the Year 1603, when he became Pallor ^ 
French Church called St. Jean D'AnglyX See Ouiri'.d , 
nodicon Vol. I. Page ?54 / From tgefii S 3 
produce the Names of many eminent and worthy 1 
Divines, ailing the fame Part with refpedt to the FreJl 
Confeffion ; fuch as Melds- George Elliot. George Thor 
fon, Primerofe, &c. ' * 1 navu 

I fhail next quote the Practice of whole Churches, aflin, 
the fume Part, viz. of France and Holland, mutually f uh g 
1 cubing one another’s different Confeffions, and I (hall . 
you the Hidory of it, in the Words of the fame Rev’d a„‘ 
thor. Page 143 « Our Brethren of the Low-Countric] 
having requelled, that feme good Courfe might be ta- 
ken, and Means us d that the Deputies of their Churches 
might for time to come, be prefent at our national Sv 

‘ nods, and ours at theirs,-and whereas the Brethren 

their Deputies, have tendred to this Synod (i.e. at Vitre 
\ the Confeffion of Faith, and Body of Church- 

‘ E>*Icipfm«r, own’d and embrac’d by the faid Churches of 
the Low-Countrie f ; this Arlembly having heartily blefsM 
** Opd for that fweet Union and Agreement, both in Doc* 
trine and Difcipline, between the Churches of this Kin?- 
•f,dom and of that Repub lick, did judge meet to fubferibe 
them both, anditdidalfo requelt thole our Brethren, their 

4 ‘ Deputies reciprocally, to fubferibe our Confeffion ofFaith, 

and Body of Difcipline ; which in Obedience to the Com- 
*‘ million given them by their Principals, they did accord- 
ingly; thereby tellifying that mutual Harmony and A- 
“ greement in the Dodtrine and Difcipline of all tile Church- 
u cs in both Nations- 

I (hall laltly take Notice of the whole Church of Scotland, 
Y;l*o had all^fubfcrib d the old Scots Gonfeflion ; but no foon- 
<r is the Iv ejlm'uifler Confeffion form’d in England, and 
by Commiffioners brought, but immediately after a due pe- 
filial, they fubferibdit as the Confeffion of their national 
■Church ; as they fay in their Adt approving of it, at Edin¬ 
burgh, 


„h flugtsfl 29th, 1647 : They find it to he moll agree- 
^ I to the Word of God, i e. the Truths contain’d in it 
^ Divine* tho’ they^ould not but perceive that the hu- 
a ' e Scheme or Plan, in which thefe Divine Truths were 
f'fdown in both the old Scots Confeffion, and it, were 
Afferent from one another. But this Difference, feeing 
j pivine Truths in both were the fame, they jultly reck- 
#Jj Jjyt (as Mr. Car/ijle fays) a lelfer Matter of the Law. 
^Havirig now feen lo many eminent godly Divines, yea 
fo many found Protellant Churches, adting up exadily to 
what Mr. Carlifle alferts in the foregoing Propofition, is 
it not unfufferably bold and arrogant (nay may not I venture 
to fay, impudent) in you, being fo young a Divine, to 
condemn, thro’ Mr. Carlifle, their Pradtice and Conduct ? 
Is not this (as you fay elfcwhere) an affronting the preci¬ 
ous Memory of the religious Dead ? 

You tell us, Page 15th, “ then by the very fame Parity 
« of Reafon, your, and your Synod’s Sermons in general, 
<< and this fynodical Sermon in particular, being but human 
<1 Schemes, ought to be valued only as this Tyth of Mint, 
« Annife and Cummin ; yet whoever would pafs fuch a Sen- 
tence upon them, would not readily efcape being reck- 
“ on’d by you Contemners, malevolent and uncharitable 
‘‘ GallumniatorsV’ To which I reply, Not at all ; the Per- 
fon that would call our Sermons fuch, would not be in the 
lead Danger of thofe hard Names from us ; for we really 
look upon the bed Sermons that ever we preach’d, to be 
no more but human Schemes of Divine Truths; whatever 
you may think of yours, and your Party’s : Perhaps you 
iook upon them to be divine Schemes of divine Truths ; 
but to cal) any Sermons, compos’d by uninfpir’d Men, fince 
the Death of the holy Apoftles of our Lord, divine Schemes 
of divine Truths, amounts, in our Judgment, to Nonfenfe, 
and (hews the Perfon that calls them fo grolly ignorant of 
what is Human and what is Divine; and points out Bedlam 
a fitter Place for him than a Pulpit. 

You add, “ there is not fo much Truth to be found in 
thefe their human Schemes as in this Confeffion.” I re¬ 
ply, All this is true ; there is not fo much Truth, or fo 
many Truths in the longed Sermon that ever any of us com- 
P°sd, or in the longed that you or any of your Party ever 
ehver d, or ever will at one time, unlefs you repeat the Con- 
e ® on it felf for a Sermon. But what is all you fay here 
D 2 to 




















II „ ' ^°u add, “ Which they treat f Ur i Y 

I), we flatly deny, that Mr. Carlije treated hfe* 
y ; t hc L ° Wnd the Tru,lls contained in ; t ‘ d ! f ' 
lough the Scheme or Plan in which they ar *°, be 
Human : And can you, Sir, in plain v , aiJ 
him in this, and fay! that the Scheme, 

S contained m it, are Divine a!To, i. e. t i ' I! 3s 
nJ not Men, made the Confdlion in Fern", °°1 
t to the venerable AlTembly at Wefiminjler ,’ s f ? d 
chvered to Mcfes at Shall If this be your Met* 
it out, and plainly tell the World fo " n ' 

>1 0U tC , jl “\" Th « no Jefi than an hundred „• 
Larned Enghfh Divines, who by an Ordinanc" 
Parliament, together with five Miniftcrs , ^ 
rds ruling Elders, by Appointment of the Church 
conveen’d in King Henry the Sev nt . 

%J mt i e c r> Uf T theM ° {July, being Sa . 
rd 43 > and fat until February 22d, 1640 whi 1 
ears, hx Months, and twenty two Days, f pem jj! 

-dying and compohng that Confelfion.” This a/, 
! ‘ ve ,°i 'he venerable Wefttninfrr AlTembly 
'perfedf, falfe and inconhffent with Truth an J 
diftory to jtftlf, that one is furpriz’d that yol 
1 acquainted with the Hidory of that Affair, 
r “ , f a ? J 11 t'c Account of the Number, pri n . 

■ s, an d rime cf Sitting of that venerai Allen:- 
ea/ s Ill-ary ’of the Puritans, Voi. r;d, Page 
!ie.c weie (lays he) an hundred and twenty 
, Dlv,ne 'b “rid thirty Lay-Afleflbrs, appoint- 
Parliament to meet the frit of in King 

St’v, nrlr« r . J .,. y . » 


- " j 

** Of the Commons, feven were Knights, of which Sir 
it J ohit Ciot worthy was one, of whom bv the female Line 
the Right Honourable Lord Maffarem is defeended. D-. 
,1 William Twifs opened the AlTembly by Preaching and 
1. prayer, and was appointed Proluquitur ; to whom" Mr. 
,1 Charles Herl'te fucceeded. 

“ The Lay-AflelFors had an equal Liberty of debating and 
k voting with the Divines. 

“ Every Member before his Admiffioit, took the follow- 
•< ingVowor Prote'dation, viz. I do ferioufly and foiemn- 
.. iy in the Prefence of Almighty God declare. That in 
<1 this Allembly whereof I am a Member, I will not main- 
« tain any Thing in Matter of Dodtrine, but what I be- 
“ lieve in my Confcience, to be moll agreeable to the 
1. Word of God, or in point of Difcipline, but what I 
“ (hall conceive to conduce molt to the Glory of God, and 
■< the Good and Peace of his Church : And to refrelh their 
“ Memories, this was read in the AlTembly every Monday 
" Morning. 

••The fird Thing they took in Hand was, to confidcr 
*' what Ammendments were proper to be made in the doc. 
“ t " lla ! Amcles of the Church o f England, and fpent ten 
‘ Weeks in debating upon the fird fifteen, before the Arri- 
val of the Scottijh Commrfiioners : Their Defign was, to 
(( r ^ llder t lcm more c^prefs and determinate in favour of 
Lalvsnijm and equally to guard them againlt Armni- 

“ the r ° n ° ne ^ an ^' an ^ aintinomianijin on the o- 

„ "mi? Parliament had fent Commiffioners to the Gene- 
i, , Ahcmb.y, to requed the Affidance of the Scots ■ and 

“ F Twi^m M their Commilfioners to (it m the 
ive.mmflcr AlTembly, 

« hdnglifh C°mmiIfionefs arrived at Edinburgh Au- 

r< ff" 2d ’ and we re favourably receiv’d by the AlTem- 
“ o y ; rr POd '«» Preliminary; That the two Na- 
« Ives and ft enU J T° a per P etHal Covenartt , for then,. 

“ uGod" h T te ‘| ty ’ tliat 3,1 things might be done 
« Plant m fe ’ Recording to his Will : And that if En- 
“ { “ * Wl11 co . me '"to this, they will unanimoufy advife 
“ l am-ntT^ 0 "/^°f States of Scotland, to-affid ihe Par. 

« E i g a u d Wlth Forces in their prefent War. 

« drawn ,m‘ ns y u thc , Sokmn Lea g ue a »d Covena,it is 
n up, read and approven of in AlTembly at EJin- 
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“ burgh Augufl 11, 1643, and CommifTioners appoi nt( . 
“ to [it in the Wejlminjler Aflerably, and Inflruftions gi V j 
“ them. n 

“ The Commiflioners were three Noblemen and fi Ve 
“ Divines, viz. Lord Maitland, afterwards Duke of L au 
“ derdale, Earl of Lothian, or Cafjils, (as the Aft of Af. 
“ fembly has it) and Sir Archibald Johnjlon, commonly 
“ called Lord Warriflon, the Rev’d Meffieurs Alexander 
“ Henderfon, George G.llefpy, Samuel Rutherford, R Q% 
“ bert Baily, and Robert Douglap: But though he w as 
“ Commiffion’d, I don’t find him in the Lid with the 0, 
“ ther four Brethren who attended the AlTembly ; Sicknefs 
<! or fome insuperable Difficulty had prevented him. 
“ Their Inffruftions were to promote the Extirpation o[ 
“ Popery, prelacy, Hereby, Schifm, Scepticifm, and/. 
“ colatry ; and to endeavour an Union between the two 
‘ ‘ Kingdoms in one Confellion of Faith, one Form of 
“ Church Government, and one Direftory of Worfhip. 
•< When the Scotijh Commiflioners arrived at Weflminjler 
“ in September, and prefented the Covenant to the Af- 
“ fembly, they took their Seats; and Monday, being the 
“ 25th of September, was appointed to have it fubfcrib’d 
“ and fworn to ; which was accordingly done, both by 
“ the Lords, the Members of the Alfembly, and by the 
“ Commons. 

“ The Divines who were mofl Epifcopally indin d took it 
tl not, but withdrew, except Doftor Fealty- After the 
“ Slots CommifTioners came, the Affembly laid alide the 

Thoughts of the Thirty-nine Articles. And the Co- 
“ venant being fworn, they next refolved to form a Di- 
“ reftory, Otfobcr the 17, 1643, and finifii’d it, and clta- 
“ blifh’d it by an Order of Parliament, January 3d, 
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“ Then they began to compile the Direftory for Ordi< 
et nation of Minilters, and for Presbyterian Church Go* 
“ vernment : This took up a great deal of Time ; by 
(t resfon of the Oppolition it met with, both from EraJ- 
“ tiaus and Independent!. However it was finifhed, and 
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,. and an Aft paffed for the Ufe of it in all Church- 

“^November 14,164*. 

“ was alfo approven of by the Commrffion of the 
- „ e l\ AlTembly of the Church of Scotland at Edw- 
1649 - ™d by the Committee 
‘ ‘c £lhtes at Edinburgh, January 8, 1650* ns is 
‘ ft Paraphrafe of the Pfalms in Meeter which we 
‘ v u f e; its Author was Francis Roup Elq ; a Mem- 
“ jj er 0 f the Englilh Parliament, and alio a Member o 

for reviling «d 

, : Jthl Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England; 

„ bin the Scots inflfted 0,1 having a Syl r Cm ° f the " °m*‘ 

,< a Committee was therefore appointed, to prepay Ma * 
ferials forthis Purpofe, May 9 th, U 45 * Then Names 
„ were Dr. Gofige, Dr. Hoyle, MelTrs. Gataksr, 

„ Reynolds and Vines, with the Scots Denies : Who 
„ having fettled the Titles of the ieveral Chapters, drf- 
« trdbuted them for greater Expedition, among feverd 
,« Sub-committees, which fat two Days every Week; ana 
« then reported what they had fimlhed to the G °m mlt * 

- tee, and fo to the AlTembly, where it was debated 

“ Paragraph by Paragraph. ,. r r 

“ The Difpute about Difcipline occafiondfo many In- 
" terruptions, that it was a Year and a half before the Work 
« was finifhed, viz. November 26, 1646. 

It was prefented to the Parliament Decern er irtli, 
.. 1646, who voted the AfTembly Thanks ; and delrred 
■< them to infert the Proofs in their proper Places, and 
<■ then to print lix hundred Copies and no more, tor the 
■< perufal of the two Houfes. Meffieurs Wtljon and By 
« field were appointed to colleft the Scriptures, tor Con- 
*■ formation of the ieveral Articles. After this the whole 
" was committed once more to the Review of tie t ire , c 
“ Committees, who made Report to the Alfembly oi ,luch 
» farther Ammendments as they thought necellary ; whicn 
“ being agreed to by the Houfe, it was fent to the Brels, 
4 May 11, 1647. It was received by the General Allem- 
" blyof Scotland, and fubfcrib’d as the Confeffion of their 
“ National Church, Augufl 27th, 1647, as appears by 
‘‘ their Aft. , . 

“ While the Confeffion was carrying on througn the 
ft AlTembly, Coniratuees were appointed to reduce it to 
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c ‘ the Form of a Larger and Shorter Catecliifm. The Short; I 
“ was drawn up by the Rev’d Mr. Newcomen , Dr. ^ 

“ roHfmith, and Dr. Tuckny, and by the .Aflembly pre ' 

“ fented to be approv’d of by the Houfe of Commons 
“ November jth 1647 ; but the Larger by reafon of ,1,"' 

“ marginal Proofs from Scripture, which the Houfe d c ' 

“ fired might be inferted, was not ready till the 14th 0 p 
“ April 1648. Mr. Rutherford moved, Ofioicr ij.r 
“ 1647, and defired that it might be recorded in the Scribes I 
“ Books, that he and his Fellow Contmiflioners from Scot- 1 
“ land, had attended all the Time they had been debating, 

“ and perfecting thefe four Things mentioned in the Cove* 

“ nant; a Directory for Publick Worfhip, an uniform 
“ Confeflion of Faith, a Form of Church-government and 
«< Difcipline, and a Publick Catechifnt About a Week af. 

«< ter he, and the reft of the Commifiioners took their Leave, 

*« and returned Home. After the Scots Commifiioners were 
«• gone, and the Larger Catechifm approven of April 14th, 

“ 1648, there was but a few of the Englifh Members flay’d, 

«i w ho Jived in or nigh the Cities of London and Wefiviin- 
“ fter , (the publick principal Work being all finifh’d for 1 
“ which they met) thofe who remained were employ’d by 
“ the Parliament, to examine Candidates for the holy Mi- 
“ niftry, as there was now a great Necefllty to fill thofe 
«c places, which were become vacant by the Epifcopals be- 
“ ing call out of many Churches.” 

From your Account of the Wejlwtiiijler AfTembly, con:- 
pared with this brief Relation I have given of it from an 
approven Hiftorian, the Reader will readily make the fol¬ 
lowing Remarks. 

\fl. That you have very falfly given the Number of the 
Englilh Members; you fupprefs 21 of the Divines who were 
firlt appointed, as alfo the 17 who were fuperadded, and 
likewife the 30 Lay-affelTors, viz, the 10 Lords, and 20 
Commons. , 

id, You have reckon’d the Time of their Sitting wrong, 
even according to the Account you gave of it your felf; 
viz. from July ift 1643, to Feb 2d 1649 ; which you fay 
was S Years, 6 Months, and 22 Days ; whereas between 
thefe two there are 5 Years, 7 Months, and 22 Days; 
fo here you are a Month wrong, even according to the 
Scotch Computation, reckoning the Beginning of the 

Yeaf 


from the fir ft of January ; and according to the Eng- 
V* who began the Year at the ajth of March you are 
'Months wrong, and inconftftent with your felf. 

I 3 ^° T |, e Confeflion of Faith it felf was begun May 9th, 
if. and finifh’d, approven, and lent to the Prels, May 
l64 h’1647; fo that the IVejlminfler AflTembly were em- 
about it two Years and two Days, and no more nor no 
P? 5 ' In a Word, our excellent Wefmtnfter Confeflion, 
hi’ch has ftood the Tryal of all its Adverfar.es, for the 
' Vh ' e of an hundred and feven Years, and I hope will, till 
oive place to Eternity, (lands in no Need o pious 
laud S and falfe AfTertions, to procure it more Regard, from 
^Confide rati on of the Length of Time taken up m its Cora- 
Sure • ft fpeaks for itfelf ; its perfefl Confiftency with 
r, f its Agreement in Subttanf.als, with the belt Con- 
r ffions of the other Reformed Churches, and its un,verbal 
H mony with the Holy Scriptures, the Divine Spring from 
Stance it was drawn, manifellly fliew that it is not a ore- 
mature or hilly Birth, but on the contrary, was a \\ ork of 
jae Deliberation, great Judgment, and profound Study. 
Hut after all, what need one .ell lies about it ? We have the 
Charafters of its venerable Authors, frem Mr. Baxter, in 
thefe Words; “ that they were Men of eminent Learning, 
1. Godlinefs, minifterial Abilities, and great bidehty; tho 
“ he was not a Member himfelf, he was perfonally acquaint- 

“ ed with many of them.” 

Page 19th, you fay, “ There offers to Canfideration, 
“ Page 31 of laid Sermon, another New-Light Doffune ; 
11 viz. i think I may venture without Offence to any Man, 
“ to fay of Subfcription, which is only an Appointment of 
“ Man, what the Apoftle faid of Circamcifion, which was 
a an Ordinance of God, Circumcifion (laitli he) availeth 
“ nothing, and Uncircumcifion availeth nothing, but faith 

“ which worketh by Love.--So may I lay, Subfcription 

“ is nothing,and NonfubfcriptiiJn is nothing, but aviituous 
“ Life.” 

I obferve here according to your tifual Cuftoni, you have 
quoted your Author very unjuflly; for he fays, but a holy 
and virtuous Life; you fupprefs the Word holy , which in¬ 
cludes Piety toward God, and reprefent him as only faying 
a virtuous Life; which when underllood, in Contradillinc- 
•ion to Holinefs, lignifies only our Duty toward Man. I 
can’t tell what was vour Defign in this Omifllon, in falfe 
’ Wit- 
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Witnefs-bearing againft your Neighbour, if it W as n 
reprefent him as afferting, that benevolent and virtuonrV 9 

tions toward Men was the whole of Religion. s ^ c - 

1 mall tranfcribe the whole Paragraph, that the \v 
ntay not be impos’d upon by your falfe Quotation. ° r d 
1 £ l! ink 1 may venture without Offence to any Man 
fay of Subfcription, which is only an Ordinance of juF 0 
(and has in a great Meafure been the Matter of cue , 
happy Debates) what the Apoftle Paul faid of Circn 
„ ? r fl0n » ' vhlcl ' was an Ordinance of God; Circumci /£* 
( fayshc ) nothing,andUncircumcifion avaiUt 

nothing , hut Laith which worketh by Love ; or as I 
„ dfewhe-re exprelTeth it but keeping 'the Commands J 
« clr' S ■ 1 fay ’ Subfcn P tI0 n is nothing, and Non 

« [ ■ nP ^°M S n ° thi "e> bu ‘ a holy and virtuous Life" 

« ° r ‘he Mmiller that lives foberly, righteoufly and god’ 

“ l y fr‘T dleS i W n’ a " d 1S f °und in the Faith, is accepted 
„ £ fGod > anc i jniHy eflecm’d by all Men, whether he Sub. 
fcribe or not; and without thefe good Qualities evei v 
thing elfe fignifies juft nothing.” ,y 

ofM^c 11 ° Wn, j V vaS °, ffbnded when I heard this Paragraph 
of the Sermon delivered in the Synod, particularly when he 

• tered what ls m ‘he ParentheCs, that Subfcription has been 
n a great Meafure the Matter of our unhappy Debates; for 
I apprehended he had faid, it was the Caufe of our unhap. 
py Donates; but when I heard him read over the Paragraph 
nejet Day, I found I had through wrong Hearing, midaken 
his Meaning: For certainly, between a Matter and Caufe 
there ,s a wide Difference. He did not fay, that Subfcrip- 
tion had been the Caufe of our unhappy Debates; but only, 
Abe Matter of them. The belt of Things (we all know 
Mave been, and may be, the fubjeH Matter of Debates ; 
but it is only a thing evil in itfelf that can be the Caufe of 
them. As the ApoiUe James faith iv. chap, id ver. From 
whence come Wars and Fightings P come they not hence, 
even of your Lufts ? Our Lord Jefus Chrilt himfelf, and 

r l- ^L e „ C J 0US ^ rutbs °f ‘he Gofpel, were undoubtedly the 
lubject Matter of Debates, between the primitive Chriftians, 
and the unconverted Jews and Gentiles-, but it was the Ig¬ 
norance, Malice, Unbelief, and Corruption of the Hearts of 
the latter, which was the proper Caufe of their Debates 
with the former: And it cannot be deny’d, that the fubjefl 
‘Matter of our unhappy Debates in the Year 1721, and 

ever 


„ ] 

{ yer fince, was Subfcription ; but it was not the Caufe of 

ttieni. ' 1 

You fay. Page 24th, “ the Synod is fatisfy’d that it } e 
a Subfcription, be blamed as the Matter of'their unhaoDV 
i‘ Debates, that is, an Engine of Difcord and Divifion ” 
I reply, that this is a diredl Fallhood, he never blam’d it 
as ,i,e Matter of our Debates, and if he had, the Synod 
would have very juftly blam’d and cenfur’d him for doing 
lb. You fa y “ the y are fatisfied that it be blam’d as an En- 
“ gine of Difcord and Divifion.” I reply again, this is 
another grols Fallhood of your own making; and I defie 
the father of Lies himfelf, to atlert a greater: Where has 
Mr. Carlifle in his whole Sermon, call’d Subfcription an 
Engine ot Difcord and Divifion or where have the Ge¬ 
neral Synod declared thenffelves fatisfied, that it be blam’d as 
an Engine of Dffcord and Divifion ? Shew me this one 
Tiling, and I’ll give up the whole Caufe. 

An Engine is a mechanical Word, and fignifies a certain 
Machine, purpofely formed for a certain End, to do a cer- 
tarn Work : Now has either Mr. Carlifle in his Sermon, 
or the Synod, laid that Subfcription was form’d with this 
View and Defign to create Dilbord and Divifion in the 
Church. If you cannot, you mull from henceforth be 
blamed as a malicious Calumniator, and a notorious falfe 
Vutnels bearer againtt your Neighbour. 

1 come now to thew my Reader, notwithdanding all 
the Buttle you make about what Mr. Carlifle lias faid, 
m the above-contetled Paragraph; that you are as great, 
or as much a New-light Man as he : For have not you faid 
« g . 9 ,°,’ L I , frankl y °wn that I comfortably hope, and cha- 
„ „ 7, bebevc , tha ‘ ‘h«e are pious Chriltians in the 

„ Protedant Churches of Scotland, England, Germany, 

« fTSn a ’ r C ‘ , yea amon g the Independents and Ana- 
a \ X , ln yea among the Miniders and Peo- 

(1 Pf. 0 / tbe General Synod of ULSTER in Ireland, 
u ! f Tr ar r 0f G , hrl(l a!ittle F1 °ok ; and altho’ the Peopli 
« /. ,, le ^ e evera l Perfuafions differ from me, yet I dufire 
mil to maintain a charitable Regard for them?” New 
TikIgt y° u . iere P^blickly own, that Subfcription in your 
a , § ,7 en -, 1S - nothlng ’.? nd Non-fubfcription is nothing, but 
For - y . v ‘ rtuous LlFe , or Faith which worketh by Love ? 

Gene a ‘l S c fe i Va c bl , e r;) iat “7 Church of Scotland, and the 

ral Synod of Ulfier, fubferibe the Wejlminfler- Con- 

felllon 
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fcffionof Faith. ^SS'nd^.nJ AgJjjMj 

^fiTdelirMoha/e a charitable Regard for them, 

r f ,u* rLrch of Scotland, fome Independents, f ome I 
r n of ,t e C a ’ d fome Minifters and People of the bynod 0 f f 
P NeU.,?S«b“r P i"P „orNo»-r«brcnpt,™ c„ ke I 
UJI.ei. Nel ‘ . R Jjd and Efteem, feeing that iome of 1 
the Ground of g fome not but fome other thing- I 

Ground of ^ l 

andyouteH us p Y ^ . chrl (f,ans, becaufe I 

Regard, vie- F^ock. That is juft as Mr. Car. I 

they are of Chrift a > l account of lheir J h oly and virtu. I 
li/le has expie » , j? cep ; ng t he Commands of God, or o n I 
accounTof the apparent Fruits of their Faith work,ng by 1 

L °ru, nerhaps it will be cbjedled here, that you fay in the 
But perhaps 1 (< , t the W ork of Grace that 

«'v'T cLTtSy hoped God has wrought in their Hearts; 

k rzi - ctri’tass ssi; 

;; R-^of my Behaviour towards them in Points of religi- 

“ ous Communion.” 1 C^rl^Tn the aforesaid 

the fame time it ts as tn* hat Mr. ^ri ,p ^ 

Paragraph i s neither exii S Communion with 

tians of the fubfcnb.ng Par ty, W J P heft Words t0 his 

Non-fubfcnbers : He is not ^ J twhWhnding the Pre f. 
&!&&*.** 

up mimftenal Co ® I ? u ’ ll ° n App ii cat ion of his Doftrine, to 
for when he is maki g h ]i£ p s << i t is not 

his Brethren in the Sync>d, T ^ t \ ficatio ^ or Condem- 

a a««"ii.°'r»v.”i- *• “-tsgtesscs 


it was determined at uun s , . V e f t her is he to be under-- 
the Hon-lubfcnbers was v . • pi re aions to a va- 

Ifood in the aforefaid P **. 8 of f Minitter, nor telling 

cant Congregation in the Cb subferiber or a Non- 

them, that it is equal ^hetherlebe &t ^ bat 

fubferiber, that they choofe for thei ^ and Pe o- 

he is immediately addreffirig hirafe ■ ■ .- them from 

ple, that attend on our Mmiftry, 

fuffering the Party Names of 1 EW J .n hatred, *• 
their Minds with Unchantablenefs, IM«», or H ga ; n ft 


r n Cm of anv Man. (And has not Chrift carried 
guinh the Pe ^hen he teacheth us to love our Enemies.) 
fishes c Elders and People, to efteem Men on ac- 
f?e exh f heir Faith working by Love, their keeping the 
count of :fGod> or their holy and virtuous Lives, whe- 
c ° m man d we f re Subfcribers or not; neither is he lure de- 
tV>ef the Elders or People who belong tojubfenb ng 

[iring e defert their Pallors and to join to the non-fi• 

^i u fte Minifters; But he is only exhorting them to behave 
f cri c bin . g S tight and charitable Frame of Spirit, Without 
‘0 luC ! MuUcetgainft the Perfons of fuch ; Juft as you fay 
Hatr g d pace oo, 2 with refpect to the nonfubfcribing lnde- 
y°". d °’ P Jd Anabaptifts, ‘ ardently loving whatever 

1 I pende fee amiable about them, even tho’you differ in fome 

1 “ I° h "L from them,” viz. in Subfcription for one Thing. 

u Thing , . i| •„ - lt : n you, to condemn Mr. 6 ctr- 

It £ 2 ail the Members of the General Synod for what 

o y °T IhalUowtftlyf coiiMeJ the Words thcmfelves ; and 

lv ‘ Jrnlv Ihew my Readers that they contain no IS ew-ltghi 
l Sin but on the contrary a Doftnne according ! 

aSe/,, which every real Chnftian of whatfoever De- 

if- 'I n °si n fa|tion U fsnmhingrandNinfubfcription is nothing, 

tli but ahoN and virtuous Life, i.c. Subfcription without a holy 

iis and virtuous Life is nothing, or Signifies nothing to procure 

cf- the Perfon the Elteem of Men, or the Acceptance of God 

■ep And Nonfublcription without Hohnefs figmfies juft a 

it, little : That there is not the leaf! Force or Violence done 

to to Mr. Carlifle' s Words in this plain Paraphrafe ot them, 

iot appears from the following Reafons. _ 

an- ift. It is confcffed by all, that yi our Enghfli Tongue, 

: as and even in the Scottifh Dialeft of it, the Conjundhon or 

i ' Particle but lignilies without. , . . 

ler- I 2dly. The Word but (ignifies without, in all thole Scuu- 
vs- | lures to which he alludes, namely, I Cor. vii. 19. Ctrcum- 
ling cifion is nothing, and Uncircttmifion is nothing, bu r, 

Ion- ' ot without the keeping of the Commandments ol God. 
but Cal. v. 6. For in Chrift Jefus neither Circwneifton a- 

’ e0 ‘ vaileth any thing, nor Uncircumciftm, but or with- 

rom 0UT Yaith which worketh by Love. 

,an. e jdly, The Word but, not only may, but mull be taken 

I, a ; , to Signify without, becaufe in the Amplification of the Pro- 
ainft pufition he takes it So. In the End of the fame Sentence 




















which is its genuine Fruits, If you will venture to fay^ 
that either Subfcription or Nonfubfcription will ftand ip 
Head of faving Faith, or the Fruits of it, a h . ly and vir. 
tuous Life ; I dare fay you are the firft Man that ever Paid fo. 

Neither is this way of fpeaking of Mr. CarliJIe s without 
Precedents in the facred Scriptures, fee i Cor. xiii. i—3. 
Where the Apoftle tells us, That tho’ he had all thefe miracu. 
lous and extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, without the 
laving Grace of Love to God, all thefe would profit hint 
.nothing, orfignify jult nothing to him, he would undoubt¬ 
edly perilh if he had not a lincere Love to God and Men, 
flowing and proceeding from a faving and juftilying Faith 
in our Lord Jefus Chrill, all thefe things, viz. the miracu. 
Jous and extraordinary Gifts of T ongues, that of Prophe¬ 
cy, the Faith of Miracles, the giving of all his Goods to feed 
the Poor, and his Body to the Flames, none of all thefe, 
nor all thefe taken together, would ftand in ftead, or 
make up the want of Charity to him. I would alk you 
here, would it not be treating the Apoftle very ill, nay e- 
ven blafpheming the Holy Gholt by whom thefe Gifts were 
given, to fay, that they are in thcmfelves nothing, and 
profited the Church of Chrift nothing, becaufe he fays that 
they profit the Man polTefs’d of them nothing without Chari- 
ty ? and the Parallel is very natural. It is very unjuft in 
you to alledge, that Mr. CarliJIe degrades Subfcription juft 
to nothing at all, to any other valuable End and Putpufe, 
becaufe he fays it will not ftand in (lead of a holy and vir¬ 
tuous Life ; becaufe a late Divine has faid, “ Let our Opint- 
<< ons be never fo orthodox, and our Zeal in maintaining 
1 ‘ them never fo fervent, let our Prayers be never fo he* 
“ quent, and all our Difcourfcsravifhing, let our ether At- 
“ tainmentsbe never fo great, and our Confidence of out 
“ Salvation never fo ftrong ; yet if we refufe to obey Chriit 
“ in this Precept, Mat. v. 44. Love your Enemies, 
il we are none of Chrift’s Difciples. Ail the former 
things will profit us nothing, will fignify juft nothing. 
Would it not be molt unjuft here to alletlge the Author 
was degrading Orthodoxy, Zeal, Prayer, ire. juft to^no* 
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. „ themfelves, becaufe he fays they will not all ftand 
fb '? 4 ad of the Duty of loving our Enemies : The Apoftle 
i ,! ‘if; forgoing Scriptures, tho’ he fays that thefe extraor- 
’’’.V Gifts Will profit a Man nothing without Lover to 
<> ,n f J nd Men; yet he does not fay, but they may be pro- 
for various other Ends and Purpofes viz. the Gift 
ongues might be profitable to enable the Apoftles E- 
of fufts and others, to preach the Gofpel to foreign Na- 
V3 " S s whole Language they had not an Opportunity of 
; i0 "i, lg in an ordinary way: He does not fay but the Gift 
' f Miracles were profitable for various and valuable Ends 
° 1 Purpofes ; fuch as healing many poor difeafed Crea¬ 
tes, relieving many that were poft’efs’d with Devils: And 

general confirming the Faith of many m the Truth of 
the Doftrines of Chriftianity, when they faw the Preach- 
‘ rs fo eminently countenanc’d and favour d by God ; io 
neither does Mr. CarliJIe (tho’ it cannot ftand m ftead of 
Molinefs) deny that Subfcription may anfwer all the tor- 
lowing valuable Purpofes which we of the General-Synod 

^ift, The Subfcription of our IVeJhnbiJfer-Conkfaon of 
Faith is a ftrong Barrier againft Innovations and Corrupti¬ 
ons, in both Dodtrine, Worftftp and Difcipline. 

2 dly, It gives Minifters mutual Confidence of one ano¬ 
ther’s Soundhefs in the Faith. 

sdly, It gives us Confidence in the Soundnefs of the 
Young Men whom we licence to Preach, as alio to the Peo¬ 
ple who hear them, or call them for their Pallors, when 
they know that they are of the fame Faith with themfelves, 
feeing they have fubferib’d. 

4 thly, It gives Joy to other Proteftant reform’d Churches 
to know that we believe the fame Divine Truths with 
them ; tho’ the Scheme or Plan in which thefe are laid 
dawn in both their Cbnfeffion, and ours, be different one 

from another. 

Stilly, It vindicates the Church from invidious Galium-' 
nies, which might be call upon us, as if we believed 
things which we abhor; or deny’d fome effential Doftrine3 
which we firmly believe. 

6 thly, Our Subfcription hands down from Age to 
Age, to our Pofterity with moral Certainty, what the Doc¬ 
trines were which we profefs’d, and many other valuable 
Purpofes, too tedious now to mention. 

E 2 Now, 
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Now, tho’ he has faid, that Subfcription or Non-fuk. I 
fcription of the Weflminfler Confeffion availeth nothin™ 
without Koiinefs or Faith which worketh by Love, or kern! I 
ing of the Commands of God, which nothing in Earth 
can (land in ftead of; yet if he has ever faid that it C a n . 
not anfwer all thefe fix valuable Ends and Purpofes I hav e 
mention’d, or any one of them, I fhall give up the whole 
Debate; but if you cannot prove this, then as you have faid j 
feventeen times in your Book, that he has reduc’d Subfcrip. I 
tion to nothing, thefe feventeen bold and groundlefs Alfer. I 
tions of yours will juftly be reckon’d by all fair, candid, I 
judicious Readers, ns feventeen malicious Non-truths. ’ I 

Page 2?, you own, “ That when our Synod firft pafTed ' 
ff the Aft of Subfcription, they then no doubt judg’d Sub- I 
« fcription an excellent Means for preferving Harmony i n I 
“ Doftrine, and preventing unhappy Divifions, and grie. 
te vous Debates ; yea efieem’d it a tlrong Barrier that a* 

vail’d not a little againft dangerous Innovations, a great I 
«* Duty, and a laudable Praftice, a thing of very great Mo* I 
“ ment and Importance in many defirable Reljaefts.” I re. 
ply, we look upon Subfcription to this Day, as an excel* i 
lent Means to obtain thefe valuable Ends, and others that | 
I have mention’d above. You fay, “Then Mini fie; s were 
“ Subfcribers in Sincerity.’’ I own it, and I reply. They 
are fo dill, as I (hall make fully appear : And it is very un¬ 
charitable, nay I had almofi faid impudent in you, without 
authentick Proof, toafi'ert, or even to iniinuate the contrary. 

You fay, “ then Subfcription might have been talk’d of, 

“ as an Argument to prove them not New-light Men. And 
I reply, our prefent Subfcription is as good an Argument 
to prove the fame ftill : You add, “ Sed tivipora mutan- 
“ tur, &c. but the Times are chang’d, and the Synod’s Sen- 
,l timents are chang’d with them.” To which I reply, the 
very contrary of what you here afi’ert fo groundiefly and 
impudently, without the leaft Degree of Shame or Modelly 
in you, I’ll make appear to be undoubted Truth, for rectifying 
the Mifiakes concerning our Synod whichTome weak well 
meaning credulous People may have fallen into ; and to pre¬ 
vent others for the future from being impos’d upon by you, 
and others of your Party, who have fo little regard to Etutt. 

Our General Synod at Magherafelt , in June I 74 ?> rc " 
new’d an old Aft which had been for many Years ob en e , 
in this Church for the Subfcription of our JVeJhninJlei 
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e SMitii which runs in thefe Words, viz. “ All 
fciTton of r for , he Miniftry in this Synod, both at then 
r< Condi Jat d Tl . i s> an d Mimfiers to be tnftalld, fha.. 

,( firfiand Jfeflmmjler Confeffion of Faith according 

“ f“ b , blowing Formula, which is the only one in Ule ; 

“ t0 t , hC obferved by each Prefbytery within the Bounds 
“ a ” d General Synod ; viz. I believe the Wehmmjier 
“ ° f ‘f ffiyn to be agreeable to, and founded upon toe 
,t Cenfe 1 * cs an(i as f uc h I own it as the Confeffion of 

“ holy Sj P - aswitnefs my Hand.”--And the Sanftt- 

“ "V ’lIVfuid Aft is this, « Every Prefbytery licencing, 

011 e Sng S , ar inftalling, contrary to this Aft fliall be cen- 
“ ? rd !“ "fording to their Defert, and the Probationer fo 
“ r'^r’d fha.ll not be entertain’d nor employ’d as a Preach- 

“ licenc “r . and the Per f on fo ordain d or infiall d 

“ er th , received nor continued a Member of this Sy- 
“ fhallnot^e^ ^ ^ Page 22d & nA . 

“ "f'u, has wifely conceal’d in the dark both our Synod’s 
that a H Afts inioining Subfcription, and the Formula which 
“ Aa °MAiders do fubferibe. You know (fay you ) ft 
“ ° ar ncftgn in this was, to prevent the World from* 
« youi D _ - 2 ni 0 f jydging about the Form or Force of 
“ ™ % you boafiof, for until we fee Copies thereof, 

„ we cannot fo well know, whether the Synod enjoins 
o the Confeffion to be fubfenb’d, only as a Bond of Peace 
it. .Jinfi to the above quoted Formula of the Church 

„ it t0 be agreeable to the Word of God ; in which lall 
,« s-nfe any Man might fubferibe the Turk,Jh Alcoran, or 
,C ,£ Pofii fb Manus!, while he is not requir d to declare 
.« bv Subfcription that he f.ncerely owns the Doftnncs- 
“ thereof us agreeable to the Word of God “ To which 
I reply Tho’ rt d: J not perhaps lie in Mr. PcebkM way to 
favour you with what you defire, viz. a Copy of our Aft 
and Formula, yet I have now done it ; .for we have no 
Aft or Afts that we need conceal or keep ill the Dark; wc 
are under no Referves this way ; we bluflt not to let our 
Afts be known, when there is any Occafion for doing 
fa: You may now make what Ufe of it you will, but ft 
vou think proper to criticize upon it, it would be advila- 
ble perhaps for your own Charafter s Sake, if you have a- 
ny regard to it, not to pervert the obvious Senfe and Mean- 
in? of it- as yon have done with a witnefs to both Mr, - 
° y J £ 3 Cailfie'Ss 
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Carlijle s and Mr. Delap's Sermon.-The Poring I 

tho’ ffiort, is very comprehenfive, and fo plain that 0n 
would think it needs no Explication ; however if a * 
fhouid be given, I think the Members of the Synod have 
a better Right than »ny others to do it, according to the 
old Maxim, Cttjus efl condere Leges Ejus e(l Explicate 
i. e. The Law-makers have the belt Right to explain the 
Law. 

We would obferve, ill, that the Formula confifts of two 
Propofitions, the firft of which is contain’d in thefe words 
“ I believe the Weftminjler Confeffion of Faith to be a* 

“ greeable to, and founded upon the Holy Scriptures.” 
Where one may obferve, that the Proportion is univerfal, 
without any Reftriction or Limitation whatfoever : i. fi 
We believe the whole Confeffion, every Dodtrine contain’d 
in it, without any Exception. The latter Part of the firft 
Propofition is alfo very unexceptionable, c/z. that this Con* 
feffion, or all thefe Dodfrines contain’d in it, are agreeable 
to and founded upon the Holy Scriptures, the beft and furefl 
Foundation no doubt, upon which any Dodtrines can be built. I 
The fecond Proportion is explicit, plain and unexcepti¬ 
onable alfo, viz “ and as fuch I own it as the Confeffion of 

“ my Faith, as Witnefs my Hand’’- i. e. after all the ! 

Light that I can obtain from the Father of Lights by Prayer, I 
and the clofeft comparing the faid Confeffion with the ho¬ 
ly Scriptures, and finding it agreeable to them, and found¬ 
ed upon them, I therefore fubferibe it as the Confeffion of 
my Faith. Here one may fee plainly, 

I ft, That we do not fubferibe it only as a Bond of Peace, 
as you alledge. 

2dly, That wc don’t fubferibe it in an equivocal and 
loofe way ; viz. as far as it is agreeable to the holy Scrip¬ 
tures, as if we believed that fome of the Dodtrines in it, 
were agreeable to the Scriptures, and fome not ; in this loofe 
way, a Man might fubferibe the Popijh Manuel, nay even 
the Alcorr.n it felf; but we fubferibe without Exception or l 
Limitation, that we believe the whole of it, every Dodtrine 
contain’d in it to be agreeable to and founded upon tl>e 
Word of God. 

ift, From the Stridtnefs of the above Adt injoining Sub- 
feription, every judicious Perfon will obierve, that our 
Synod have done the utmoft in their Power to preferve 
the Purity of this Cl uich in Dodtrine. 

2dly, From the Juftacfs of the Sandtipa enlorcing 
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.i. e prefbytery adhng contrary to it, to be ceniurd 
V> g ‘ ,, ine to their Demerit. The young Man fo licence 
a cC °r b e employ’d or entertain’d as a Preacher or Proba- 
n0t in this Church ; the Perfon ordain’d fo, not to be re- 
tion M as a Member of this Synod ; and the Perfon inftall d, 
^continu’d as a Member in. this Synod: What could Men 

’'^Hlv ^Ftom'the cordial Harmony and cheerful Unantmi- 
2 a jl the Members of this Synod, in fo unanimous a 
Inner voting and eftabliftiing faid Aft, without fo much 
J one diffieniing Voice. The Soundnefs of our Synod 

^athly Frorn the Condudt and Pradtice of our Synod fince 
r -g Aft was renew’d, it will further appear, how careful 
‘ have been to maintain the Purity, of both the Doc¬ 
trine and Difcipline cf this Church- 
But perhaps it may be objedted, thus the Adi indeed 
was good, if it had been ftrialy executed; but what fig- 
nifies the beft of Laws, if they be not put in due Executi¬ 
on >. To which I reply: I (hall (hew you fufficient Inftan- 
ces of the Execution of faid Adt fince it was renew d. 
The firft is this ; We were inform’d before we left the 
Synod i 749, that there was a young Gentleman in our 
Bounds who had been tranfported to another Congrega¬ 
tion, but had not been Inftall'd ; we order d his Prefby¬ 
tery to inllal him before otir next Synod, according to 
faid Adt, and if he would not fubmit to it, that he Ihould 
not be continued a Member of this-Synod; and fo he left 
us, and join’d the Prefbytery of Antrim. The iecond In- 
fiance is this, Another young Man had been ordain d, 
whofe Subfcription had not been fufficiently attefted to us, 
we enjoin’d him by Name to fubferibe according to the 
aforefaid Formula, otherwife he ffiould be declard no Mem¬ 
ber of this Synod. 

5thly, It would be obferved, from the Time in'which 
this Adt was renewed, there had elaps’d no more than four 
Fears fince the Synod 174J in which Mr. Clark affierts Mr. 
Carlijle ’s Sermon had made our whole Synod New-light 
Men: The Ridiculoufnefs of which fufficiently appears. For 
bow difficult, nay impoffible, is it for any Man of common 
Senfeto believe that aSynod intirely of New-light Principles, 
as he rep.refents that of 1745, fhou’d in the Space of four Years, 
intirely to a Man, change their Principles, and become ri¬ 
gid 0 led-light Men. and uuanimoufly make fuch an Adt, 

and 
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and enforce it by fuch Sanctions, as effeituaHy to exc! Ue ) 
every individual Perfon of non-fubferbing Principles f ron ' 
us in all time coming ? Had there been any Members j* 
our General Synod in 1749, ' vlien the Adt was renewed" 
of non-fubferibing Principles, can any Man fuppofe ^ ’ f 
would have fat as mute as Fifties, not giving in a Protein I 
tion, nor even entering their iimple Difll’nt; not mutter 
ing a Word againlt the Adt, but on the contrary, chearf u |" 
ly voting for it ? He that can believe this may believe t| le 

greateft Gontradidtion, even Tranfubftantiation itfelf._ 

Neither can it be here objedted, that the Members who f at 
in the Synod in 1745 and in 1749 were entirely different 
Perfons ; this might poflibly happen in the General Alfenibly 
of the Church of Scotland, who meet by Delegation, but 
cannot poflibly happen in our General Synod while we meet 
in our ufual Way, where each Minifter yearly has Accefs as 
a Member. There might be indeed fome individual Mem¬ 
bers in the one who were not in the other, fome by Death 
remov’d, and fome new Members added ; but in the main, 
the two Synods in 1745 and 1749 confided of the fame 

Members_Neither can it be here faid, that Mr C/ark’s 

Book oblig’d the Synod for their own Credit to make or re¬ 
new faid Adt; for faid Adt was renew’d before ever he com¬ 
menc'd Author, before ever he (that we know of) appear- . 
cd in Print, yea before any of. the Members perhaps heard 
that there was fuch a Man in Being, 

Page 23d you fay to Mr. Peebles, “ but feeing you con. 

“ fidently affirm it impcffible to prove your Synod New 
“ light Men, becaufe (fay you) they are all Subfcribers j 
“ and your Rev’d Father Mr. King, in his Letter, Page 27, 

“ alfo pofitively aflerts that there is not one (ingle Mem- |j 
“ ber that has not fubferibed at lead.twice. Did the Rev’d 
<c Mr. Moody, did Mr. Plunket, did Mr. Fleming fub- j J 
“ feribe i” I pofitively. affirm the fame that Mr. King has. ill' 
faid, and am ready to prove it from the Records of our Sy¬ 
nod, in which we have a particular Account tranfmitted to 
us from all the Sub-Synods within aur Bounds, of each Per-- II 
fon who is a Member having twice fubferib’d, firdat his be¬ 
ing licenc’d, and fecondly at his Ordination. Which I 
could ealily do by.tranferibing our Records as far back as I 
we have Members now alive ; but I think from what I have 
faid of the Striftnefs of our Aid, the Sanction annex’d to ) 
enforce it, and our Practice and Conduct exactly corref- 

pondin' 
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- t0 it, both before the A& was renewed and fince, 
fp on< P | nou gh to fatisfy any reafonable unprejudic’d Mind, 

rn a y j[ji n g will fatisfy others-1 obferve nothing in all 

an d no j n (tances, contain’d in your three Queries con- 
y° l, ‘ „ MefTrs. Moody, Plunket and Fleming , that in the 
cer n contradicts what Mr. King has faid ; for its well known 
l ea u e fore Mr- Moody went to Ne-wry he had fubferibd 
ti ’4 . fj r ft at his being licenc’d, and fecondly at his Or- 
t , w,c ti ’ in Magberally. .- And the other two Gentlemen 

“ ,na n0 t Members when Mr. King wrote.-But that Mr. 

'rf/nket has fubferib’d twice, is evident by the Records of his 
! ‘n Prefbytery. With regard to Mr. Fleming, the Cafe 
rZms to be this ; before the old Prefbytery of Monaghan 
C divided, a Quorum of faid Prefbytery met when he was 
ro anfwer his extempore Qucitions and fubferibe, in order 
to his Ordination ; juft when all was over, the remaining 
Members of the Prefbytery came, and defired the Brethren, 
that the Presbytery might conllitute and enter upon his 
Trvals ; the Moderator told them, that was done, and he 
had anfvver’d to their Satisfadlion, and fubferib’d ; the late 
come Members alledg’d that ought not to have been done, 
in their Abfence, and that they had a Right to hear him 
over again to their Satisfaction alfo, and to fee him Sub- 
fcribe ; the other Part alledged it was their Fault that they 
had not come fooner, and that they took too much upon 
them to overhale what had been Presbyterially done : And 
no do*ubt (harp Words pafs'd on both Sides ; for good Men 
have had their Outfalls : Paul and Barnabas had (harp 
Words, and parted about Jo’ti Mafk- And tbo’ they were 
both found in the Faith, and well employ’d in their Mat¬ 
ter’s Work, we don’t hear that ever they met again. 

It is not my Bufinefs here to juftify or condemn any Par¬ 
ty, but briefly to relate Matter of Fail ; and this feems to 
have been the Occafion of the Divifion of the Prefbytery, 
this Matter making an Impreflion upon the Minds of feveral 
Members of the Synod, in different Prcfbyteries; our Synod 
unanimoufiy enjoin’d Mr. Fleming to fubferibe, becaufe of 
what has been above related ; and in Cafe he do nor, before 
the meeting of our next Synod (after this InjuniSion was 
given) to be declared no Member of this Church. And 
what could Men do more than we have done in this Cafe 
t0 preferve the Purity and Peace of this Church? 

With 


L. 
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With regard to what you fay concerning Mr. Mo 0 j 
“ doth he continue to officiate among the People in an • Jr * f 

“ dependent and irregular Way?”-To which I repj 11 ' I 

not at all, he docs not; for can any candid Mind fupp 0 r’ 
that we fhould Be fo partial as to enjoin one Gentleman e 0 I 
prefsly by Name, to be indall’d, before our then next si' 
nod, or be declared none of us; and connive at Mr. M 0c 'f [ 
in the very fame Circumdances ? But in the ad p| ac ^ l 
for Argument’s fake, giving, tho’ not granting that •’ r 
wasfo, as you fay, with refpetd to Mr. Moody ; cannoj ( 
you find that the great Mr. Robert Bruce remain’d much I 
longer, and officiated as a Mrflifter to a Congregation j n I 
Edin’.'U'gh than he has done in Newry, without any f 0r _ [ 
mal Ordination ; and yet that was a very pure Church at I 
that Time, and he a very found, holy, and great Man ; and I 

we don’t here that ever he was call’d irregular or independent I 
For this fee LWi&neeet/'s Hiftory, Page 218 (fays he) “ pj e I 
“ was not refolv’d to take the Charge limpliciter, but was I 
“ content to bellow his Labours upon Edinburgh till the 
“ next Synod, and as he found himfelf then refolv’d and 
u meet for the Charge, he Ihould continue, otherwife he 
“ would be free ; and after he had effay’d the Burden, and 
“ found the Blelfing of God upon his Travels, he accepted 

,e the Charge.”;-And tho’ he continued there from | 

July, 1587, to the 27th of Auguji, i6oy, to the time of 
his Banilhment to Invernefs, which was 18 Years ; yet we 
cannot learn from any of the Scottifh Hiftorians that ever 
he was ordain’d in Form ; and during his 4 Years Banilh- 
nient in Invernefs he always exercis’d his Minidry among * 
that People without any Inflalment; as the aforefaid Au¬ 
thor tells us Page 469. If it fhould be find here, that tliefe I 
4 Years was a dilturb’il State of the Church, and that he 
was every Year after another expedting to be remov’d out I 
of Invernefs, I readily grant it ; but during the 18 Years h 
of his Minillry in Edinburgh it was not fo. 

I come next to coniider how you have (Page 2-5) very ' 
unjullly reprefented the Prefbytery of Dromore in their An- 
fwer to the Appeal of the Prefbytery of Armagh, as doffing 
the Members of our General Synod into three different Sorts, 
entirely inconfident with one another. Your Words arc I 
thefe ; “ and as that Prefbytery are of your own Party ; I 
“ hope you will not rejed their printed Tedimonv annent I 
“ this Affair ; their notable Words are as follows,” Page 4- 

« \Ve 
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' ,j i]e undernamed Miniders have been long the mourn- 
« f n speflators of the unhappy Scene opened among us^, 

“ u-ffioned b y Difference in Judgment and Condudt. 

“ they go on (as you fay) to defenbe the feveral 

“ a L rs in faid unhappy Scene.”-“ id- (Say they) 

“ me have been, and are againd common Confeffions m 
‘‘ ,"i churches, found and unfound, and regard them as 

‘‘ %'nines of Difcord, and Divilion.--2dlv. Others think 

1 .list all the Articles in our Confcilion may be lawfully al- 

‘ r’ d unto.-But a third fort judge fome of them are 

i not true, and if they were true, yet fame of them are 
' f f u ch fmall Importance, that they ought not to be made 
( -r ef ms of Miniftcrial Communion.—Again i.id Page, 

. r onl e of the younger Fry (fay they) that run upon the 
(i Scent of the Elder, have given Itrong Hints that they 
( < have Points in Religion yet to publilh, hut can t fafe* 

; i ly do it, till People are prepar’d to receive them. 

I anfwer with refpedt to the firll of thefe three Sorts, 

• ho have been, and are againd common Confeffions in 
'll Churches, found and unfound, and regard them as En¬ 
gines of Difcord and Divifion ; the Presbytery of Dromcre 
f n laid Anfwer cannot poffibly be underdood to mean any 
Members of our General Synod, for this Reafon ; becaufe 
they fay, Page 5 > “ there are none now among us that o- 

penly efpoufe the non-fubferibing Principles, or abfolut- 
<< ly refufe their Ailent to our common Gonfellion, but 

join in Presbyteries where this is required, as a Condition 
« of miniderial Communion.” If it Ihould be enquird, 
V\ho are the Perfous meant by thefe Words then r I anfwer 
briefly, The Members of the Presbytery of Antrim , and 
none other ; particularly by thefe, who have been againd 
common Condflions, isc. we are to undci (land the antient 
Members of that Presbytery who are now dead; and by 
thofe who are againd common Confeffions, isc. we are 
to umkrdacd thofe who have furviv’d, and thofe who have 
keen plac’d in the Congregations of thofe that are deceas’d 
in that Presbytery, who regard indeed Creeds and Confefli- 
ons as Engines of Difcord and Divifion ; and whofe Cuf- 
tom is, to order the Candidate to draw up a Confeffion of 
iris own Faith in his own Words. The Proof would rife 
higher that it could not be any Members of our General Sy¬ 
nod which the Presbytery of Dro?nore meant by the fird 
f art, if it were conlidcr’d what I took notice of in a former 

Page, 
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[ 4 ^ ] vided he gave them Satisfa&ion as to Ins Sourtdnels 

Pa?e namely the univerfal Concurrence of the whole s y . th at ’’l/ral, by fubfcribing all the other Artides c our 
lod in 1749! in their renewed Aft enjoining Subfcriptio/. ! in i r. on , he might be indulg d with refpeft to thefe he 
n , _rn/ixr r»f the lowed Dpor-n., ' ronfe . , 1 u„„*irwr Hnwn his Sentiments with refpect 


nod in 1749* m r J . « ^ n ^ r-*un ; 

For can any Man of common, nay of the lowed Degree of I 
Undemanding imagine, that if there had been any Membe rs 
who were againtt common Comeffions, ire. and regarded 9 
them (and the Weftmty'r in particular) as Engines of Dif. H 
cord and Divifion, that they would have fat as mute and 
filent as Fifhes, when fuch an Aft pafsd, nay not only f 0> l 
but even given their Concurrence and Approbation of ; t . J 
he who can believe this, may believe it poffible for th e 
fame thing to be and not to be at the fame time ; nay |i 
he may believe Tranfubftantiation nfelf (which is the I 
greateft Contradiftion to common Senle) and is not to 
hf* arpued with, as a reafonable Creature. 

Thfs will alfo help us to underdand who the Prefbytery I 
meant by the Young Fry, namely Probationers, or newly 
ordain’d Minifters in the Prefbytery of Antrim,> for as like [ 
ufually begets like, thefe Fry fhew who fpawn d them, i 
would take notice here of the great Impropriety of the Me- U 
taphor us’d ; for Fry never run at all upon any Scent, they 

“ ll WUh^rd to the fecond Sort, that think that all the I 
Articles of our Confeffion may be lawfully affented unto; l 
you and I have no Controverfy about their Pnncip.es, but I 

only about their Numbers. , l 

I come now in the next Place to confider who are^meant 
bv the third fort in the Prefbytery of Dromon s An- ] 
fwer to the Appeal, and the belt Light perhaps that can be , 
oiven of this Matter, as alfo of the Protection enterd 
by the twelve Minifters with regard to MV. Apuchard* 
Affair, will be obtain’d by giving a brief and true Account i 
of what happened in the old Prefbytery of Armagh, before [ 
the Prefbytery of Dromore was erefted which feems m 
a great Meafure, to have been the Caufe of the D.v,lr| 
offaid Prefbytery. In the Year 1739 Mr- Richard Apnch - 
xrd had entered upon 2d Trials, and when he was - I 
to fubferibe, he fcrupled at fome Doftrines in our Conftl | 
lion of Faith, particularly, concerning the Extent of th 
Civil Magiflrate’s Power Circa Sacra , tha * ®/°u lj t 
Things, contain’d in the 23d Chapter and adS^ftio * 
Confeffion ; As alfo concerning ll j£ Sal * at !£ n of di- 

thens, and fome other Tilings. The Piefbytery \ | 

vided in their Sentiments about him, fome of them L! " u ” ha [ 


/r,nn he misnt uc « *.- i r « 

f-° n 1 dYand having known his Sentiments with refpeft 
ferup^d Do s ariB es) that it appear’d to them he 

to/ 01 ”® differ from the Confeffion, fo much m Senfe as 
^Irds others were of a contrary Opinion, and thought 
in " n fuch Indulgence was to be given to any Man, 
th at .?° ‘ once begun to give way in this Manner concern- 
f° r / ur Doftrines by way of Indulgence to particular Pei- 
i?g °1 was not known where fuch Things might end : 

’ r uc h a Praftlce had a native Tendency to hurt the Pu- 
Tha r/hls Church. In thefe Circumftances the Presbytery 
rU nld not ordain him. The Matter was laid before the en- 
c r l General Synod, which decreed to lay him slide. 
fU M g uch about the fame time there was another young 
Mr .Blair, upon firft Trials m the Presbytery of 
Root who fcrupled fome Doarines in our Confeffion, the 
Presbytery unanimoufly rejefted him, and fo he join d he 
1 fnKfcribina Presbytery of Antrim. Now from this luf¬ 
fed Account it is eafy to fee who are meant by thofe 
who judge fome of the Doftrines in our Confeffion not 
° / namely Mr. Apprichard and Mr. Blair, who never 
///’Members of our Synod; and by thofe who judged hat 
fome of the Doftrines are of fuch fmail Importance, that 
they ought not to be made the Terms of M.mfter.a Com¬ 
munion, they mean the twelve Protetters in Mr. ^ppneh- 
enfs Cafe- But whatever perfonal Regard the Protefters 
might have had for the young Man at that Time, their not 
opening their Mouths againtt the Renewal of our Synodical 
Aft enjoining Subfcription afterwards, without any Limita¬ 
tion or Indulgence to any with refpeft to any one Doftrme 
in our Confefiion ; but on the contrary heartily and cheei- 
fully concurring with their Brethren in faid Aft, plainly 
fhews, that they have feen Reafon fince to think, that what 
they did in favour of him, they ought not to have done, 
or in favour of any other in like Circumftances. There 
pleading in favour of him is what we are to underhand, 
what t!.e Presbytery of Dromore mean by adting in a vigo¬ 
rous Subferviency of the non-declaring. Principle, which 
they never avow’d. No doubt whilft this AfFaii happened 
in the old Presbytery of Armagh, during the Debate, ffia.p 
Words pafs’d on both tides, which is too common a Cafe, 
F whess 
































-when Differences arife between Brethren ; Minifters are btn 
Men, and the beft and holieft have their Frailties and Con 
ruptions in this imperfcfl State; and even good Men fo m&> 
times are too apt to make the molt of what they can, 
Things in the heat of Difpute againft one another. y 0( , 
add, “ Now while thefe three Sorts fat in Judgment as 
“ Members of the Synod, being of opinion that Confiffi. 
« ons are Engines of Divifion, containing Doftrines not 
<• true; then certain it is, that a judicature made up 0 p 
«« fuch Members could never ingenuoufly fubferibe.” x 0 
which I briefly reply, I have made it already abundantly 
plain, that the firlt fort (who are againll all common Con- 
feflions, and regard them only as Engines of Divifion) have 
not fat in our Synod as Members for upwards of twenty, 
ieven Years, fince the Year 1726, that the Non-fubferiberj 
were excluded at Dungannon : And hence it follows, that 
it is a groundlefs Fallhood in you to lay, that all thefe 
three forts fat in our Synod in I74 T > J 74 2 > J 743> and in 
I74fj as 8 reat a FaNhood as ^ you Ibould fay, that 
two and three don’t make five, or that there is not a Sun in 


the Firmament. 


Containing a particular Anjwcr and Confutation of the 
groundlefs Charges , and malicious Calumnies which Mr. 
Clark has brought againft the General Synod in his 
2 d Section. - The firjt is Page 2<)th of the Survey. 

ee rr* HAT not a few Members of your General Synod 
<< I Jo frequently admit to the Lord s Table, fcvcral 
“ Perions who in their common Difcourfe, are profane 
« Swearers, by GOD, by Faith, Truth, and Consci- 
“ ence; and fuch as are grofsly ignorant of God, and the 
holy Scriptures, yea ignorant of the common and futiaa- 
«< mental Principles of Religion, contain'd in our Cate- 
“ chifms, Confeffion, and Direftory : j ere are Jevcrai 
« People in your Minifters Congregations, With whom 1 
“ have had Occafion to converfe, who when afle d, cou 
<c not tell how many Natures and Offices Chrilt hath , n ° 
how many Commands are in the Moral Law, nay j 1 
u what are the Sacraments of the New Teliamcnt, 


„ who ordinarly chequer’d their Difcourfe with the 
" r f ve Oaths, and yet affirm’d that they had been fre- 
“ 3 °„t!v admitted to Sealing Ordinances. 

“if re [ s a dreadful Charge laid againft us which if fully 
^ without any other, would be fufficient of it felf 
P r0 f "’ade us from our Office, as Perfons mtirely unworthy 
‘‘^ Character of Minilters of the Gofpel, as unfaithful 
0 116 t ord Tefus Chrift, and unfaithful to the Souls ofMen. 
t0 n U e would expea here that the Proof brought to fcpport 
rharee of fuch heinous Crimes, ffiould have been undent- 
S trong, clear and diltina; that we ffiould accord,ng to 
’t Common Principles of Equity and Juftice had the Time 
''tn and the Place where, thefe Things were done; but 
filch thing is told us: It might have been expededalfo, 
""you ffiould have given us the Names of the particular 
l at . ° s who are guilty of thefe Crimes, that they might 
J v ten puniffi’d according to their Deleft, but this is not 
' ne either : You only in a loofe and indeterminate Way 
us “ that not a few Minilters do fo and fo : We 
miaht alfo have expefted you would have given us the 
Names, Number, Places of Abode, of the Witnefles ; 
but nothing of all this is told us; they may now live in 
Mexico or Japan, or within the Bounds of Tartary or 
India, for any thing you have faid : Bu t to let thefe Things 
mfs which you affeft to cover in Darknefs; let us a little 
enquire into the Charafter of the Witnefles; one might in¬ 
deed have expefted that Witnefles brought to prove luch an 
heinous and grievous Charge againft 150 Gofpel Minilters 
(for the indefinite Term not a few, may take in the whole 
Synod) (hould be of an unfpotted and unftain d moral Cha-- 
rafter, knowing Perfons, of Integrity and Veracity; that 
they ffiould be unexceptionable Witnefles in any Court whe¬ 
ther Civil or Ecclefiaftick ; but the very reverfe of this is 
the Character which you your felf give of your.Witnefles, 
namely, that “ they are profane Swearers in their common 
“ Difcourfe; not only do they fwear by Faith, Truth, and 
“ Confcience, but, byGOD!” And, adly, you fay that 
“ they are grofsly Ignorant of the Natures and Offices of 
“ Chrift, of the Commands of God, and of the Sacraments 
of the New Teftament.” You fay “ thefe grofsly ig- 
u norant profane Swearers told you, yea and fwore by the 
£< above Oaths, by Faith, Truth, and Confcience, yea by 
u GOD, that they had been frequently admitted to Seal¬ 
s’ -> “ inn 
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“ ing Ordinances. 1 Now, Sir, confidcring the Charafl 
you have given them, their Tettimony mutt go for nothin f 
fes Steuart’r Colic Cliotis of the Difcipline and C overntnf'' 
of the Church of Scotland, Page 264, whofe Words ** 
thefe, “ No infamous Perfon can be admitted an Accufe/' 
neither can you, or any of the Scceders in either Scotia, jj 
or Ireland, confidering what Contemners and Delpif ers T. 
tiie Mother-Church of Scotland's Authority you have bee' 
at the time of your feceding and ftnce, be admitted as Ac! 
cufers, becaufe of what he fays. Page 265, “ Neither arc 
“ fuch as are Contemners of Church-Authority, or who 
l< have been in former Purfuits rafh and calumnious, to he 
“ admitted Accufers.” But here I obferve the old Latin 
Proverb holds good between you and your infamous W'itnef- 
fes, Simile [mill C audet, Like loves like. But I would 
aflc you in the firtt Place, how you could believe them, f ee . 
ing they were fuch notorious common Swearers ? For ac¬ 
cording to the common Obfervation, thofe who commonly 
Swear will frequently Lie ; but, 2dly, How could you be¬ 
lieve them, feeing you fay, they were fo grofsly Ignorant 
as not to know what the Sacraments of the New Teftanient 
or Sealing Ordinances are ? might they not have taken Cate- 
chifing, or the Minifter’s Prayer in the Family, for Sealing Or¬ 
dinances? It's Plain they might, by your own Confertian 
have taken either of thefe for Sealing Ordinances, feeing 
they knew not what are the Sacraments of the New Tefla- 


ment-Can any Man believe that you are free of malici¬ 

ous Credulity, or great Weaknefs of Underttanding at lead, 
to take up a malicious, groundlefs Calumny from the Mouths ! 
of fuch grofsly ignorant, wicked Wretches, again!! the ve¬ 
nerable Synod of Ulfler ? Thefe Wretches by this time, are 
probably become Seceders (for they feem by Malice anti 
Ignorance fufEciently qualified for Scceders:) and therefore 
you arealham’d to tell us their Names; but until you do fo, 
the Calumny mutt ly upon your felf, for no Man is oblig’d 
to take your bare Word for it. 

Were you not afraid of the dreadful Threatning of the I 
Word of God, contain'd in the ninth Commandment; | 

(Thou Jbaltnot bear [alfe Witnefs againfl thy Neigh - 
lour P) and of what is laid in Rev- xxi 8. fill Liars Jhall 
have their Part in the Lake that burneth with Fire and 
Brimjlone ? If you have forg’d this Calumny your felf, and 
even if you have not, but really heard it from fuch Perfons, 


! n 

• bofc black Character you have given, fo as to render them 
famous, and not to be credited by any good or wife Man ; 
,n you not afraid of being excluded Heaven by what the 
ufalmift fays in the xv Pfaim, for taking up an ill Report a- 
1 i n ft your Neighbour ? 

8 If you had ferv’d your Informers as an honed Juftice of 
. c peace in this Kingdom ferv’d his, in the Reign of King 
Charles the II. who offer’d to inform againlt a Presbyterian 
Nirtilfer, you had adted more like an honett Man ; fays the 
Informer to the Juftice, “ I was at a Conventicle laftWeek, 
n and I can tell you who preach’d, and feveral of thofe who 
it were Hearers.” “ Well,’’ fays the Jutlice, “ what do 
<< you remember the Minitter faid, what was the Text? 
i‘ and what faid he upon it ?—Spoke he any Treafon, He¬ 
ir refy, or Sedition?’ “ Nay,” faysthe Fellow, “ I can¬ 
't not come to Particulars, for I cannot read ; but (fwear- 
<‘ ing a great Oath) by his Soul, the very Text it felf was 
“ both Trealon and Sedition! ’ “ Get you gone,” fays 


the Juftice, “ or I’ll commit you to the Stocks this Mo¬ 
tt ment, you ignorant, malicious, curfing Villain; was 
« the Word of God Sedition and Treafon ? 

The fecond Irregularity Page 31, is “ admitting to 
« Sealing Ordinances fuch Perfons, as altho* they be Heads 
11 of Families, yet ordinarily negledt daily and duly, to 

t< worfhip God in their Houfes.”-We abfolutely deny 

this groundlefs Charge, that we admit Heads of Families 
to the Lord’s Supper, or as Sponfors for their Children in 
Baptifin, whom we pofitively know to be habitual Neglec- 
ters of Family Duty ; we put jyou to the Proof of this 
Calumny : You don’t pretend to know this from your re- 
fiding in thofe prayerlefs Families whofe Heads have been 
admitted to Sealing Ordinances among!! 11s, nor do you e- 
ven give us as Vouchers fo much as your fcandalous former 
Witnefles, your grotty ignorant, profane Swearers. You 
infmuate likewife that we admit to the Lord’s Table fuel; 
as we know are Neglefters of fecret Prayer. This we ab¬ 
folutely deny alfo, that ever we have admitted any know¬ 
ing them to be fuch ; th.p’ Perfon', may deceive us and 
tell us that they do it, when they do it not; but this Sin 
lies upon their own, not our Heads; we exhort and prefs 
the Neceflity of both family and fecret Prayer, by all pru¬ 
dent Methods in our Power both in publick and private, 
in Sermons and private Conference, in our vifiting 
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from Houfe to Houfe ; we tell them, that prayerlefs fam; 
lies are godlels, chriftlefs, and hopelefs Families; we p re |^ 
young Communicants to fecret Prayer, we admit them 
not to the Lord’s Table, until we have it from their ow a I 
Mouths, that they are praying Perfons ; we exhort them to 
continue in Prayer, not only a little before and alter the ho. 
ly Ordinance, but to perfevere therein to their Lives End . 
and when we underlland that any of them are growing 
remffs, flack and carelefs this way, we admit them not 
gain, without (harp Reproof, earned and pathetick Exhor. I 
tation, and folemn Promife of Ammendment- This is ou r I 
Method as far as I know, and I prefume I may be allow’d | 
to have a better Opportunity of knowing what are the Cuf. 
toms and Methods of admitting Perfons to the Lord’s Sup. 
per in the Bounds of the General Synod, than any Sece. 

(hr in this Kingdom, having been fo long a Minifler in 
this Church. 

“ The third Irregularity that comes to be confider’d, i n 
tl not a few of the Members of the General Synod, is, their !' 
“ very indolently negledting that great Duty of duely vi- / 
“ fiting and catechiling fuch Families, whether Sick or 
“ Poor, belonging to their refpedtive Congregations, in 
“ that way and Manner which the Word of God and the 
“ known cftablilh’d Rules of this Church injoin.” Here 
we have nothing to fudain this heavy Charge, for if we 
be not content with your ignorant common Swearers, your I 
Affidavit Men, who will probably fwear any thing you bid 
them, whom you produc’d as Vouchers for the fird Charge, 

I believe we need expedt no other ; for I believe you y 
have none elfe to give ; and indeed it s jud as good 
to want them as have them. If you were an honeft r 
Man your felf, I would rather take your Word for a 
thing, than forty of their Oaths. But to be more ferious 
in the Matter; I politively aver, and aflert, that thro the li 
•whole Bounds of the General Synod (as far as I know) it I 
is our ufual Cudom to vifit and catechize yearly (if the 
Bounds of our Congregations be tolerably narrow) but it | 
large, and the Families numerous, viz. in Ibme 450, tome 
500, or 600 Families, to vifit one Year, and catechize ano¬ 
ther ; and for the Truth of this I appeal not only to our 
own feveral Congregations, who cannot but perfectly know 
it, but even to thofe of other Perfuafions, who cannot 
but take notice of it alfo ; and fo careful are we that 

none 


be negledted, that if we find any that were abfent 
n° nC ir j a [t Diet of catechizing, we take them in our next, 


if h ; z \ n a the Abfents, when the feveral Diets are over ; 
Cat -l fter all, iffome will not come out, it is their own 
S!ld lt not ours, we can’t help it; and we find that follid ufe- 
?l Chridian Knowledge, is greatly promoted by this ; 

haps more, for fo much time fpent, than by any other 
p «of Inftrudtion; and in our congregational vifiting (if 
r Memories ferve us at the Time) we pafs not by the 
° u e [t Cottage of any of our Communion. This general 
Practice of ours is perfectly agreeable to the Cudom of our 
Mother-Church of Scotland, as Mr. Steuart tells us, 111 
’his Collection of Difcipline, Page 175, “ d hath (faith he) 
", bcen the laudable Pradice of this Church, at lead once 
u in a Year, (if the Largenefs of the Parifh, or bodily In- 
ti ability, or other fuch like do not hinder) for Miniflers 
a to vifit all the Families in their Parifli, and oftner if 
« the Bounds b : fniall, and they be able to perform it.” 
And from the Reafon of the Thing the fame Allowance 
maybe juflly made with regard to catechizing, /. e. when 
the Parifli is large, or bodily Inability, or fome other 
fucb like do hinder. . . 

And when our Presbyteries keep their parochial Vifitati-- 
ons, if we find any Minifter defective herein, we admo- 
nifh and cenfure him, according to his Defert. You fay 
Page 34, “ Nor do I hear of the Negledters being brought 
« to any Cenfure by the few Obfcrvers thereof.” 

Sir your not hearing of it is no Argument that it is not 
done ; tho’ you have droll’d a good while through thi 3 < 
Country, there are a great many Things you never heard 
any thing of: I believe you are not very fond to attend 
our Presbyteries where fuch things are to be heard, fince 
the bold Stand you made with Mr. King in Dromore, you 
think it prudent perhaps not to go again ; but how could, 
you expedt to hear this ? Neither you, nor your tattling for¬ 
mer Intelligencers, the grofly ignorant common Swearers 
can be admitted, nor have any Right to be in our Presbyteries 
during our private Cenfures; and we ourfelves don’t think 
>t prudent, nor confidant with the Nature of the Thing, 
to publifh to the World the private Cenfure of Admoniti¬ 
on, or Reproof given to a Brother, for a fir ft Fault, not 
intended to publifh .it for his Shsn;e ; hut for his Arnmend- 

mens 


find them ; and we ufually appoint Days for 
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nient in a brotherly way.-Page 35, you fay, “ c n i r 

“ a Minifter examine his People, travel and converfe t* 
“ ten with them, particularly about their Souls State, h-, ' 
“ can he know, if they be lean with fpiritual Difea( e ^ 

<< perplexed with Doubts, Temptations, ire" _* 

fwer direCtly, it is importable he (hould; and we are en ' 
deavouring with Dependance upon Divine Grace, to {," 
as diligent this way as we can, as our bodily Ability will al 
low, and as the other Parts of our minifterial Duties will 
permit, fuch as private Study, a (Tilling at Sacraments, at , 

tending the Judicatures of the Church, &c -But dear 

Sir, how do you, or how poflibly can you Itriftly obferv e 
this, in travelling fo conltantly among your Flock, when 
it’s notour through five Counties, that you have been ah, 
fent from them for more than fix Weeks at one time, and 
frequently both before and fince, wandering through other 
Congregations as a Quack Doftor ? For either of thefe, and 
efpecially for both, you ought to have been fulpended 
and if you would not reform, depos’d and degraded from 
your Minittry : For Mr. Calderwood in his Hiltory of the 
Church of Scotland in her pure!! Times, viz. 1582, Page 
124, and Mr. Steuart in his Collections alfo tells us. Page 
293, that by an ACt of Affembly then made, a Minifier for 
forty Days (together in a Year) Abfence from his Kirk,ne. 
gleCting his Office, was to be depriv’d or depos’d, with, 
out a lawful Impediment allow’d by the next General 
Affembly ; nay for four Sabbaths in a Year, by the 8th 
Parliament of James the 6th, without a lawful Caufe. 
See Steuart' s Collections, Page 281. Now you fee your 
felf, that according to the ACts of the Church of Scotland, 
you ought to have been degraded; and it were more wife 
in you, voluntarily, of yourfelf to demit, than to becon- 
Itrain’d and obliged to do it with Shame, according to juft 
Difcipline, if you had any fuch thing among you. See al¬ 
fo theRew'd John Quick's Difcipline of the reform’d Church 
of France , Page 25, Canon 47. “ Differtion of the Flock 
“ without lawful Leave deferves Depofitiony’ And for 
your praCtifing Phyfick, hear what he fays in the 19^ 
Canon of the Difcipline of the Church ; “No Minifter, 
" together with the holy Miniftry (hall be a Praftitioner 
in Law, or Phyfick; yet out of Charity he may give 
Counfel and Affiftance to the Poor of his Flock, and of 
‘‘ his Neighbourhood, provided always, that he be not 
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, arP t,v diverted from his Calling, nor derive any Gant 
<l r ni his Practice; and all Confilfories, i. e. Seffions, and 
“ ^Vouies, /. e. Presbyteries and Provincial Synods, 

“ 5 ° h 4 aV e a molt fpecial Care and Regard, that tins Can- 
“ be punctually obferv’d ; and fufpend fuch as tranf- 
‘ °"fs it from the Exercife of the Mmtftry.” Now Sir, 
i Practices of yours, in abfenting yourfelf fo long 

r, vour Flock, praCtifing Phyfick in diftant Parts from 
fron * Congregation, and taking Money for fo doing, are 
y °. bad to be defended, being exprelly contrary to fo many 
n°,les and Canons of the molt famous Proteftant Churches, 
n d too notorious to be deny’d : However >f you (hould 
, v t hem, I’ll prove them againft you, not by fuch \ouch- 
‘LL you produce againft the Synod, grofly ignorant com- 
Tnn Swearers ; I would be affiamed to produce fuch to at- 
anv thing ; but by twelve Perfons of Knowledge and 
Integrity, nay twenty-four if you pleate, whofe Characters 
,re eftabliffi’d in their Country, whofe Tefttmony could 
not be rejected in any Courts, from the highelt to the low¬ 
ed in the three Nations, whether Civil or Ecclehaltic : 
Some of whom have paid you Money for your Practice ; 
and others of them have disputed your Charge as too high, 
and did not honour your Bills, but return’d them unpaid. 
I would have you to confider diligently your unjuft Accula- 
tion of the General Synod, in neglecting their Flocks; and 
your own Practice together, in being lo long ab.ent from 
them ; and at the fame time recolleCt what the Apoltle lays, 
R:vi. ii. 1. Therefore thou art iitexcu!able 0 Man, who- 
foever thou art ihaf jttdgeft, for wherein thou jttdgeft ano¬ 
ther, thou condemned thy felf, for thou that judged doejt 
the fame things . Don’t you think but the Study and Prac¬ 
tice of either of thefe two honourable Profeflions, of Divi¬ 
nity or Phyfick, are a Burthen heavy enough to a Man of 
the greateit Parts and Capacities ? If you think otherwife, 
that fotne are able with a good Confidence to difchaige 
both, I am fully pcrftvaded you are lingular in this Opinion, 
as you are in many other Things; I am fure the Aportle 
Paul was of another Mind, concerning the Miniftry, that 
it was Work fufficient for any Man; when he fays, IVho 
it fufficient for thefe Things ? and he enjoins the E- 
v angelift Tim. 1 Epiltle iv. 13. Give Attendance to Read¬ 
ing, (not Phyfick be fure, but Divinity) to Exhortation, to 
Go ft vine Meditate (faith he, ver. 15) on thefe Things , 

give 
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give thy felf wholly to them ; that thy profiting 
pear unto all. How can you profit your People this 
when you have been (troling through the Country the 
Week among your Patients, and enter the Pulpit unpren > I 
Muft you not give them, as we fay, Quicquid in hut. ^ I 
venerit, any Thing that comes uppermoll; what conies rfn 
to your Tongue’s End, a Difcourfe which you never n' 
meditated? is not this to ferve God with that which Pa 
you nought ? Though Luke be called the beloved Phyfi° 
an, and praftis’d Phyfick, before he commenc’d a Preacp' 
and an Evangelift, yet the facred Scripture is perfedtly q r 
of his pradtifing fo afterwards; he did not incline to do it, f 
nor would the Apoftle Paul have fuffered him. I wouU 
have you to confider your own Words, Page 35th, “ 

“ Congregation is in a fad Cafe whofe Minilter behaves a s I 
u if he thought that the minilterial Labour of the whole I 
“ Work was over almoft as foon as the publick Worfhip 0 f I 
“ the Sabbath is ended, and fpends the red of the Week I 
“ in attending upon his own fecular Affairs.” [And is not I 
your pradfiling Phyfick fuch ?] Is this to ferve God in the 1 
Gofpel of his Son ? Is this to be inftant in Seafon and out 
of Seafon ? travailling as it were in Birth to have Chrill 
form’d in Souls ; fpending, and being fpent for them? ire. 
For Shame’s fake Man, quit and leave off your Quacking in 
Phyfick any more in this publick and fcandalous Way ; don’t 
take the Bread out of honeft Phyficians Mouths, who have ' 
devoted themfelves to that Study ; don’t do to others what 
you would not defire they fhould do to you ; live and let 
live j let every Man live by his own Profeffion and honeft 
Calling. If you underftand any thing in Phyfick, you may ) 
pradtife gratis among the pooreft of your own poor People 
at Cribby : Do them all tiie Good you can, and this will 
keep you at home among them ; but don’t Ihew yourfelffo 
greedy of filthy Lucre as to pradtife abroad for Money. And 
befides all this, the People in this Part of the World, how , 
fond foever they feem’d of you at firft, yet I know not how 
it comes to pafs, but they now are beginning to have but a | 
mean Opinion of your Judgment in Phyfick, and alledge 
you know but little about it; Some who have been your 
Patients think you charg’d them too high, are putting them- 
felves under the Care of others; fome I’m told flatly deny 
to pay you, becaule they know you have not Licence; and 
you know. Sir, to fue them at Law, upon the Statute ot 

Quantum 


, /n pueruit, is both tedious, troublefome and uncer- 
UF'f (, 1 believe you had as good quit it altogether, for 
ta i!\ieve within a little you’ll make nothing of it. 

1 << The 4th Irregularity that may be notic’d among many 
f«our Members is their fupinely negledting tocaufe eve- 
°,Family within their refpedtive Charges to keep in their 
‘‘ 2 0U fe at lealt one Copy ol the Larger and Shorter Cate- 
I, c fjjfms, Confeflion of Faith, and Diredtory for VVorlhip; 

| . p 0 t hat in fome Congregations belonging to certain Mem- 
"a bers of your General Synod the Miniller might go thro’ 

, 0 re than twenty Families before he could find among them 
’’’ Copy offaid Confeflion and Catechifms.” 

01 1 believe Dodtor, you are not a good Searcher; with my 
Confent you lhall never be employ’d In the Rever» ue > tin- 
til you learn to fearch better, or the King would loofe by 
v our Bluntnefs; but perhaps it was your former ignorant 
Intelligencers, the common Swearers that told you fo ; if 
this was the Cafe, you ought not to believe them, °r no 
Body will believe you ; for they being fo grofsly Ignorant, 
s nd confequently cannot read, they would not know a Con¬ 
firm of Faith from any other Book of the fame Siz e > even 
tho’ they faw it: But did any Member of the General Synod 
tell you fo, that he could not find one Confeffion in twenty 
contiguous Families, as he was vifiting his Congregation ? 
fuel) a Perfon indeed had been a proper Informer ; but you 
dare not fay that any fuch (who had the bed Right to know) 
inform’d you of this ; or did you perfonally fearch fo ma¬ 
ny Families your felf and could find none, this you dare not 
fay neither : For what Pretence or Right could you have 
to fearch People’s Houfes who don’t belong to youf Affoci- 
ation, unlefs you had a Warrant ?—But perhaps thefe twen¬ 
ty Families, though they live within the Limits and Bounds 
of fome of our Congregations, may be of another Com¬ 
munion, viz. of the Church of England, of the Church 
of Rome, or Quakers ; if fo we have no Right to caufe 
them keep them. If this be your Meaning, it’s perhaps 
true what you fay, but nothing to the Purpofe 5 but if 
you mean that thefe twenty Families live all contiguous to¬ 
gether, and are of our Communion; I fancy, dear Dodtor, 
you have only dream’d that you travelled fo far and found 
■tone, becaufe fanciful People fometimestake vivid arid iive- 
_y Dreams for Realities, and can fcarcely be perl waded of 
‘“ e c °ntrary afterwards when their Eyes are open, ar >d es¬ 
pecially 
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fpecially thofe that deal fo much as you do among hy Po 
condraic and hylterical Perfons (it’s laid) are apt to cum’ 
the fame Diforder themfelves ; and if this be your Cafe 1 
perhaps I (hould not anger you, for they tell mefuchPerf 0 ’ 
are very impatient of Contradidlion, they can bear noting 
and that Anger is almolt Death to them whilft labouring 

under that Malady.-But to do you Juttice, you don't 

fay that a Minifter did go, but that the Minifter might g0 
and not find one Confellion in twenty Families; and f 0 
have only a may be, againft his finding one, and we hav e 
juft as good a may be, for his finding nineteen in twenty 
Families, or twenty Gonfellions in nineteen Families : Was 
ever fuch trilling heard ; to accufe fo many Minillers f 0r 
meer may be' s, without the lealt Colour of Proof ? 

But to be more ferious in this Matter, though accord, 
ing to your ufual Culfom you have fupportcd your ground, 
lefs Charge (which we abfolutely deny) with no Evb 
dences ; we who are Members of the General Synod, f or 
the Satisfadlion of honelt impartial Perfons of our own Coni- 
munion, faithfully declare what we do, to recommend and 
propagate that excellent Book our Weftminfler Confeffi. 
on, &c. and we appeal to all of our own Communion for 
the Truth of what we fay. 

ill, In our Baptizing, we take the Parents Aflent and 
Confent in a folemn way to the Dodtrines and Duties con¬ 
tain’d in our ConfelTion, and Larger and Shorter Cate, 
chifms, and their folemn Vow and Promife to bring up their 
Children accordingly; becaufe we are perfuaded that all the 
Dodtrines and Duties contain’d in them are contain’d in the 
Holy Scriptures, the facred Fountain, from whence all lav¬ 
ing Truth and Chriftian Duties flow. 

’idly, In our catechizing, we conftantly ufe all the three, 
the Shorter with thofe of younger Years, and weaker Ca¬ 
pacities; and the Larger, and the ConfelTion with thofe of 
more advanced Age, and riper Judgment and Underlland- 
ing; and we earneltly recommend all the three to them as 
excellent Means to advance in Chrillian Knowledge, as be¬ 
ing the bell Syftem, or Body of Divinity any where to be 
found, and next in Value to the Holy Scriptures themfelves, 
being perfedtly agreeable to them, and founded upon them. 

3 dly, When we vifit, we diligently enquire if they have * 
ConfelTion in the Houfe ; if not we earneltly recommend it 

to them, to buy one : The next Time we vifit, we enquire 
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have got it ? and if we be dubious, we call for its 
’^p-it and they have it not, we chide themftiarplys 
t0 i bv this means we prevail with many to purchafe them. 
| -j- 0 t ] ie poorer Sort of our People, feveral of 

^Minifters bellow Confeflions, and efpecially to young 
° U Vo ns as Premiums for getting the Queftions well, and 
committing to Memory fonie Chapters of the Confefli- 
»° r In a Word we do all that lies in our Power, to en- 
° n ' ge and prefs each Family within our Bounds to get 
ronfefti° n3 oF Faith > anti diligently to perufe them ; and 
• gives us great Joy, that they are daily becoming more 
“, e e n ty among us, by our great Diligence and Induftry in 
■ commending them : Perfwaded I am, there are in the 
Bounds of the General Synod, three Confeflions for one 
ll]at was in it about thirty Years ago. So far are we from 
what you fay Page 37, “ Reckoning them not worth Houfe- 
<< Room, or as old Almanacks out of date, not worth 
11 reading.” That we look upon them, as we have always 
done, to be valuable Treafures of Divine Truths, deferv- 
ing juftly the bell Place, after the holy Scriptures, not on¬ 
ly in our Houfes, but in our Memories, in our Hearts and 
Affedlions. 

From wliat I have faid, of the Care which our Synod 


takes, by their Adi, and Sandtion, to have our Confeflion 
fubferib’d, which all our Presbyteries conform to in Prac¬ 
tice, and from what Pains our Minillers take in their refpec- 
tive Congregations both publickly and privately to recom¬ 
mend it, your Fears, “ that the Pollerity of Protellant 
“ Diflenters in the North of Ireland will not be able in 
“ a few Years to know, what thofe Principles of the Chrif- 
“ tian Religion were, which their Fore-fathers held”—are 
perfedtly chimerical Panick, and groundlefs; you are afraid 
of your own Shadow ; we hope, our excellent ConfelTion, 
which contains an excellent Abridgement of our religious 
Principles, (hall be always in good Efteem and Repute, and 
handed down, from Father to Son, to the latell Pollerity in 
the North of Ireland, until Time give place to Eternity. 

The fifth Irregularity is of Minillers reading their Sermons 
in Publick ; Page 37 you fay, “ The next Irregularity and 
“ Diforder in not a few Members of your General Synod, 
“ is their reading what they call their Sermons, on the Sab- 
“ bath Days, inllcad of preaching the Gofpel to the Peo- 
“ pie.” Here I fliall honetlly ccnfefs, that this is fo far 
G Matter 
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Matter of Fad, viz. that fome Members of our Synod d 0 
read their Sermons which is a PraCSce that in the gener 4 ] 
I do not approve ; I am for fird committing our Sernion 3 
to Writing, then to our Memory, and fo to repeat th eil) 
in the Delivery, without Notes, unlefs they be old M efl 
tvhofe Memories ufually in the decline of Life, frequent!*’ 
are not fo tenacious, but oftentimes fail, even while theiV 
Judgment continues, almoft, if not altogether, as found 
and ftrong as ever ; in fuch a Cafe, it would be a very 
great Hardfhip, and Lofs to the Church of Chrift in gene, 
ral, and their own Congregations in particular, that they 
fhould be intirely depriv’d of the remaining Part of the 
moll ufeful and edifying Labours of fuch worthy Members, 
merely for want of a little Indulgence to their Pallor’s 
great Neceffity ; that their Mouths fhould be (lop’d, and they 
filenc’d, purely for the Lofs of what they could not poffi. 


Now I find you argue very clofely, like a good Logician, 
the above Argument without any Force or Violence done to 
the Words of it, may be reduced to an Entbymem ; the Pro- 
pefition is this, viz • I never knew any Inliance of Sermons 
thus read blelt for the Conviction or Converfion of Sin¬ 
ners, or Comfort of Saints ; and then the Inference is, 
therefore Sermons thus read, have never been blefl for faid 
Purpofes. Or if your Words be reduced to an intire Syl* 
logifm, your Argument will (land thus, viz. Nothing bath 
ever been blefl for the Convidtion and Converfion of Sin¬ 
ners, or Comfort of Saints, but what you have known, but 
you havenever known read Sermons blefl; for the Convidb- 
on and Converfion of Sinners, or Comfort of Saints; and 
therefore read Sermons have never been bled for either of 
thefe Ends. Now is not this prodigious Pride, Arrogance 
and Vanity in you, to fet up your Underdanding as the 
Standard of all Things that are done, that nothing has been 
cr can be done, but what falls within the Compafs and Ex- 
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“ I frankly own that I comfortably hope, and chari- 


r *• J[ irSUiviy uwu ii j. LuimuujJiy iiupc, anw mimu- 

^'-sly believe, that there are pious Chridians; in the pro- 

“i teflant Church of England, &c.--which are of Chrid’s 

1 little Flock-” Now reconcile thefe two Sentences, for 
‘ part I confefs I am unable to do it, for I have no Skill 
■"^'reconciling Contradidlions; and I believe it will give' 
111 jr f e |f enough to do. Now where is the Ground of your 
y° f or table Hope, and your charitable Belief? you have 
c ° felf dedroy’d the Ground of .your Faith and Hope with 
^ e fpe& t0 ^ ie Church of England. Can you think that 
they are p’ 10US Chridians, and yet have never been conviCt- 
j nor converted, nor edify’d? all their Sermons are read 
from the Pulpit to them ; and you fay you never knew Ser¬ 
mons thus read bled for Conviction. According to thefe 
two Sentences of yours compar’d together, Perfons may be 
pious Chridians, and yet at the fame time be both unconviCt- 
etl and unconverted. What mondrous Inconfidency andg Iar- 
jng Contradiction is this! It’s (hocking to any Man of Com¬ 
mon Underdanding! And yet thefe Things are the native 
Confequences of what you fay in the two above quoted 
Ssntences; Perhaps becaufe they lie above fifty Pages afunder 
in your Book, you had forgot the fird before you wrote the fe- 
cond. You fay alfo, ‘‘ If they want the Gift of Memory, 

“ then they are not fufficiently Gifted, nor is it by them the 
“ Word of God is to be preached, nor have they any Buli- 
“ nefs at all in the Pulpit, until they fird obtain that 
“ Gift, otherwife they run unfent; and if fo, God faith 
“ they (hall not profit this People at all.” Now by thefe 
Words, which are chiefly levelled againd a few in the Gene¬ 
ral Synod, you virtually endeavour intirely to degrade from 
the Office of Preaching the Gofpel all the Miniders of the 
Church of England, and mod Part of the Dilfenters in that 
Kingdom, and the whole Eftablifli’d Church in Ireland alfo; 
for it is certain, and not to be contcded, that generally 
(peaking, all thefe read their Sermons; which mult either 
be for want of Memory, which you fay intirely difqualifics 
for being Miniders, or want of Will to ufe their Memories, 
which no doubt you’ll reckon word; and therefore you fay 
“ they run unfent; and God hath faid they (hall not profit 
this People at all.” Now if to read Sermons, be the fame 
as to run unfent, and if thofe that run unfent, fliall not 
profit this People at all ; pray how can you, or how dare 
,'Oufay, that there are pious Chridians in that Church, when 
G 2 you 
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you fay their preaching Mini tiers run unfent? how are si„. 
iters convidted and converted, and how arc Saints comfo n . 
ed or edify’d? One would, yea muti think from what ti )e 
Apoftle faith, Som. x. 14. that Faith.cometh by Heari ng) 
and Hearing by Preaching, and Preaching by thofe that a re 
fent of God ; It is no Wonder that the Church of England 
and the ettablith’d Church in this Kingdom fliould have no 
great Opinion of your Sincerity from what they fee in y 0l)t 
Book, in one Page pretending to have fo much Charity f or 
them, and in another non-churching altogether. They have 
an Opinion that Seceders are great Diffemblers, by c oni . 
paring your Principles as Seceders and your Practice and Con. 
dudt together. For Inftance, one or two of your Minifters 
were lummoned before a Magiftrate in this Neighbourhood 
to take the Oaths of Allegiance to his Majefty King Cetrge, 
and Abjuration of Popery and the Pretender their P re . 
tence was, that they had no Scruple at all againft the Oaths, 
but only at the manner of fwearing, viz. Kiffing the Book j 
that they were willing to fwear, by holding up their Right. 
Hand, as is the manner of Swearing in Scotland: Whereas 
in your Afl, Declaration and Teftfatoy, and in your fe. 
cond Ait concerning the DoErine of Grace, ye own and 
acknowledge the Oath of Abjuration (Page tot) as one of 
our National Sins, and in the former Aft ye lay, and bewail 
it, that fome of your felves were fo far left, as to take the 
Oath, for which ye defire to be deeply humbled; i. e. as 
I underftand your Words, ye own ye were left or deferted 
by God, when ye took the Oaths, and ye now repent that 
ye have taken them ; Now this grofs Diflimulation before 
the Magiftrate was only to fave them from paying forty Shil¬ 
lings of a Fine. I can fully prove the Inftauce I have, a- 
bove given of your Brethren’s inconliftant Condtnft, with 
their known and publilh’d Principles, by Witncflfes of mv 

ltain'd Chara&ers. , 

To conclude this Accufation about reading Sermons, 
told you before, that I don’t like, nor approve of the 1 rac- 
tice, nor pretend to defend it : I never us’d it my felt, an 
hop: I (hall never be under the difagrecable Necetiity 
reading. There are but comparatively very few m cur j 
nod who ufe Notes, and I heartily with there were non ■ 
ould have had no controverfy with you upon this n > 


butTthought you carried things quite too high; to deny 
the whole of the Proteftant Minifters of the Churches 


1 war << The fixth Irregularity Charg’d againft the 
Page 4 ?Svn J s you fay, their giving themfelves up 

» G ene mJ of nolitfeal Neutrality, and fupinely negle&- 
« to a ^nd of poim« and J n t0 preach, and 

“ in «’ f ° Uh P fuUab e Edge againft the Swarms ot 

« ' vrit£ / W A Errors and infolent Vices, which have too 

;; S'Sed the* Intcrclis of Religion .0 this Pro- 

“ v!nCC ' nUfolutelv deny this malicious, falfe and ground- 
Here we ab o / reqlient i y) with all the Edge and 

left Charge, clweof, preach againft thefe feveral Errors 
Fo rce we are capable , P. »» of wh - ich we can appeal 

that you Jj^d* of judicious Hearers, who conftantly 

totheman^Thoulanasor j ^ d;fferellt Perfwafions, 

attend ourM| nlI gj cU j not think before I law your 
wha Uet that any M^ living had fo much Impudence as 

^neS Synod (fome 
And feveral ot tne uoem - v have wrote alio, 

-stes* t 

1 ? 4 SSSl D#rin=of.te Tri»}« ; _ 

Sir. Gikrt Kennedy's Anfwer to Mr. Haihdaj , 

Mr. Iredall's Letter to ™^ fdg ; Mr 

Mr. Thomas Kennedy s Book wttti regu 

° f «• ov “■“" s • ,oge "” r 

with Mr. Baltrigd s Appendix. and that one 

Mr. Savtuel Delap s Synodical Sermon, l8 

which he preach’d on a pubhek Falt-Uay, ^ 

You fay, « how long may a Man atten Wafning a . 
’ere he hear them give_ a tall and exp Errorsi” To 
gain!!: the many Pelagian ^ .' r ”'" long until he hear 
which I reply, he need not attend Y ver f 1 0 f our Meet- 
tbefe warn’d againft, and confuted 1 

ing-houfes. r^jew how Vou came 

But might I venture to alk yon **£"».* aga i u ft thefe 
to know, that we are fo negligent 'npreach gh 
PilagkH Slid ArvPmian Errors l Vlas it trom y 


o 

your own 















Liberty to ad we:r for themfelves before him their Judge; and 
without feeing tlneir Accufers Face to Face, cr even fo much as 
knowing whut tlneir Names, Number, Capacity, or Charafters 

are • 

The fecord F’affage we have in the Emperor Trajan* 
Anfwer to Secumdus Pimy , the Roman Governour in Afia, 
who had wrote to the Emperor, how he fhould conduit 
himfelf, win reifpedt to the Chriftians during the Perfecu- 
tion, parti ccsarby thofe who had been accus’d by Libels, 
without the Names of the Authors. 

The Emjeroir writes to him from Antioch, Anno 

Dom, io 7 . “he 9th Year of his Reign-“ Trajan 

to Pliny Greeting, as to the manner of your Proce- 
“ dure my Sec undus, in examining the Caufes of thofe 
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„ for ’.A U , t ‘ be accus’d, and conviited, let them be 
punithd; ret. To, that if any denies himfelf to be a Chrif- 
tian, and hall give Evidence of it, by doing Sacrifice to 
our Gods, altiho heretofore he hath been fufneaed. let 


• wiiMiji tiugui. nave uccn 

/ ultly expefted from Heathens, in being condemn’d unheard 
•not feeing our Accufers Face to Face, and upon anony! 
mo H a ■libels. To prove this beyond all Poflibility of Con- 
tradidtion, I (hall quote the two following Paffages, to 


ourooas, atttho heretofore he hath been fufneaed, let 

K 11 uvu>j -°H d up0n ilis Re P entanc e : But as for Libels, 
P u bhlh d vithout the Names of the Authors, let them 

(t not “ e T a *r ,as t0 the Crimes they Charge, for that 
*!i Pre ., c ' dcnt , and not the ufage of our Reign.” 
£ SVe sL ' ves of the Fathers, Page. 22. 
mnftn 1 ^ f 6 2 low think of Seceders who condemn al- 
t h n .. .? e hllI ? J r , eu3 and fifty Men by Libels, without the Au- 
s Names. Ar« not they worfe than Heathens? The lat- 

“ t COlde u n! r a ° Man fo : Sce thc Emperor’s Letter 
quoted above; he fays, “that would bean ill Precedent.” 
t snot from intuent Romans as Heathens, that you have 
SerT ; ntlF - r ' fuCh Conduft > b ut «’» probable it’s from 
I know Jf 0 ™*™* V1Z ‘ the Managers of the Ltquifition. 
of "he7 n -? n Earth thatdo fo but the Managers 
ofvonr V^c l r “r ui fi t,0, h and Seceders. Is this Conduit 
only R P f COn * an ,y with your high Pretenfions of being the 

LawV of r ! I Age ? Is “ at a11 confiftant with the 

Rule n. ; ne tjolpal i Is this confidant with our Saviour’s 
unto*to, a' l 2 ' Whatfoeverye would that others do 
withtlw Kit f ame unt0 thlm ? Is this confidant 
iud gCt L3W o; Nature ' Let Christians, nay let Heathens 


mew that we might have juftly expedted far better Treat- 
. m heathen Romans> not only under the mild Ad- 
imnihration of Augujlus ; but even under the Emperor 

. ra J an > when the Perfecution raged hotteft aeainft Chrif* 
tians. 

The firft Paflage is in Atts xxv. 16. The words of FeJ- 
tns the Roman Governour of Judea concerning Paul, who 
was unjulfly accufed of the Jews, To •whom (fays he) 1 
anfwered, it is not the manner of the Romans to deliver 
any Man to die, before he who is accufed h ave his Accufers 
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If I were not afraid that I have anger’d you a little by wh „ 1 
I have now Paid, I would afk you two or three 
becaufe you complain that we write no g- th e 
prevailing Errors of the Age : It u not to^ be qaJWj 
U you and your Brethren write againft them Fui U- 
ble Edae. Who of you have anfwer d and confuted th e 

following Books, which are too plenty and contain 
following Errors, namely Deijvt, Ariaiitfm,Socimanifi H 
pZJifin, Arrninianifm, &c.-Winch of your Breth. I 
ren or have you yourfelf anfwered Tmdal and Morgan , , 
b yLrLfwcr, pri.«dl « “ “■«* 

Volume ? And what is the Price? We have indeed fee n 
feme Anfwers to thefe Books, fuch as Dr. gffW,, 
Chapman^ Leland's, &c. But we might expert fomcthing 
from you, wrote in Anfwer to thefe with a more fin able 

EdTe —_-Pleafe alfo to tell me, who of you Seceders have 

wifb the molt fuitable Edge anfwer d ■. The 
Mon Senfe, and the hidependant Whig, All thefeare 
commonly reckoned dangerous Books agtunfl: rev eh- 

aion And you'll greatly oblige me alfo, ll you pleale to 
fen me which of you have anfwer’d with the (harpelt and 
moll fuitable Edge thefe following Art an and Sum,an 
Bools Which are full of Pelagianifin, and Arminiarufm 
®fo namely Wh,(ton's Writings, Samuel Clark on 
the Trinity, Chubb’ s Works, and the EJJay on Spirit ; 
late Book done by an anonymous Author, equally dangerous 
with alv that I have lad mention’d : It you favour me with 
fatisfartorv Anfwers to thefe Queries, you 11 greatly o- 
Inime and oiners of my Brethren: And we’ll confult you 
f S the future in the Choice of what new Books we buy. 

. i T hive onlv one Favour more to ails now ; perhaps I 
t n „’t rStlv take up your Meaning in that Expreffion a 

\TZionofour not preaching and writing aga.nlt 
your Accufaf'on, ot our P | ffion you mean 

R 4trii 

probrious and reproachful Words, jn& Bgvg/S yolir 
torick againll Men, who mamtair nuiltv, ' vc 

frankly, dwa; for we l«ve that way o CQ|lBfl .. 


r c ^ ] 

^overlies to you Seceders, who feem to have already 
poliz’d that Method entirely to you-felves; and We 
ir ‘° I f°fk to do you Juftice, that you.are far more capable 

f Ping thefe Ed § es than we are * For yoU and Mr ' Swan - 
0 ° and two or three more of you, would beat the whole 

f° n ’ ra ) Synod with thefe Edges. 

I come now to confider, and anfwer the 7th, 8 th and 9 th 
e2 ularities charg’d by you againll the General Synod, frc\ m 
one 46 th, and briefly to convince every honelbReafler, 
groundlefs they are ; for Proof of which you quote M r . 
T)elJp’s Sermon, Page 19th, preach’d at Letterkenny at a 
blickFaft, December 18th, 174?. 

P The 7th is, Minillers imitating Heathen Moralifts. 

The 8th, Minillers profaning God’s Name and Sabbath. 
An( l the 9th, Minillers neglerting Family-Worfhip. 

I (hall quote the Paragraph from Mr. Delap’ s Sermon e-n- 
,; re . “ Alas! fome Minillers of theGofpel affert to inii- 

« rate Philofophers in Lertures of Heathen Morality, va . 
,1 therthan the Apoftle Paul in preaching Chrill crucify*j > 
« and other didingmlhing Dortrines of Chriftianity a n d 
<i Chriftian Morality : fome alfo are an evil Example to the 
it Flock, by profaneing God’s Name and Sabbath, and ne- 
« glefting God’s Worfhip in their own Families.” Indeed 
if there were no Minillers of the Gofpel in thefe three Nati¬ 
ons, Whole Sins he was bewailing, on that Fad-Day, but 
the Members of the General Synod ; then of neceflity it niuft 
be fome of them he meant; but every body knows, that the 
Cafe is far otherwife in Britain and Ireland, that there are 
various Sorts and Kinds of Minillers of the Gofpel, viz. of 
the three Edablifh’d Churches, of Scotland, England, and 
Ireland; of the Englijh Di(j'enters of different Denomiu a . 
tions, Presbyterians, Independants and Anabaptijh ,— 
of the General Synod, of the old Covenanters, Scottifi} 
Epifcopals, Moravians and Seceders of different Sorts, 
Bnrgefs-men and AutiburgeJ':-nie,i, See. Now on that I>ay 
of Fading and Humiliation for the Sins of Britain and Ire¬ 
land, how can you know in which of the three Nations 
thefe Minillers live, or of what Denomination that he be¬ 
wails as guilty of thefe Crimes ? It might have been feced- 

ing Minillers for any thing you can know to the contrary ; his 

Words are fo indeterminate and uncertain, as they Hand i n 
theaforefaid Paragraph, that I defy all men living, but him- 
dlf, or thofe that he told it to fince, to underdand who 

the 
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. r r»f what Denomination. Sure hea* lVptv 

Ae P« f ° ns ^Z’c oL\ to undertone! thefe MimfterstoU 
you no Room m0re t h an 0 f any other Denominati. 

°f rhe General s yn d^n, d above . he do es not fry, a | as , 
on that I have Communion, or our own P er . 

Some Mind ers of °m o f QU r own Number; no, by no 
fwafion ; 01, alas, bom a , as , Some Mimfters of th- 

Means but only tn the ^ ^ f at i s fy every i nipwti . 

Gofpel, ire. B r cence 0 f all the Members of the Ge- 

al Reader as to the three crimes, 

nerai Synod, with refpe^t ^ thefe Wor ds in his Sermon 
Mr. Delap hav^ g «■ ft fom ,. Members of the Synod, 
were chargd by' lo . me ;,V ear l75 i to attend the Synod, re . 
andnot being abie ' n BovdoiTayboin, hisCopresby. 
quelled the Rev’d „ the l 9 thPage of hisSer- 

^r,iuhisName toinfo^« r thJ f m e ^ b £ faid t0 be 

.non, wherein lotne f I ^ ^ exprefs <d, he mean’t no 
guilty of fuch Thing Qur General Synod, for he never 
Member nor Members ^ ( - mfal Pra aices: and Mr. 

knew one of them guil be f ore fifty Eye and Ear-witnef- 

Boyd gave faid Infornia^^ muft b J a liow’d to know bet- 
fes. And eertainiy M^ w ,^ m he mean »t, and whom he 
ter than any Man iving, Some Minifters of the Gof- 

did not, by the^ Words, [lrange Condudin you 

“ pel, ire. and it feen £ again ft his Brethren, both 
to force a Gentleman t y ] edge ; You ought 

againft his Will, and bey « ^ Advert ;f em ent, forte, 

alter this Information, P mUtook Mr. Delap's Mean. 

moving the Calumny, T J th#t he can bear no Tef- 

ing when you wrote 'th . y do not th ; Sj which is 

timonv againft tl,e ,f y ' /will reputed by all honeftMen, 
your Duty, you mull and will oe F fer / 

a malicious Calumniator a make, how our 

1 lhall pafs by all andV^ane God’s holy 

Mini Her* break the h P*J Sabb f Mr . Delap’s Teftunony, 
Name; for having depi'iv d J ,, f charge, all that you 

to fupport your three ° mu [t g0 for nothing. For 

have (aid upon thefe th ’ how wiU you fupport the 

if your Foundation be r-Mv mult fall to the Ground. 

Superstructure 1 the *We ^ from what has 

Page 47th you fay t0 . Mr , U ”’. eviden t, that not a 

“ been faid, I think it is abu "f"J. bers of your General 

« few of thofe Mimfters who a ® J tr ing the SS* 

<< Synod have afted very irreg J (i C1 . am ents> 
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a nd other wife breaking through reveralfcnptu- 
H *n Rules of the Church of Scotland. To 

,< ra> an ^ r enlv, from what I have faid, in anfwer to 
which . 1 bl '[ groundlefs Accufations (for none of which you 
y° U c adduc’d any folid Proof;) I hope the very contrary 

Slappe^ <( conlider - ing the above Irregularities you 
Y0U f n’t chofen to name particular Members of .the Ge- 

« h aVe . o°lnd who are guilty of them.”— To winch I an- 


-yip OOl V-llW.. -- l , 

“ w„ s “c'lr - r» if & 

f#eri t womifeuoufly with the guilty ; o condemning the 
n ° Ce d Svnod in Bulk for the Faults of lome few, albeit 
General S as . are notj , s not God sWay ; 

thefe '*8 That be far from thee to do after this Man- 
Ct *u %r the Righteous lith the Wicked . and that the 
% r 'ZL'(hould be as the Wicked, that be far from thee-, 

you know very well that this General 
m 5 accufing, anlwer’d your own Interell, to augment 
Flocks and encreafe your Party ; for by accufing the 
y °neral Synod in this Manner without naming particular 
Members you hop’d to draw off a Number of weak credulous 
Peo le VL add? “ if you’ll thence take Occahon to reck- 
O on all I have now faid, meer Calumny, and in bare Al 
fations pronounce againft it as Slander, and Reproach 
it yea and to proceed to deny it in Bulk ; ‘hen be not a- 
,« but in due Time you (hall have both Names and 

« Fails particular!y inllruaed.”- The Mountains are ,» 

Uganda Moufe is brought forth. Here are great 
falling Words, big with Terror. W e look upon a 1 yo 
have faid hitherto (except that of reading Sermon , tor 
which I know of no exprefs Rule for or againft it m y 
Proteltant Church ; though I own I don t like the Practice) 
to be meer Calumny, groundlefs Slander and Reproach , 
oppofe it not in Bulk by bare Affertions, but in particular, 
by what I apprehend are conclulive Arguments.- And never 
fapre the General Synod, but as foon as you pleale, tell the 
World all the Ill you know of it ; and of every particular 
Member of it, but no more, and lay each Crime upon t ie 
particular guilty Perfon, that they may be known and pun¬ 
ned according to their Defert. But 
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look upon you to have renounced the Covenant; and canf e 
Parents publickly, to God, before the Congregation, toco n . 
fefs and acknowledge it as a Sin, in having had their ChilT 
dren baptiz’d by any of your Party; this late Fa<ft is too notour 
in this whole Neighbourhood to be contelted, it can be p ro . 
▼en by forty Witneffes. Your Aflumption, or fecond Pm. 
position in your hypothetical Syllogifm, I deny; and have 
proven the feveral Parts of it to be falfe and groundlefs al. 
ready, in my Anfwer to your firft Sedtion, to which I re- 
fer my Reader; namely that fome Minifters in our Synod are 
againft all Confelfions, in all Churches, found and unfound 
ire. fo that according to the logical Rule, conclufio fequi. 
tar deb'tliorem partem , one of your PremilTes being falfe 
your Conclulion mult be falfe alio, i. e. it is neither true 
that we are an unlawful conltitute Court of Cbrift, nor is 
it true that ye have any Right to preach here. 

Your fecond Syllogifm has no better Foundation than your 
firft: Your Argument in it is founded upon your falfe and 
groundlefs Charges, laid againlt the Synod in your fecond 
Sedtion: which I have proven, in my Anfwersto them parti- 
cularly, to he ill-natui’d, malicious Calumnies; viz. our Mi¬ 
nifters prophaning God’s Name and Sabbaths, ire. Thus Sir, I 
have endeavoured, as you fay, to pull the Beam out of the by. 
nod’s Eye, or rather have fully (hewn, that there was none 
in it. And now yen and your Party may endeavour as well 
as you can, to pick the Motes (as you call them) of irregular 
Condudt and Unlawful Copititution out of one another’sEyes, 
which Ibelieve will give you picking yourfill. Page 50 you fay, 

“ From what has been already advanced, it appears with 
<e Evidence nothing inferior te mathematical Demonftra- 
(s tion ; that there are no proper Judges belonghtg to your 
“ Party, who as fuch, have any Right to infpedt my Au- 
(! thority, feeing your Judicatories are no right conltitute 

“ Courts ofChrift.”-One would be apt here to imagine 

by your comparing your groundlefs Calumnies, and bare 
Aftertions without any Proof, (m ny of which are felf-evi- 
dent Nontruths) with a mathematical Demonllration, which 
is built upon fclfevident Axioms, which all men agree 
in, and which no man can de'ny nor lo much as fufpend his 
Affent from them for one Moment, that you really know 
not what a mathematical Demonftration is: And as you talk 
Page 97, and 98, of Meft’rs Arret, Patou, and Mulligan, 
being capable to teach Mr. Ljnd pud Mr. Peebles a Lelfon 
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■ rV.vlnitv, I would as a Friend advife you to go and read 
'l.rltd and fomething of Geometry, with fome proper 
’before you talk any more about Surveying, and ma- 
ulmat'ical Demonftrations, left thofe who underftand thofc 
Tilings laugh at you, for fpeaking and writing of Things 

th3 I t come'next toconfuler your pretended Authority from 
, (plf.-refled Prelbytery of C/afgow, which you give us 
Dee ?2 in the following Words, “ At Stirling June 27, 
1740' The Affociate Prelbytery of Glafgovi being met,and 
a foniulering the clamant Petitions, and warm Supplicati- 
u nns now lying before them, from feveral diflenting Con- 
„ Srions inthe Kingdom of Ireland, forfupply of 
« preaching, notwithstanding that two 0; their Number 
« are now fettled there: appointed Mr. Thomas Clark a 
i< probationer under their Infpedrion, to repair to the King- 
,1 dom of Ireland as foon as he can, within the Month 01 
a f H ly next, and to preach to the Congregations who have 
a apply’d to this Prelbytery, particularly Balibeamthe 
t< County of Monaghan, Clananees. Garland, and Tar- 
11 mind in the County of Tyrone. And likewife the Prelby- 
u ter y recommends to him to preach in any other Commu- 
<< nity who (liall on good Grounds apply to him to have the 
it Gofpel preached among them; and they appoiat hint to 
a continue in Ireland ay, and until the Prelbytery (hall fee 
<< meet to recal him. Extracted by James Ft fleer Minuter, 
u Clark pro tempore .” I would here make fome Obferva- 
tions upon this Extraift of your Credentials. 

ift. With refpeft to your Bounds. 2dly, With refpect to 
your Time. And adly, With regard to your Power. The firft: 
isexceeding large ; the fecond is indefinite ; and the laft with¬ 
out any Reftriftion or Limitation whatfoever. Firft, I Would 
take notice, that the Bounds.mentionedin yourCommilfion 
isexceeding large, viz. all Ireland; a larger Extent by the 
half, than the Apoftle gave the Evengelift, Titus i. & J . For 
this caufe left l thee in Crete, that thou Jhouldfl fit in order 
the Things that are vianting , See. Here you have for your 
Bounds the whole Kingdom, without Exception of one Pa- 
n.lh in all the four Provinces of Ulfer, Linfer, Mutifter , 
pr Connaught ; for you are appointed to preach, not only 
‘n the four fpecify’d Places, who had already apply’d, but 
any other Community, who (hould on good Grounds ap- 
P ! y to you, to have the Gofpel preached to them, without 
H 2 Exception 




















Exception of any Part of the Kingdom; and here yon are to j 
the foie Judge yourfelf of the Regularity of their Applicate 
I would, sdly, Obferve, that the Time mentioned 
your Credentials is exprefs’d in a very unufual and unprer " 1 
dented Way; far Different from what the antient Church 'r 
Scotland ufedin her pureft Times. See the printed Adis of 

AfTembly, Page IJ2, 153,-r 9 r. which lent over i n t |,! 

Year 1642 and 1643, to the poor fcattered Flocks in thi* 
Kingdom. MefTrs. Robert Blair of St. Andrews, and 
James Hamilton of Drumfries and their Brethren, two bv 
two that Year; and in 1643 Meflrs William Cockburn 0 f 
Kirkmichael, and Mathew Me.Kail of Carmanock, and 
their Brethren, two by two ; The firfl Year’s Commiffionwas 
limited to four Months, and the 2d Year's Commiflion to 
three Months only. But yours here, might have continu- 
cd all the Days of your Life, yea forty or fifty Years, ify 0li 
happen to live fo long. A (trange, unprecedented, bound, 
lets, unlimited Commiflion! But what need I fay, flrange 
Men, and new Religions mud be indulged to have new and 


ftrange Cuftoms. But, 

3dly, I would Obferve, that the Power you have given 
you in this Commiflion is very great, yea intirely unlimited; 
in thefe Words, (i and likewife the Prefbytery recommends 
“ to him, to preach to any other Community, who (hall 
<f on good Ground apply to him,to have the Gofpel preach’d 
“ among them.” 

Here you have the whole Power in your own Bread, tode- 
molilh what Congregations you will, and to eredt what Con- 
gregations you pleafe, to pull down and to build up, at 
your Difcretion ; to model all the Kingdom at your Plea- 
fure; You are not even enjoin'd to concur with, or confult 
Meflieurs Black and Means, who have been ordain’d be¬ 
fore your Commiflion, or even to take their Advice in any 
difficult Emergency : Nay, though you were only a Proba¬ 
tioner, and they ordain’d Minilters, you have a Power not 
only independent of them, but really above them ; for e- 
ven their Congregations are not excepted front your Power. 
For if any two or three of either of their People be difgutl- 
ed at them, and apply to you, you might according to this 
ample Commiflion judge that they had good Ground for fo 
doing, and fo preach to them, and eredt them into a fepa- 
rate Society, dillindt from their former Palaces of worlhip; 
for any Difguft at their Minifter, is fufficient for a Seceder. 

Neither 



. u. e can it be objedted to what I have faid, that you were 
^ e L accountable to the Prefbytery of Cl Jgow for your 
40 J u £t - nay not at ail, there is no facii thing in the 
rule Commiflion. How valtly different from yours is the 
r mmiflion which the General AfTembly gave the Brethren 
,ho came to Ireland in 1642 ; tho’ they were aged Mint- 
I , an d of longstanding and Experience in the Church, 

1 ' he General AfTembly in their Commiflion charge them 
r the f e following Words, “ as in the Sight of God that 
in Dodliine, Worlhip, and Difciplin-, and in their daily 
« Converfation, they fludy to approve themfelves as the M.- 
« niflersof JefusChrift; and that they becomptable to the 
« General AfTembly in all Things.” See the above quoted 
Adis. But here, no fucb Things are enjoined you. One 
would be apt, by this unlimited and lax Commiflion of yours, 
tofufpedl that the Zeal of the Prefbytery of Glafgou iwasbe- 
oinningto grow a little cool, about the Purity of the Church, 
i„ Dodirijie, Worlhip, Difcipline, and the godly Converlati- 



























































Allegiance to him, and to abjure his Rival and Enemy- 
Pretender. This is a (hong Sufpicion, that you are nV, - 

_I_ll_AL_ _ r. ___ c fr 


good and loyal a Subject here, as they fay you are there ,0 
thought the old Proverb had generally held true, CceJ t * 
non animum mutant qui tram mare currant, i. e. thm? 
who travel over Seas change their Climate, but not tihe' 
Mind. But I fee it fails in your Cafe. It’s an odd Matie ^ 
that two or three Hour’s failing, between Port-patriek ami 
Donaghadee, (liould fo dillurb your Brain, as to m ak 
you change your political Principles, to turn from a Wfa 
to a Tory, from a (launch Williamite, to become a n-om 
juring Jacobtte. I thought that Ireland, vvhofe pecuj; ar 
Property is to produce or nourifltno venomous Bead; co ujj 
never have metamorphos’d a pretended Proteftant, int o a 
nonjuring Jacobite, which is fuch an hurtful Creature to 
Society, that all loyal Proteftants in Ireland, have a greater 
Averlion to, than to Tygers, Bears, Wolves, or Serpents 
crthemoltfavage Bealls orpoifonousReptiles under the S un! 

But perhaps as the Pope of Rome from the vail Addition 
of his ufurped Power and Greatnefs, grew fo infolerstly 
proud, that inttead of acknowledging his Obedience and Al¬ 
legiance to the Emperor,he made him hold hisStirrup,and kiTs 
his Slipper, fo your lad ample Commiflion, making you Pa¬ 
triarch, or Metropolitan of all Ireland, has made you fo 
infolently proud, that you difdain to fwear Allegiance to 
our Sovereign King George. In (hort, laying Banter afide, 
there are a great many things obferved. in you Seceders, 
which laid together, would amount to a drong Sufpicion 
to found Protellants to believe you not good and loyal Sub¬ 
jects to hisMajedy King George, nor futisfy’d with thepre- 

fent Government-As firlt, none of all the Seceding 

Teachers will take the Oath of Allegiance and Abjuration. 
2dly, You own it as a national Sin in your publick Writ¬ 
ings. And this is not the private Opinion of a few of you, 
confidered in a private Capacity, but of the whole collec¬ 
tive Body of you in your Aft, Declaration and Tejlirno- 
ny. jdly, You make your People fwear they believe it to 
be a national Sin (if you ait conlidently with your fclves) 
when theyfwearyour new Covenant. 4thly, Infaid Aftfome 
of you own, that ye were fo far left (I fuppofe you mean lcl t 
of God) as to take it, for which ye defire to be deeply hum¬ 
bled. ythly,Mr. Swan for:, one of your Number, preaching at 
Loughachery in this Neighbourhood, upon a Day appoint- 
*d by the Government, for either Fading or Thankfgiv- 

ing 
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told his Audience, that he would not have them to 
Hk that he obferv’d that Day out of any Regard or De- 
e lnce to the King or Government, for that neither he 
fer the Government had any Right to appoint fuch a Day. 
"t.w thefe five Particulars being all laid together, create 
n iuftly a Sufpicion in the Minds of many, notwith- 
nVnd n 2 of all your fpecious and fair Petences, that you 
, n0 t loyal Subiedls, nor (launch Friends to the prefent 
Government. We (hall not pretend to judge your Hearts, 
t hat is God's Province, but thefe Addons of yours have no 
Bood Afpedl. If you have no Perfwafion of an mdefeali- 
gr e a nd hereditary Right in the Pretender, why don’t you 
abjure him, and intirely remove all Sufpicion out of our 
vL’s Mind, and the Minds of all his loyal Subjeds? For 
whild y°“ and your Hearers and Followers, continue m 
VOU r nonjuring Way, and efpecially if they (liould increafe 
to a ny confiderable Number, this doth and would more and 
more weaken the Courage of loyal Protellants, and en¬ 
courage the Hopes of Papijls, when we could not, and 
they would depend upon you, in Cafe of Need. V\ith 
what Face can you claim the Protedlion of the Govern¬ 
ment, and the Benefit of the King’s Laws which he is bound 
to maintain by his Coronation Oath, whillt you will not 
give him Aflhrance of your Loyalty and Fidelity, by your 
Oath of Allegiance to him? Would you have him bound 
and keep your felves free ? Is not this Conduft very par¬ 
tial and unaccountable in you ? Ought not all Correlatives 
to be mutually bound ? 


SECTION III. 

Wherein, it is propos’d toconjider if it was a regular and well 
precedent ed Conduft of the Aflociatejudicatoriesw Scotland 
to grant Supplies of preaching unto the Protellant DifTenters 
of the North ^Ireland who apply'd to them; as contain d in 
the id Seftion of your Pamphlet. 

H ERE I (hall prove, that it was very Irregular, and that 
there is no good Precedent for it, nor any thing paral - 
k! to it in the Inflances you bring, from the Conduft 
°f the General Synod in fupplying the People, of An- 
lr ‘»i and Ahoghill; nor any tiling parallel to it in the 
Conduct 0 f th e General AfTembly in fupplying the 
North of Ireland, in the Years 1642, 1643, and 1644; 

nor 














nor yet in fending Miniiters to Aberdeen to prefsthe 
ing of the Covenant in King Charles the lid’s Time : Wlv i" 
are the only three Inltances you give to juftify you j n ... 
Matter. I fball make it plain to my Reader, that there 
nothing in all thefe three that will, as a precedent, juHjp 
you in this Conduct of yours.. J 1 ■’ 

I (hall at this Time omit the particular Con(lderati 0 
of the Narrative you give Mr. Orr (from Page 56 t 
66) of the Rife and Progrcfs of the Alfociate Judicatures 
intending to publifh a far more impartial Account thert! 
of, taken from the authentick Records of.the General Aif.-m. 
bly, and other Judicatories of the Church of Scotland, at!| j 
fome late Writers, Gentlemen of known Candour and Veraci. 
ty, who are, or have been Miniiters of the eltablifh’d Church 

Page 66 you quote an Objedtion which Mr. King | las 
made in his Letter to Mr. Fijber, Page 31, ,‘ That the if. 

“ ceders are feeking after anew Religion, ire.” Xo which 
you reply Page 67, in thefe Words, “ Nor is it true in 
“ the Objefters to affirm that the People who join us, 

“ are feeking after a new Religion. For the Aflociate 
“ Miniiters bring no new Bible, no new Forms of Wor- 
“ (hip, no new Government, nor any new Dodtrine, Con- 
u feffion of Faith or Terms of Communion.”—I anfwer, 
feveral,of thofe Alfertionsof yours are falfe: As fit ft, when 
your Followers are feeking after you, they are feeking a 
new Religion, as the Term Religion femetimes fignifies 
a particular Sedt or Faction. 

Now as you are a new Sedt, you are a new Religion 
never heard of in all the World until about twenty Years 
ago; for your Sedt cannot at alt pretend to be the fame 
with the old Covenanters for thofe of that way do not | 
own you as their Brethren, but fpeak more bitterly again!! 
you than againlt any other Denomination- of Proteibnts 1 
vvhatfoever; as many can witnefs who have heard, in this 1 
Neighbourhood, Mr. Culbertfon, and Mr. Cameron, who 
are for the old covenanting Way, they call you falfe Bre¬ 
thren and Deceivers. _ , J 

lit, You bring a new Con feffion of Faith contain’d m- 
your Adt Declaratibn and Teflimony, newer than our ex¬ 
cellent IVeJhninjler one, by almoft an hundred Years, con- 
ftfting of the following Articles, juft out of the Mint where 1 
they were coin’d. 

2dly, That the Protejlers were in the Right, and the 
Jointioners were in the Wrong. 3 > 
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jd Tliat thofe who accepted the Toleration in King 
«,, n ;s the lid’s Time finned. 

/ jj, Thattotake the Oath of Allegiance to King George 

a Sin- , . . 

itli That the Oath of Abjuration is a National Sin alio, 
-th’ That the Union of Scotland and England in Queen 
dun's Time is a National Sin. 

6 th, That the Toleration of the Sects Epifcopals is a 
National Sin. _ 

yth. That the Affembly finned in inflidfing no higher 
Cenfure upon ProfefTor Simpfon, the’ they fufpended him 
both from teaching and preaching until his Death ; with 
many others of the like Sort, too tedious to mention. _ 
"dly, You bring new Terms of Communion, both Mi- 
niflerial and Chriltian ; that is, both for receiving Mini- 
tiers into your AfTociation, and private Chrillians to feal- 
; n g Ordinances. See the At 7 of the Aflociate Prefbytery 
ennent the Term of both Minitterial and Chriftian Com¬ 
munion , Page 117. foim’d at Edinburgh, Feb. 14, 1744. 
Every Perfon before he takes the Covenant or can be ad¬ 
mitted either as a Minifler or private Chrilfian to your 
Fellowffiip, mult own and fwear that he believes all the 
aforefaid Articles to be national Sins. You fay, you “ have 
“ no new Terms of Communion, but fuch as were either 
“ materially, or formally enadted and obferved by our 
“ Reformers In the Church of Scotland upwards of an 
“ hundred Years ago which every body knows to be a 
manifelt Fallhood. For many of thefe Things I have men¬ 
tioned, the Confeffion of which to be national Sins you 
make neceffary Terms of Communion with you, are fuch 
recent Fadts, or new Things, which happened in our own 
Time, that neither the Matter nor Form of them had a Be¬ 
ing the half of an hundred Years ago ; fuch as the Union, 
Mr. Sim]on % Cafe, ire. One would think, that in the 
Church of Chrift, laving and divine Faith in him, accord¬ 
ing as he is held forth in the Holy Scriptures, and a pub- 
lick Profelfion of the Truths reveal’d in the Word of God, 
and a regular Life, free from Scandal, were fufficient, to 
qualify Men and Women for the Communion of Saints, 
and the fealing Ordinances of the Gofpel, Baptifm, and 
•he Lords Supper: But here in your Church, there is an hu- 
man Faith in the Hiftorians of the laft Age alio neceffary, 
’■Without which none can be admitted, without telling your 

Followers 




























Followers which of thofe feveralHiflorians they fhall^^^^ 
who have wrote concerning thofe Things; or whc]'^' 1 
Man or old Woman, who lived when thefe Thinoq'i 0 ^ 
pendd they (hall believe (if they cannot read themfel T 

who deliver thefe Things by oral Tradition. The | 

laith, i Cor. xi. 2?. Let a Matt examine himl'elf, jbj le 
let him eat cf that Bread and drink oft-'at Cub; but 5 ^ 
ders fay by their Practice, this is not fufficient, unleft?' 
examine and ponder diligently, and firmly believe whattl 
modern fcoitifh Hillorians have wrote and deterniiiJf 
concerning the above Tranfafti-ms. Chrilt fays, John v. : ’ 
Search t 'e Scriptures, for in hem ye thinkye have Ete' 
na! Life, and Ley are they th 1 le ify of me; but s' 
ceders. virtually I y by their Praftice, that unlefs their fJ" 
lowers fearch and believe the human Hillories of the],a I 
and prelent Age, they fliall not be admitted to receive the 
Bread ol Life at thrift's Table. 

What you quote Page 68, from the Prefbyte-y of D n 
more s Anfwer to the Appeal, viz. “ That fome of their 
“ Minilters are erroneous in Dodtiine, being againlt 
“ Confeflions in all Churches, found and unfound, and 
“ others judging fome Articles therein, /. e. in the Weft. 

“ minjler, not true,” as a Reafon for your coming to 
Preach in Ireland, I have anfwer’d fufficiently already 
that by the firft of thefe, none elfe can poflibly be meant 
but the Prelbytery of Antrim-, and by the laft, only Mef. I 
fieurs Blair and Apprichard, who never were Members 
of our Synod. Your fecond Reafon for coming here is 
in thefe Words, “ Some of their former Mimfters had I 
“ corrupted the Worlhip of God, by their Innovations 1 
‘‘ brought thereinto, fuch as that of Mr. Fergufon of Mar- 
“ hot hill, who at the Baptifm of Children never prays for ! 
“ the Pardon of Original Sin, nor the Sandlilication of the 
“ Nature of the Child.” To w'hich I briefly reply, a partial- 
lareaduniverfale,nonvaiet confequentia, from a particu¬ 
lar to an univerfal the Confequence will not hold. For 
though Mr. Fergufon had been guilty intirely of this Omif- I 
lion, it doth not follow, that therefore all, or any other 

Member of the Synod is guilty in the fame way_But j 

fecondly, I would obferve, the Prelbytery don’t fay them- 
felves, that Mr. Fergufon is guilty of the above Omiffion, 
they only give the Words of a Supplication from Market- \ 
hill to them, in which the Supplicants only fay fo; but 

neither 


• her prove by nor Witnefles. But Laftly, I would 
here, that according to your ufual Cullom, you are 
■ f 1 , of doing great Injuftice to the Words of the Sup • 
s * on as die Prelbytery have recorded them and tranf- 
them to us: for the Supplication which I have now 
my Eye, only fays, “ In his Prayer after the bapti- 
“fzing of Children, as he commonly ufeth the fame Ex- 
(( r jfions, he never prays for the Pardon of Original Sin, 
a nor f° r die San&ification of the Nature of the Child.” But 
■ makes no mention about his omitting thefe things in 
i's prayer before Baptifm, when he is craving the Divine 
Blelfing upon the Ordinance, that it may be erfedtual to all 
t l, e Ends and Purpofes for which God has appointed it ; as 

^ Discipline of the Church of Scotland. -(See Steu- 

0,-t's Colleftions, Page 127, and the Directory for pub- 
Jick Worlhip bound up with our Gonfeflion) appoint, 
(i That the Miniller before Baptifm fhould pray, that God 
it would join the inward Baptifm of his Spirit with the 
« outward Baptifm of Water; make this Baptifm to this In¬ 
i' fant a Seal of Adoption, Regeneration and eternal Life, 
ii and of all other Promifes of the Covenant of Grace ; 
« that the Child may be planted into the Likenefs of the 
'< Death and Refunedtion of Chrift, and that the Body of 
'< Sin may be deflroyed in him, that he may ferve God 
“ in Newnefs of Life all his Days ” 

Now if he-prays for thefe Things before Baptifm, (which 
the Supplication does not deny) as our Directory enjoins, 
where is there here any Innovation in Worfhip ? But you 
pofitively afTert, “ That he never prays for the pardon of 
“ 0 ;igin:il Sin, nor the San&ification of the Nature of the 
“ Child, ” which the Supplication will not fupport; for it 
only fays, that he never prays for thefe Things after Bap¬ 
tifm ; neither can you find that the Prcfbytery of Drontore 
alk’d the Commiffioners whether or no he pray’d for thefe 
Things before Baptifm? nay, they are perfeftiy filent a- 
botit that, and deliver the Words of the Supplication juft 
as it was prefented to them : So here you have grofly irr- 
posd upon your Reader, which is no new thing with you ; 
it being your ufual Cultom. I come now to Anfwer your 
Seventh Calumny againlt the Synod, in mocking the Com- 
tuilfioners, and the twelfth, in threatning a legal Profccuti- 
Page 72, and 76. 
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I {hall give a brief Account of the eleventh ChajZ^ 
One of the Malecontents of Market hill appeared bef*/ I 
the Prefbytery of Armagh, and was pleading very ^ af ' 
ly before that Prefbytery, with Correlpondents, to be re> 
imburs’d from the other Party of faid Congregation, f eve 

Pounds he had laid out, towards the Repairs of the Meet. 

ing-houfe; as he fpoke a long Time with a loud Voice, f re _ 
quently diredting the Prefbytery, how to condudt the Ag 
fair ; a certain Minifter faid in a Whifper to one that 
next him, he was fure that CommifEoner was tir’d, for be 
had fpoke a long Time: He took this exceeding ill, 
gining, that the Minifter meant, that he fpoke impertinent, 
ly, and not with due Regard to the Prefbytery. And in 
great Anger reply’d, he could fpeak for him'elf in his own 
Caufe as well as the other could Preach : Which was very 
provoking and unmannerly. The Minifter reply J, he be. 
lieved he could Preach too, and would give him the Pul. 
pit on a Week-day, but would not fpoil the Sabbath with 
him. As the Commiflioner left the Houfe he faid in great 
Anger, that he would be a Thorn in their Flefh ; he would 
ride his Horfe as far as he could go, and fpend what he was 
able, but he would make them have thin Meeting-houfes. 
What great Matter is hereto accufethe General Synod with! 
only a Whifper in a Corner, occafioned by indecent and 
provoking Language from the Commiflioner. 

Your I2th Charge is in thefe Words, Page 72, “ Al¬ 
t' though life People of Marketkill offered at a Meeting of 
“ the Prefbytery of Armagh, their folemn Declaration to 
clear fome Fads before a Magistrate then prefent, yet no 
“ Security to them or their Families, to do it with Safety, 

“ was allow’d; but antecedent to their Enquiry a legal Pro- 
“ fecution was threatned, which muzzled one of the Par- 
« ties.” Thefe are the Words which you quote from the 
Defence of the Appeal, Page 10th, which do not at all do 
termine, whether thefe Fadts which they offered to clear b.- 
fore aMagiftrate, were of a civil, or of an ecclcfiaftick Kim ; 
but in Page 76 (where you repeat this Charge again!! the 
Synod) you fay, thefe Fails were concerning Points of ei- 
roneous Doftrine. How you came particularly to know 
what thefe Fadls related to, whether to civil Property, or 
erroneous Dodlrine, it’s hard to conjedlure. Sure the po¬ 
of the Prefbytery of Dromore which you quote, and wnicj 
I have again quoted from you, don't at all determine: Ann 


nerfuaded you have no fuch Intimacy with the living 
1 2111 'Jers of our Presbytery, as to know from them what 
Fadl* were ; but you feem malicioufly, out of your 
'b e ffead, to have forg’d thefe Words, (viz. concerning 
°p nts of erroneous Doctrine,) with a Defign toblack- 

the Synod.- - 1 reafon thus with refpedt to this Charge; 

if thefe Fafls what they will, whether of a civil or an eccle- 
r flick Kind, they were either true, or falfe and forged ones: 
rf thefe Things were true, which the Commiffioners offer’d 
heir Declaration to clear before a Magistrate, it was their 
nuty have done 11 > and no Law could have hurt them, 
w ben the Fadts had been proven: And they feem neither to 
be wife, nor zealous for the Truth, that were afraid where 
n o Danger was. If thefe Things were falfe, it was their 
Sin to have offer’d to fwear them, againfl any Man. If thefe 
pledg’d Fadts were to be fworn before a Magiftrate againft 
the other Members of the Congregation of Markethiil, it 
was not in the Presbytery’s Power to give Security to the 
Commiffioners to do it with Safety. For how could they 
bind up the I-eopIe fworn againfl, from doing themfelves 
Juflice i Or, if thefe Oaths were againfl any Member of the 
Presbytery, could thePresbytery bind up their Brother, from 
feeking a juft Reparation of his Wrong ? Such a requefl of 
giving them Security was ridiculoufly made; and therefore 
might be jullly deny’d ; as if a Man fhould fay. I’ll do you 
an Injury, if you allow me, and give me Security that you 
will not hurt me, and neither refill it at the Time, nor re- 
fent it afterward. What a ridiculous and unreafonable De¬ 
mand would this be ? and the Commiffioners Requefl to the 
Presbytery was juft of the fame Sort. But after all, what 
has the Synod to do with thefe Things, feeing they were 
never laid before it, either by way of Complaint or Appeal, 
never brought before it in any Shape whatfoever? but qu'ic * 
quid delirant Reges plectuntur Aclsivi, whatever lit any 
Body does, or is imagin’d to do, the Synod mud fuffer for it. 

I fhall next confider the three Precedents you produce for 
your coming to preach in Ireland; and plainly fhew my 
Reader, that there is not the lead Refemblance of a Parallel 
between any of all the three, and your irregular Condudl. 
With regard to the firft Inllance of the General AfTembly of 
the Church of Scotland in fending over fome of their Num¬ 
ber, at the earned Requefl of the poor didreffed Presbyteri- 
an Sufferers, in the Year 1642, and 1643, who had furviv- 
I ed 






ed the horrid Maffacre, perpetrated by the bloody 
Rebels in 1641, to preach theGofpel in this Kingdom, and t 0 
break the Bread of Life among them ; there is no Paralhj 
between it, and your irregular Pradice, intruding you r . 
felves here, for this will evidently appear from the follow. 

ing Confiderations. . , , , r n . 1 • 1 , 

I ft. Some of thofe, particularly the Grft: two which the 

General AfTembly fent for the firft four Months in i6 4a> 
namely MefTrs. Robert Blair of St. Andrews, and Jam et 
Hamilton of Dumfries, had been ordain d Minifters in tin, 
Kingdom before, the firff at Bangor, the fecond at Bally, 
■waiter, in the Year 1622, and had continued fixed Pallor, 
of thofe Churches l 4 Years, until the Year 1636, that they 
were both forc’d to fly to Scotland, during the rigid Ad- 
minifiration of Ld. Lieutenant Wentworth who prefsd 
Conformity to the higheft Pitch ; fo that when the. Storm 
was over, they were but coming back to gather their own 
fcattered Flocks, their minilterial Rehuion to the above 
Churches, having never been difTolveJ. But ye came over 
tofeatter the Flocks of honeft Minifters, and to gathet them 

^^/^^Crewa’sthcn an extream Neceflity ; there was not 
then one Presbyterian Minifter in the North of h eland but 
all had been either cut off by the Sword, or elle had fltd to 
Scotland or England, for their Lives. But when ye came, 
there were almoft one hundred and fifty regular ordain dMi- 
nilters; fo that your coming, as fo many fupet numerary Lc- 
lites, was intirely needlefs. Whatever need fome of you 
had of Ireland, it had no need of vou. Nay even Mr. Hut. 
ton one of your Number, own’d to Mr. King, that he 
kne’w there was a contiderable Number of found, faithful 
Minifters, belonging to the General Synod. 

Yon add Pave 82, “ Nor have we any Account, that 
« the General AfTembly delay’d fullaining the People s Peti¬ 
te t i ons and Complaints, ay and until they wcrefiill aflua! y 
“ difmifs’d from their former Minifters. No, but f°«hwi h 
“ difpatch’d their Miflionaries to fupply them with Pieacl- 
« Tug ire. without fear of being juftly charged with 
hrtuLr and unprecedented Pracft.ce in this Matter s n«- 
« th« d d the Aflociate Judicatures think it proper to d 
“ lav ire.” ill- I reply, it was not prudent foi y° 
dek/your coming, for had fome of the People in rrW 
rotten a little longer Time to hear and conftder your 
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. ,. r in Scotland, they would havebad enough of you, be- 
vou came ; fo it was belt for you to fluke the Iron whsle 
hot, to embrace the firft Opportunity, for fear yon 
'1 ,ld not get another. I have fliewn alfo, that in 164-, 
e no living Presbyterian Minifter in Ireland to dif- 
‘ ’ f, the People from. But the Cafe was quite otherwise 
ye came to Ireland. So that the Conduit of the Af- 
r'bly can be no Precedent for you any otherwile than a 
,. 2 al Execution is a Precedent for private Murder. 

'The fecond Precedent which you produce, is as little to 
,he Pnrpofe to juftify your Condud as the firft, namely, 

, pratticc of the General Synod’s Committee, 1726, in 
^plying the People of AUghill and Antrim. For, 

*?//. The Committee had for many Years perfonally known 
[heifimfters of thefe two Congregations, to have pubhek- 
, v maintained in the Synod (until they had been lately caft 
L) fuch Principles as gave the People Ground for con- 
feientious Scruples ; fo that they knew it was not Caprice, 
Pett and Humour, that mov’d them ; but really tender 
Confidence : But you bad only your Reports front mere 
Strangers, whofe Faces you had never feen before, whore 
Charaders you knew not; which ReportsI have fondly pro¬ 
ven, in this Paper, to have been malicious, and groundlels. 

idly. The People in rhefe two Congregations, before they 
were under the paftoral Infpedion of their then prefent Mi¬ 
nifters, had been under the Care of the General Synod ; nad 
always fubjedled themfelves willingly to its Difciphne and 
Government, and were willing to continue their Relation 
to it: The Synod therefore could not caft off thofe People, 
tho’ it had juftly caft out their former Pallors. But was this 
the Cafe with refpeft to the AfTociate Presbytery and the 
People in Ireland ? by no Means, there is nothing parallel 
here to vour Cafe and CondtuTC. _ 

idly. The Committee were vaftfy Better acquainted with 
the moral Charaders of many in thefe two Congregations, 
than ye poffibly could be in Scotland, with mere Strangers 
in Ireland, of whom ye knew little or nothing. 

4 th/y. The Committee exprefsly enjoin the Presbyteries, to 
which they annex the two Congregations, and all others, to 
take Care that the People who (hall withdraw from the Miniftry 
of Non-fnbfcribers, pay all their Arrears of Stipends due 
to their former Pallor?. Now was any thing like this (to 
crake the Parallel hold) done by you Sectders ? By no 
I 2 Means s 



















- m the Eves of poor, weak, ignorant, credulous reop.e, 
fr hUe they were thr (t ig their Sickles into other Mens 
"fid, i e. intruding into other Mens Congregations. 

F Thus (I hope to th- Conviction of every onprejucl.c d 
Uind ) I have made it appear, that there ,s nothing m all thefe 
^ . . InSnces you have produc’d, that is parallel to your 
PJ e or can ferve as a Precedent to jultify your irregular 
ronduft. It’s true you fay, Page 83, you could mul- 
S° t “p| y authuitick Precedents’; but unlefs they be more to 
the Pmpofe than thofe three you have given, you had as 
nood fave yourfelf the trouble. And as People ufualiy put 
? he bell Argument foremoll, foil’s rational to believe you 
have done with.your Precedents ; and, bad tho they are, 
U’s probable you have none better behind. The Condudt 
of no well regulated Church on Earth, in any given In¬ 
dance, can be a Precedent to juftify your irregular Condud. 

Were it not for fwelling this Anfwer to too great a Bulk, 
I might folidly and particularly confute what you fay Page 
g, that “'the General Synod have not the Marks or Notea 
‘‘whereby the true Church of Chrilt: is known; as they 
« (land in the XIXth Article of the old Sects Confeilion, 
« v i z . id. The true preaching of the Word; 2d. The 
“ right Adminiilration of the Sacraments ; 3J. Ecc eha t- 
« cal Difcipline.” But I have anticipated my felf already, 
in the Anfwers I have given in this Paper to your feveral 
eromidlefs Accufations, to which I refer my Reader. I o .uni 
up all in a few Words, for the Truth of which we appeal 


Means ; this was not done in Mojira, when ye took th e 
People under your Care ; neither the Executors of j\^ r 
Creighton were paid the Arrears, nor the Probationers tl le ' 
Student-Money. And I have too good Reafon to know 
that ye are guilty of the fame OmifTion in other Places 
alfo. Perhaps it’s a Principle of Confcience with you, not 
to make People pay for preaching, which ye make them be. 
lieve, poifon’d them. Juftice between Man and Man in fuel, 
Cafes, ye don’t feem to lay much Strefs upon. For indeed 
it is but a Second-table Duty. But perhaps ye think 
with the Papifls, “ that no Faith is to be kept with Here- 
“ ticks”, for fucb you reckon the Members of the General 
Synod. 

To as little Pnrpofe is your third Precedent, which you 
bring for your coming here, Page 83, viz. the Practice 
of the Sects Reformers 1662, in fending their Miflionaries 
to Aberdeen, to preach there, and to treat with that People 
to take the national Covenant. Every Body in the lead ac¬ 
quainted with the Hiftory of the Sccitifh Church knows 
that then that Church was Ecclefm Ttirbata, /. e. in an 
unfettled and didurbed State ; and that fome, nay many 
Things, are neceffary to be done in fiich a State, which are 
not expedient nor lawful in a fettled and peaceable State; 
and this is the Reafon which MefTrs. Henderfon and Dick- 
fon give for fending the Miflionaries there, to juflify their 
own Condud. But however well this Diliindion jultify'd 
their Conduct in that Cafe, it can by no Means jultify you 
in what you have done. For our Church was not in adilturb- 
ed, but in a quiet and fettled State, when ye came over; 
and if it be now didurbed, ye are the Authors and Gauds 
of its Didurbance ; and you have this to account for, to 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrid, the fupreme King and 
Head of it. With equal Judice may a Number of covetou s 
Rebels, when they have rais’d an intedine War, and feizd 
their Neighbour’s Goods, judify their Conduct by the above 
Diltindion, as you can do what you have done, by faying 
that many things may be done in adidurb’d State of a Nation, 
or in a State of War, which ought not to be done in a State 
of Peace. But every Body of the lead Penetration, would 
readily fee the horrid Villainy through the thin Cover of 
the aforelaid Diliindion, as every honed wife Man fees 
yours. The above Diltindion has been frequently abuse, 
by proud, covetous, felf-feeking Men, to cover their Ct .n^ 

























free of any Mixture of human Invention, only to 
as we know have a Right to them, according to the R u j es 
of the Gofpel : Indeed we do not lay Obltacles in th e i r 
Way in order to their Admiflion, to make them fwear f on , e 
things that are abfolutely falfe, and other things that are 
Matters of doubtful Dilputation ; as the Cultoni of fo me 
is, who pretend to be the great Lights and Reformers of 
the Age. 

3dly, In our Exercife of Difcipline, in feparating the 
pure from the vile, we have no refpeft of Perfons, we 
keep habitually thefe Words of the Apoftle to the Evange- 
lift in our Eye. and in our Mind ; them that fin rebuke 
before all, that ethers alfo may fear. I charge thee be. 
fore Cod, and the Lord Jefus Chrifi, and the Elett An¬ 
gels, that thou obferve thefe Things, without preferring 
one before another, doing nothing by Partiality, i Tim. 

V. 20, 21. 

But you feem to have repented in charging the Synod 
with wanting thefe three Marks of the True Church, be. 
caufe within a Page or two, namely in the 90th, you poll, 
lively aflert, that you believe there are pious Chriftians or 
Chrilt’s little Flock, among the Minifters and People be¬ 
longing to the General Synod : Your Words are thefe, 
‘‘ I frankly own, that I comfortably hope, and charitably 

believe, there are pious Chriftians in the Proteflant 

Churches of Scotland, England, Germany, America, 
“ See. yea among the Independants and Anabaptilts in 
4t England, as alfo among the Minifters and Pe> pie belong- 
“ ing to the General Synod of Uijler in Ireland, which are 
“ of Chrift’s little Flock.” Now, if Minifters and People 
belonging to the Synod, according to your own ConfefTion, 
be Chrift’s little Flock, why came ye into Ireland as rave¬ 
nous W'olves or Beafts of Prey to fcatter Chrift’s Flock from 
Chrift’s Shepherds ? 

2dly, If we be pious Chriftians, and Chrift s Flock, we 
are Chrift’s Church; for Chrift’s little Flock, and Chrift s 
Church, are fynonimous Terms in Scripture, or Words of 
the fame Meaning and Signification. Now how can you 
fay Pages 87, and 88, that we have not the Maiks of ih e 
true Church, and yetexprefsly fay Page 00, that you believe 
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pamphlet, that neither our Synod nor its inferior Ju¬ 
dicatories are right and lawful Courts of Chrift i You or 
11 the Writers ever I faw, abound with the greateft Incon- 
(iftencies, and felf-Contradidtions. But after the late cha¬ 
ritable Declaration you have made Page 90, in owning us as 
pious Chriftians, and Chrift’s little Flock ; I fhould not be fo 
fevere upon you, for Charity covers a Multitude of Sins. 
Seeing then we have proven from your own Confeftion, 
that we Minifters and People are Chrift’s little Flock ; how 
confiftent has your Condudl been with this Confeftion, in 
all Minifter’s Congregations promifcuoully, who belong to 
the Synod, feting up your Tents, and preaching, in order 
to draw off their Hearers, to your Party ? Your Condudt 
herein plainly (hews to the World, that you valued not a 
Straw, whofe Flock they had been, provided they would 
become your Flock, that you might get the Fleece. 

Now that you are in the Church, which is Chrift’s Fold ; 
Jet us enquire next, how' you came in ; you tell us Page 
89, “ that “ You know the Church is called the Houfe of 
« God, and the Door of it by which a Minifter enters in 
it to perform religious Services, is Janua Bifaria a two- 
« leaf’d Door; the Call of the People is one Leaf, and the 
“ Appointment of the Prefbytery is the other Leaf, and 
“ you have both.” I anfwer briefly, you affert here a ve¬ 
ry dangerous Nontruth, nay a peftilential Herefie ; for the 
Door of the Church of God has but one Leaf, and Chrift 
Jefus is that Leaf, yea the whole of the Door, as he fays 
himlelf, Jo n x. 9. Iam the Door. How dare you con- 
tradift our Saviour, to fay that the Door into the Church 
of God has two Leaves, when he fays, it has but one? 
Or how dare you fay, that the Call ol the People, and the 
Appointment of the Prefbytery are the two Leaves of this 
Door, when he fays expreisly, that he is the Door himfelf ? 
Is there any thing in the moll fufpicious Paragraph, in all 
Mr. Carlifie's Sermon, of as dangerous Tendency as this 
Affertion of yours, to put our Lord Jefus Chrift out of 
his Place, as the Door of the Church, and to put the felf. 
eredied Prefbytery of G 'afgow, and the giddy People who are 
your Followers, in his ftead ; let all impartial Chrillian Read¬ 
ers judge ? What a poor Figure you make, by your Entrance 
Wo the Church, by the Appointment of the felf-erefted 
Presbytery, and the Call of the giddy, unfettled, foojifli, weak 
6£ople ; f e tting afide precious Chrift!—You take notice, that 

you 
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you have the Call of the People, but you are perfeft| v r 
lent, of your having the Call of God, which is of iijfi.j- 
ly more Importance ; which Mr. Ebenezcr Erskine p' te ’ 
, I 4 °f bis fynodical Sermon fays, confilts in God’s quaip 86 
ing a Man for the Work, and infpiring him with an hJ' 
Zeal, and Defire to employ thefe Qualifications for the G ;7 
ry of God, and the Good of his Church; which he fec-m" 
to have borrow'd front the learned and pious Durham's E X S 
pofition of the Revelation- Now what a poor and defr,; 
cable Figure mud you make, in the Eyes of judicious pi 0 \, s ' 
Chnltians, when you came not in by precious Chrilf ^ 
Door, nor had the Cali of God for your Coming ! Mud j. 
not hold true concerning you, that God hath not fent y ou 
yet you ran ; and therefore, you (hall not profit this Peo¬ 
ple at all ! But I imderltand you are not fingular in denying 
the Honour of his own Houfe to CBrid as King, for one 
or your Brethren in this Neighbourhood, who had a ctr» 
tain Difference with one of his Hearers, when the Man 
propos J to leave the Difference to the Decilion of the 
Piesbytery ; No, replies the Minifter, I am King in my own 
Court, meaning his Seffion, and there it fnall be try'j, 
The Man thought it was very hard, that the Minifter 
mould be both Judge, and Party; but could get no Reme¬ 
dy ; for wl-.ere there is a King, there is. Power, and who 
may fay unto him what doelt thou ? I thought, that Chriit 
ought to be own’d as foie King in all the Courts and Judica¬ 
tures of t.,e Church, Eph. i. 22. And gave him to be Head 
cvet all Things to the Church. But it feems it is not fo 
in the Seceders Churchy they don’t ctroofe to come in by 
mm, as the Door, but only by the Call of the People, and 
Appointment of the felf erefled Presbytery. They built 
their Church, themfelves, and they keep the Kingfhip aniotrg 
themfelves; for every Man of them it feems, is foie King 
in his own Court or Seffion. This can be proven by the 
Oath of the Man to whom it was faid, and who has been 
bve or fix Years a S-eceder, Is not this inconfifbent with 
Presbyt;rian tfm , in denying the due Subordination of the 
inferior to the fuperior Judicatures of the Church ? And not 
only fo, but far worfe, inconfiftent with Chriflianity ifelfj 
in denying Chrifl’s Kingly Government overhis own Courts. 

I would now make two Remarks upon two Paragraphs 
of Mr. Eoenezer Erskine’s fynodical Sermon, from PfaC 
cxviii. 22. w'lfich firft began Secedingin Scotland j V age 
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has thef e Words, viz. “ There is a twofold Call ne* 
it cell’ary fo r a Man who meddles as a Builder in the Church 
tt of God j (here is a Call of God, and of the Church : 
t‘ God’s Cal) confifts In his qualifying a Man for the Work, 
tt and in inspiring him with an holy Zeal and Defire to 
it employ thpfc Qualifications for the Glory of God, and 
t‘ the GooJ of his Church. The Call of the Church lies 
“ in the free Choice and Eledlion of the Chriltian People ; 
“ The Proi n jfe of Condudt and Council in the Choice of 
“ Men that ate to build the Church is not made to Patrons , 
“ Heritors or any other particular Set of Men, but to the 
“ Church, ’ t |ie Body of Chrift, to whom Apoftles, Pro- 
“ phets, Evi* n g e bft s > Pallors and Teachers are given.” 

I would ^pferve here, that in order to eftablifh a popu¬ 
lar Call or f r ee Choice of the People, he quite overlooks 
the Call of the Presbytery, viz. their Invitation and Cali to 
a young Ma n t0 enter upon firft Tryals in a regular way, to 
preach the vs' 01 '^ > an£ i again their calling am! befeeching 
him to accept of the People’s Call to be their Minifter, and 
folemnly feting him apart, by Falling and Prayer, and Im- 
pofuion of Himds for the regular and full Difcharge of the 
miuifterial Office. Iticidit in fyllatn sapiens vitare chary b- 
din , ftninning one Extreme, he falls into another as dan¬ 
gerous, if n 0 tmore fo. He feems entirely to quit the Pres¬ 
byterian ScheiOe, and to fall in with the wild Sectarian Way 
of thofe who maintain, that wherever God has given Gifts 
and an Inclination (which perhaps is no more than a mere 
Enthufiaftich fancy of the Man’s own Brain) and an En¬ 
couragement is given by the People ; a Man may without a- 
ny presbyterj a l Order preach the Word, and adminifter the 
Sacraments-_r—he fays, the Promife of Conduct and Conn- 
fel in the Ch a,ce °f Men that are to build the Church is 
not made to fatrons, Heiritors, or any other Set of Men, 
but to the Ch irc fi> the Body of Chrift ; to whom ApojHes, 
Prophets, J?:angelijh, Pa/iors and Teachers are given. 
Now here, a i he puts Chriltian People, i e. the Hearers, 
in Oppofitic> n to the Apoftles and Teachers, and fays that 
>he Promife 0 f Conduft and Council in the Choice of Men 
that are to h u Id the Church is only made to them, i e. to 
common Chef li an People: I reply, this is a grofsMiftake, and 
Ver y falle Affrtion. That the Promife is not made to Pa¬ 
trons and He r i ;ors a s fuch, we readily allow; but that the Pro- 
m| (e is not n* a Je to any other particular Set of Men, is falfe ; 

for 

























for thePromife ofCondudt and Counfelin the Choice of M, 
to build the Church, is made to another Set of Men, difti n 
both from Patrons and Heiritors, and the Chrillh 
People confideved as fuch ; namely to the Holy Apoff] c 
and to the Pallors and Teachers of the Chriftian Churi 
as their SuccelTors; Math, xxviii. 19, 20. C0 ye thsrefo, 
<uid teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Chofl ■ /}, 
lo, 1 am with 


you always, even unto the End of the W oriel. 
Where we have the Promife of God for Counfel and Con. 
duct in the Whole of their Office r One chief Part of which 
is, to be direfted in the Choice of fit Perfons to fucceed them in 
preaching the Gofpel. And it is obfervablc, that the Choice of 
fit Perfons to build the Church ofGod, 1 Him. ii. 2. is given by 
the Apofile not to the common Chriftian People, but to the 
Evangelift, in Conjunftion no doubt with the Presbytery. Tit 
Things that thou haft heard of me amcngmany IVitnejfes, tht 
fame commit thou to faithful Men, who jhall be able to teach 
othersaljo. Where it is obfervable, that it is notby the com¬ 
mon Chriftian People, but by the Evangelift that the Choice 
is to be made;perbaps the Choice of the Deacons, ABsv'i. 3. ; s 
the only Place in the Holy Scriptures where the firft Choice of 
Church-Officers is made by the common Chriftian People : 
And'tho’ fome of thefe Deacons became Preachers afterwards, 
yet conlklei’d as Deacons, they were not to be Builders of 
the Church of God, but only Overfeers of the Poor. Andfo 
thefe Words in the ABs, Lcokye out among youJeven Men 
of honeft Report, See. make nothing to the Purpofe of the 
Chriftian common People’s having a Right before the Pres¬ 
bytery have chofen and called the Man, to call him to be 
a Builder in the Houfe of God. The due Order of thefe 
feveral Calls is as foil iws ; ill, A Man ought to have the 
Call of God, as has been above aflerted. 2d, He ought to 
have the Call and Invitation of the Presbytery, and by them 
to be try’d, and approven, and licenc’d and appointed to 
preach the Gofpel; which he feems intirely to have omit¬ 
ted. 3d, He ought to Ii3ve the Call and free Invitation cf 
the Chriftian People, and ought not to be intruded upon 
them againlt their Wills ; and laftly, he ought to have the 
Call and Invitation of the Prefbytery, to accept of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Call, and to be by them folemnly fet apart, for th- 
full and faithful Difcharge of the minifterial Office, ty 
Rafting, Trayer, and Impofnion of Hands j which lafl Call 
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ms atfo altogether overlook’d, to become more popular, to 
• joratiate himfelf with the common People, making their 
Choice to Hand inflead cf both their own Call, and the Pres¬ 
byteries alfo ; becaule he forefaw that he fhould n . t have 
t !, e Concurrence of any regular Presbytery in calling Buil¬ 
ds to eredt the new Seceding Church. 

Though in the laft quoted Paragraph he made the Pro- 
mifeof Conduit and Diredtion peculiar to the Chriftian Peo¬ 
ple in calling a Builder, exclulive of every other Set of 
jtlen whatfoever, even Pallors and Teachers not excepted ; 
vet in Page 29 he attributes a great Power to Mimllers, the 
Fellow-builders of the Houfe of God, even a Power of 
difcerning and knowing with Certainty the faving Grace 
0 f God in the Heart of the Man who is to be impioy’d as 
a Feilow-mafon with them. “ If Minilters of the Gofpel 
“ be Builders of the Houfe, then fee hence the need of 
« trying a Man’s Acquaintance with Chrill, and the Pow- 
“ er of Religion, before he be admitted into minifterial 
“ Communion as a Fellow-builder in the Houfe of God— 

1 “ Mafons know one another, they have ceitain Signs and 

“ Words by which they are capable to diftinguilh Men of 
“ their own Art and Bufinefs from others ; fo fkilful 
" Builders in the Houfe of God are capable by a fpiritual 
“ Difcerning, to know who are fit to be admitted to the Work 
“ of the Lord and who not. ’ Can Mr. Erskine believe that 
Minilters know with as great Certainty the Reality of Sav¬ 
ing Grace in the Hearts of thofe that are Candidates for 
the Holy Miniftry, as Free-mafons know one another ? If 
he had had fuch a Spirit of Difcerning who were fit and 
who not, to be employ’d in the Work, fure he never wou'd 
have employ’d Mr. Moncrief, Mr. Gib, and others of the 
Artiburgefs-men, who have now calt himfelf, his Brother 
Ralph, Mr. Fijher, Mr. Black, &c. out of the Work, 
excommunicated them, and delivered them over to Satan, 
as unfaithful Builders: Surely in the new eredted Seceding 
Presbytery he has wanted this Spirit of Difcerning, or if he 
aad it, he made a bad Ufe of it- But in all the World what 
had he to do with Mafons Signs, and the Mafon-Word in his 
iynodical Sermon ? Was not the Tavern a far more proper 
Pkce to mention this than in the Pulpit, and the Houfe of 
Cod ? He adds, “ If fuch a Difcerning be given even to Church 
<( Members, as to try the Spirits, whether they be ofGod, 
1( becaufe many falfe Prophets are gone abroad in the 
World, 1 John iv. j. Much more may it be fuppos’d 
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that this difcerning Faculty is to be found among f ; 

ful Minifters of the Gofpel.”-Tt is not the ini 

Grace of the Heart which the Apoftle would have ther 
try (which no Man can infallibly know in another, v 
out a particular perfonal Revelation) but the Scope 
Tendency of the Dodlrine, i 
fliould know, was 1 
of Cod, every Spirit that con] 
is come in the Flejh 
confefjeth not that Jefus Chrijl 


and the Way whereby they 
briefly this, Hereby ye knew the Spirit 
ifejfeth that Jefus Chrijl 
is of Cod ; and every Spirit that 
tat jefus Chrijl is come in the Flejh, j t 

riot of Cod. -This was the Criterion of Truth by which 

they were to try the Spirits ; the Exercife of the noble Be. 
rents feems to be here only recommended by the ApoRle 
John to make the bell Ufe they could of their Bibles, Ad s 
xvii- it. Who fearched the Scriptures daily, •whether 
thefe Th'ngs were fo that were fpoken by Paul. But as the 
Words Hand connedted in Mr. Erthne’ s Sermon, they feem 
to imply that the extraordinary Gift of the Holy Ghoft, con- 
ferr’d uponfome at the Day of Fentecojl, which the Apollles 
fometimesexercis’d, particularly with refpedlto Ananias and 
Saphira, Simon Magus, &c. was continued dill in the 
Chritlian Church to this Day, of which Gift the Apoffle 
(peaks, i Cor. xii. io. To another the Difcerning of Sji- 
t its, i. e. a Power wherein for the further Authority and 
Credit of the Gofpel in the primitive Times, God comniu. 
nicated to fome Men fomething of his own Prerogative to 
difeern Mens inward Thoughts and Hearts, and to make 
Judgment of their Truth and Sincerity, or contrarywifc 
of their FaUhood and Hypocrify. To believe this Power now 
to be continued in the Church in either Minifters or private 
Chriflians, is meer Enthufiafm. Some Seceders in this 
Neighbourhood, probably from reading this Sermon, make 
very high Pretences to this Faculty of Difcerning of Spirits; 
for inftance, one of them told a Member of the ellablilhd 
Church of Ireland, that he “ plainly faw the Devil look- 
“ ing out of the Curate’s Face as he preach’d in the Pulpit. 

Page 22d & ajd, having enquir’d whence it was that the 
Jewifh Builders rejedled Christ, he anlwers, “ it was 
from miftaken Notions of the Nature of the Mefliahs 
“ Kingdom, expending him as a glorious fecular Prince. 
Which indeed is very true, but then the Comparifon he makes 
of the prefent Minifters of the eftablifii’d Church of Soot 
land with the Jews, is very ill-natur’d and unjuft, in thoK 
Words, “ I am perfwaded that carnal Notions of tlie^King- 



„ doni of Chrift, which is not of this World, lie at the 
' tto ni of many of the Evils and Corruptions of the Day 
I, «/e live in.” Can it be poflible that he believes that the 
.jinillers of the eftablilh’d Church of Scotland are perfwad- 
Lj with the Jews, that Jefus of Nazereth is not the Mk- 
( sb'. and that they expert the Me ft a h is yet to come as a 
Lular Prince, and to have his Kingdom of this World ? 
or that they are with the Millenarians or Chilifls, ex- 
rffling Chrift dhortly to come down and to reign on Earth 
[y| t h the Saints a thoufand Years ? One of thefe Things he 
infinuates by thefe Words. This Fear of his, is perfectly 
pannick, chimerical and groundlefs : There is no Minifter 
in the Church of Scotland has any fucli Thoughts, or Ex¬ 
piations; they know that Jefus is the Christ or Messiah, 
jpd they expedt no other ; they know there is no other 
fame tinder Heaven given, among Men, whereby we mttfl 
bt faved ; they know that his Kingdom is of a fpiritual Na¬ 
ture. and not of this World, becaufe himfelf hath told us 


SECTION IV. 

Containing fome Remarks upon what Mr. Clark has laid 
down for The Cove v ant of Grace, in the fh Secti¬ 
on of the Survey, Page (ySth and 99 th. 

I SH A L L herein (hew my Reader, that he has quite mlf- 
taken the Covenant of Grace, and that what he gives us in 
liui Pages font, is not at all the Covenant cf Grace, but 
the Covenant of Redemption. This I will briefly do, by lay¬ 
ing down the Scheme ok the Covenant of Redemption and the 
Covenant of Grace, according to the Sum of Saving Know¬ 
ledge, by Meflrs- Dickfon, Durham, &c. 1650, bound up 
with our Confeflion of Faith ; and alfo, the Plans of 
thofe d.llindt Covenants in the Rev’d Mr. David Dickfon s 
Ther.ipeutica Sacra. Mr. Clark’ s Definition of it is as fol¬ 
lowed), “ The Covenant of Grace, which is that gracious 
“ Stipulation or Agreement enter'd into from Eternity, be- 
“ tween the Father and the Son, concerning forefeen loft 
“ Sinners of Mankind, wherein the Father propos’d to the 
“ Sen, that if he would affume the human Nature, and in 
“ the Sinner’s Room magnify the broken Law, and pour out 
“ his Soul unto the Death an offering for Sin ; in order to 
fttisfy offended Juftice; then, and upon that Condition, 
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« he would prepare Him a Body, ftrengthen him with h; s 
<i Arm, and he ever well plealed with his Seed, for >,, s 
« Kiehteoufnefs Sake; whom as a Reward ot his ih'pendi. 
“ ous Work, he (hould fee a numerous and willing Peo p | e 
*< in the Day of Power, and be exalted a Prince, to receive 
« the Gifts of Faith, Repentance, and all laving Grace,. 
“ to give unto Men, even to fuch as, did rebel, that God 
“ the Lord might dwell among them 

“ Unto this Propofal and Condition, the Son as Media. 
« tor, readily anfwer’d, and heartily agreed faying, Lo! 
“ I come, as it is written in the Volume of thy Book, co n . 
“ tent to alTume the Body thou has prepared for me ; I de. 
« light to do thy preceptive Will, O my God. and ftittt. 
“ ly 8 to fulfil all Righteoufnefs ; yea, and as a Lamb to be 
“ led to the Slaughter, in the Room and Stead of Mankind 
« Sinners ; to bow down the Head, yield up the Gholt, 
« and thus to finilh Tranfgreflion, to make an End of Sin, 
“ and bring in everlafting Righteoufnels. 

Our pious Scots Divines in the Sum of Saving Know- 
Idle in our Confeflion of Faith, give us the following De- 
knit-ton of the Covenant of Redemption, Page 15 5 , The 
« Sum of the Covenant of Redemption is this ; God hay. 
« ing freely chofen unto Life, a certain Number of loll 
« Mankind, for the Glory of his rich Grace did give them 
e< before the World began, unto God the Son, appo nted 
“ Redeemer, that, upon Condition he would humble him- 
« felf fo far, as to allume the human Nature of a Soul and 
« a Body, unto perf nal Union with his Divine Nature, 
« and flbmit himfelf to the Law, as Surety_f°r them, and 
« fatisfy Juftice for them, by giving obed ' e " ce ' n lh " r 
« Name, even to the fuffering of the curfed Death of the 
<1 Crofs, he fhould ranfom and redeem them ail from Sin 
« and Death, and purchafe unto them R.&hteoufnefsand^ 
“ ternal Life, with all faving Graces leading thereunto 0 
<t be effectually by Means of his own Appointment, app 

*t e d unto every one of them. . . fii , rul 

“ This Condition the Son of God ( who is J . 

« our Lord) did accept before the World began and n 
« fuTnefsof Time came into the World, was born of the 
« Virgin Mary, fubjeaed himfelf to the Law, an 
« deatlv paid the Ranfom on the Cro s. 

The reverend, pious and learned D ,vid Dtckfon in H 

X: f .,tAs:Ja, r. ,8 r T , “ h 7, h iiT”“kS'” 

demption then may be thus defenbd, agreed 



Screed upon'between the Father ana im bo 
iTdfator, concerning the Elea(lying with th 
, [o a State of Sin and Death, procur d hy, 
, £f.|y and powerfully to be conV«-fe< 
‘ faled for the Son of God’s SatisfaCl.or 
„ fin our Nature to be alfnttid by him) 
k d ue Time to the Father, even to the De; 

I (hall next lay down the Plan of the Cev 
' efaid Divines have exprelsd at 
■ 're, in our Confeflion, P 
f the Gofpel, or Covenant of Gr 

this,--Xf thou flee from 

Redeemer Jefus Chrift (win 


sS the afor 

Saving Knowledge 

(i Sunt of 

<1 liation, is this. 

“ ^Termo"!! all that come unto God through mm; 

i< thou (hall not pcrilh, but have eternal Life, Rom. x. 

8 ’ The Covenant of Grace by the aforefuid judicious and pi- 
- • " • ’' in his Theraptutica Sacra, Page 
“ The Covenant of Grace” (faith 
;w een God and Man, procur’d by 
n tliete icims, that whofoever in the Senfe of 
r own Sinfulnefs, fltall receive Chrift Jefus offered in 
Gofpel, for Rigiiteoufnefs and Life, fhall have him 
■■ ' " nefits purchas’d by him, according to the 

and that God will be hisGou^ 
_ 1. 

the Words of the reverend and pious 
the Covenant of Grace, and the 
Vol. I. Page 676, &c. where 

freaking of the Antinomian Errors, he fays, 

« They will not allow the New Covenant to be made 
« properly with us, but with Chrift for us. And fome of 
“ them affirm, that this Covenant is all of it a Promiie, 
“ having no Condition upon our Part, but upon Chrift s; 
“ confequently affirm that he repented, believed and obev- 

“ ed for us. . 

“ The confounding of diftindt Covenants leads them m- 
“ to this Error; we acknowledge there was a Covenant 
“ properly made with Chrift alone, i. e. between him and 
“ his Father, which we call the Covenant of Redemption. 
“ This Covenant indeed, tho’ it were made for us, yet was 
“ it not made with us; it had its Condition, and that Con- 
“ edition was laid only upon Chrift : viz. that he fhould af- 
“ fume our Nature, and pour out his Soul unto Death ; 


ous Mr. David Dickfon 
12 6 is exprefs’d thus : — 
be) “ is a Cont a u "' 

« Chrift upon 
« their own f 
“ the ( , 

it and all the Bi 
« Covenant ol Redemption 
“ and the God of his Children, 
I (hall next give you t'..- 
Mr. Flavel, with refpect to 
Covenant of Redemption, 
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c< which Condition he was folely concern’d to perf 
“ but betides this, there is a Covenant of Cnee 
“ WItf > 'dm, and with all Believers in him : With him * 

“ mar b as the Head, with them as Members, who p .,f 
“ ally come into this Covenant, when they come intot°"‘ 

“ on with him by Faith. This Covenant of Grace i s 
“ made with Chrift alone, perfonally conlider’d, but 
“ Chrift and all that arc his, myltically conlider’d an a. 

“ properly made with all Believers in Chrift, and’ thp/ S 
“ fore is called their Covenant. Zech. ix. xi. e> 

“ This Covenant of Grace made with Believers in Chrirt 
“ is not the fame, nor mull it be confounded with the C ov ’ 

“ nant of Redemption made with Chrift before the World 
“ began. They are two diftimft Covenants; for in the Co. 

“ venant of Grace, into which Believers are taken, there 
“ is a Mediator, and this Mediator is Chrift himfel’f ; b m 
“ in the other Covenant of Redemption there neither was 
“ norcould beany Mediator , which inanifeftlydiftinpuifl/ 
u eth them.” 

Befides m the Covenant of Grace, Chrift bequeaths mani. 
folJ and rich Legacies, as he is the Teftator, but no Man 
gives aLegacy to himielf. This Covenant is really and pr 0 . 
perly made with every Believer as he is a Member of J e f lts 
Chrift the Head; and they are truly and properly Confederates 
with God: The Covenant binds them to their Duties, and 
encourageth them therein by Promifes of Strength, to be 
derived from Chrift to enable them thereunto, as Paul faith 
Phil ■ iv. 13. I can do all Things through Chrift which• 
Jlrengtheneth me. 

Profeffbr Dickfovin his Tlerapeutica Sacra, Page 2J, 
hath thefe Words; “ A Divine Covenant we call a Contrail 


“ or Pafiion, wherein God is at leait the one Party Con- 
“ trafter. Of this fort of Covenants about the eternal Sal- 
“ vation of Men there are three. The firft is the Cove- 
“ nant of Redemption pall between God and Chrift appoint- 
<< ed Mediator before the World was, in the Council of the 
“ Trinity. The 2d is, the Covenant of Works, made be- 
“ tween God and Man, in Adam in his Integrity, indued 
li with all natural Perfections enabling him to keep it, fo 
“ long as it pleafed him to ftand to the Condition. The 3d 
“ is the Covenant of Grace and Reconciliation through 
“ Chrift, made betweenGod and Believers (with their Cliil- 
“ dren) in Chrift.” 


From 
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R'fromwbat I have quoted from the Writings of the above 
JLerable and judicious Divines, it appears to be the receiv’d 
Softrine of the Protelfant reform’d Church of Scotland, 
ndoftbe orthodox DifTenters in England, that the Cove¬ 
nant of Redemption and the Covenant of Grace are notone 
? n d the fame, but really and truly two diftind Covenants ; 
•be one made from Eternity between the Father and the Son, 
,he other made in Time (after the Covenant of Works was 
broken) between God and the Eled in Chrift ; the firft hav- 
ingno Mediator, norneeded any, there being no Difference 
between the Parties contracting : And the fecond has a Me¬ 
diator, even Chrift Jefus. The one has-Sacraments annex’d 
to it for the Confirmation of our Faith; namely Baptifm 
and the Lord’s Supper. The other had none, nor needed 
a ny, the Father and Son firmly trufting in one another’s Ve- 
racity without any Seals, it appears, 
idly, By comparing what Mr Clark has laid down for 
the Covenant of Grace, with what thefe learned and godly 
Divines call the Covenant ofGrace, that he has qui te miftak- 
en it, and given us the Covenant of Redemption inftead of 
it; and this is what all the Antinomians conftantly do, in 
order to exempt Men front having any Conditions to per¬ 
form, becaufe Chrift has undoubtedly fully perform’d all the 
Conditions that he engaged with the Father for, in the Co¬ 
venant for our Redemption. 

3dly, From what lias been faid, none need be offended 
becaufe we affert that there are three Divine Covenants ; 
for though the Father has made three, he has made but two 
with Man, viz. the Covenant of Works and the Covenant 
ofGrace. For though the Covenant of Redemption was 
made for Man, i. e. for the Elect’s Benefit, it was not made 
with Man but with Chrift, before he aflumed the human 
Nature, even from Eternity. The Covenant of Works was 
made at the Creation of Man, and the Covenant of Grace 
immediately after the Fall. 

I come now to fpeak to the Conditionality of the Co¬ 
venant of Grace, according as I have laid down the Plan 
01 it from the Sum of Saving Know edge bound up with 
°ur Confeflion of Faith. 

This Queftion, whether tlie Covenant ofGrace be con¬ 
ditional or abfolute, was moved at the Reformation, on 
ac count of the Controverfy between the Proteflants and 
Papifis about Juftification : Among the Proteft ants fome 
deny ’d, and others affirm’d the Conditionality of it : Thofe 

who 
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who deny’d it, did it out of hoar of mingling the Law | 
the Gofpel, Chrift’s Righteoufnefsand Man s, as thef j ! 

had wickedlv done before : Thofe who affirm d it, di<j j ^ 
out of Fear alfo, left the Neceflity of Faith and Holing 
beino relax’d, Libertinifm or Antinwianifm ftiould b e 
introduc’d. But if the Queftion was duly Rated, and th e 
Senfe of the Terms agreed upon, the Gofpel Covenant 
or Covenant of Grace may be affirm’d to be conditional, 
to fecure the People of God from Liberiin'tiin, without 
the lead Diminution of the Righteoufnefs of Chrift, 0r 
clouding the free Grace of God. 

I would obferve, in the 99th Page of the Survey, y 0l , 
quite alter the State of the Controverfy between us ; f or 
you fay, “ the Queftion between 11s is precifely this, viz, 

“ Whether Faith or Repentance or both be the primary and 
(t comprehenhve Condition of the Covenant of Giace, 

44 upon the fulfilling, of which that Pardon and Eternal 
44 Life promis’d, becomes due to the Believer, as a Debt 
“ of Reward, for this his Work of Faith”. This you pod. 
tively deny, and we deny it alfo. But the Queftion is, 
whether or no Faith itiflrununtally conftder d, as it re¬ 
ceives Chrift, John i. 1,2. tho’ it be neither perfeft in De- 
gree, nor in the leaft meritorious of the Benefit conferr d, 
nor perform’d in our own natural Strength, be not required 
of us in order to our partaking of the Benefits of the Co¬ 
venant of Grace; In this Senfe we affirm Faith to be a Con¬ 
dition, without which we cannot be faved; and in this fo- 
ber and found Senfe all our Weflminfer Divines allow faith 
to be the Condition of the Covenant. See Jeremiah But- 
roughs's Mofeso Self-Denial, Page 188. Mr. Perkins fays, 
t< The Covenant of Grace is that whereby God freely pro- 
“ mifing Chrift and his Benefits, exatts again of Man, 

44 that he by Faith receive Chrift ” See Mr . Dickfon \\\ 
his Therapeutica Sacra. See alfo ns. John Crailm Ins 
modeft Vindication of the Covenant of Grace. See Came¬ 
ron De trip lice feeders, para us. Wend (line , Walloeus, Kt- 
vet, &c. “ Man by his Fall having made liimfelf tinea- 

“ pable of Life by that Covenant, the Lord was pleate 
44 t > make a fecond, commonly called the Covenant 0 
44 Grace: Wherein he freely offereth unto Sinners Life an 
“ Salvation by Jefus Chrift, requiring of them Faith mlnm, 
that they may be faved ; and promifing to give tint a 
thofe that are ordained unto Life, Ins holy Spirit, to iw 
them willing, and able to believe.' Ccnf. Chap. • 


« 

« 

S( 


wr r 103 3 

« The Grace of God is manifefted in the feC "" d 
.'ift- 3 - . ; t | iat he freely provideth and offereth to n- 

C oTen Siirtor. nd Life and Salvation by him, and re- 
“ nefS -" M Faith as the Condition to intereft them in him, 

“ R Ul Tetli and giveth his holy Spirit, to all his Eleft, 

“ P rom ‘ ,, in them that Faith, wtball other faving Graces, 

« to'VOf' ,ki» them to all holv Obedience, as the Evi- 
“ ‘° 0 f n t he Truth of their Faith, and Thankfulnefs to 
“ r e "| C and as the Way he hath appointed them to Salva- 
* G ° Larger Catechifm in the Anf. to Queft. 32. 

“ gH; would fail me to quote Authors to this 
T Current of Scripture runs in this Tame Channel. 

“'nit 

r ^ Mlt WHnefs a. 

h3th Neighbour , and that you have feen ckarly that 
j falfe Witnefs againft the General Synod : That you 
f ey fde Scope and Tendency of their Sermon 
netal is to encreafe Schifms and DivifionS; to cool 
Love inftead of promoting it; to traduce and ma- 
r!n 1 he faithful Minifters of the Gofpel ; to four and pre- 
iiuli cc the Minds of their Hearers againft them ; and con- 
fequently to obftrudt and mar their Edification, and to f u . 
JL all Peace and good Order in the Church of Chri . 

I wodd have You in the fecond Place to conftder alfo 
hoi in confident their daily Praflice is with the Terms o 
their Affociation, as you have them exprefsd Page I 7 
of their Ad annent the Terms of immftcnal and Chril^^ 
Communion, form’d at Edinburgh Fe . M> , d'ter- 

u presbytery did, and hereby do agree, rejolveand d.t 
min? that the Renovation of the national Covenant of 
Scotland, and the Solemn League and Covenanttefth 
three Nations, in the manner now agreed upo , 

« propos'd by the Presbytery, (hall be the Terms ot Me 
<■ nitferial Communion with this Presbytery • J^Wile ot 
“ Chrift an Communion in the Admiffion of the P p 
" «o Sealing Ordinances ; feeding therefrom .all Op 
“ pofers, Contemner and Slighter* of the ^.d R no va - 

“ 0,(of our foknin Covenants : And moreover as the Pres 
“ bytery judge that much Tendernefs and Lenity-w 

“ ufed with the weakeit of Chtifts Hock, w 10 ^ 
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minting to^come forward in th e f j 
agree that all fuel, are >3 

, ,■ -V^l 

to be themielvec ; ] 
ght and Satisfaftion th! ‘ 1 
upon the lame Term! 'f* 
Tefumcny in the Year T ,\! a j 

C J a - f p m Presbytery efJ, 

Stalk.ng horle of the Gov ena $j 
-i-ntto one of their Hearer' I 
•n Ireland , which is now fiJ ] 
at tlie •Adolmiftration ofRi^ j 
r : A " d if their Brethren aft fa I 
----- to believe they do) then 1 
fuppoft they adminiltred the Lord’s S L|] 

- -it “* t :elr Hea rer;s had 7 Children ' 

t!i f ey ,lavc tram P ] «i j 

—p above forty Times. For 
y tnc y referv’d to fhemfelves I 
r „ v , !once to a ft,ling Ordinance! i 
ovenant ; and even th e dntihir 
tuak^ httle of it; ns Mr. Lusk, who 


' open to Light, and 
“ SelhnVo' I hey may "r 1 b<? ’* 

« ® ea <ng Ordinances ; fo they < ’ 

it inf Uded ’. who ’ !,fter de liberate T-i 
,, iuformation, with ail due Meeknefs ■ 

oe found by the Scflion'nr r • T 7 . w * 
« j n acmon or iupenor Tud cat< 

in Subjefhon unto, to be Nep/etfrl . A 
this important moral Duty or not d 

Z^dneUjeofMeans^'u 

■ nn ^u'- Nay they had fix’d 
their Declaration and 
which is almo.lt 18 Years ego. 

Sjfv or the 

ally make but a meer r 

They have not put the Coven 
Cnee they came and fettled i 
Years, and upwards ; neither 
tHm nor of the Lord’s Supper 

y Scot [ a ”d (as it’s rational tc 
tears, it W e f 

twice in a Year, and folnemf 
horn and baptiz’d j„ 

eve°na- r0kCn tl,ei '° w Rule 
eyen according to the Libert- 

they coaid.admit no Man but' 

Until he had taken.the 
gejs-men thenifelves 
yas many Years of tha t 
. is notorious that niai 
Privileges -with t:.„ 

‘‘ f ?° k the Covenant ; 

tiz d with them, 1 _ 

“ under no Obligations but 
Country lay them under 
cyis ttus. To pretend to 
violably, andyetforthe 
gently, and the ofh, - 
ble-Deaiing .With God and Man feen 
Lord may^pi,y the poor divided 
this Church, confirm thofe i — 
the Snare, and open the Eyes of ThnVk 

"; h „vs!, lwi,h 44 r “ 


im 

3,1 


,f lem \„l h i •'-B'muu.uootl nave got 
them, who folenmly deny that ever they 

who S d °a he " S h3Ve had Children bap.' 
, who agreed with the Minilter to be laid 

-T -what the Minifters in this 
. W hat monltrpus incoiifilfen, 
keep thefe Terms facredly and inc 

other r 0ne a ai ty t0 brcak tl]Cm f° frev 

D»j 

1 or known ! That they 
, muf dillracted State of,: 
m Truth that have yet efcap'di 
tbat are deluded, j 
your Servant in the Goicl 

B B f- 
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